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ANGLO-SOVIET RELATONSt STATEMENT BY SOVIET FORENGN MINISTRY
SPOKESMAHM

1. TASS ‘IN ENGL:ISH CARRIED A STATEMENT BY GERASIMOV ON ANGLO=-SOVIET
RELAT/HONS DURMNG A ROUTHNE MFA PRESS CONFERENCE OM 3 FEBRUARY.

2. THE STATEMENT WAS AS FOLLOWS: BEGINS

** N RECENT DAYS, SUCH LEADING BRITHKSH FIGURES AS MARGARET
THATCHER, GEOFFREY HOWE AND TAMOTHY RENTON HAVE MADE STATEMENTS
APPARENT /N WHICH 1'S THE wiSH TO TELL THE WORLD THAT THE CURRENT
BRITHSH GOVERNMENT *'HAS DESERVED THE RESPECT OF THE RUSSTANS''
ONLY DUE TO FIRM RELWANCE OF THE FORMER ON THE POSHTHON OF STRENGTH
POLICY. 1T LOOKS LAKE THEY ‘IN WHITEHALL HAVE STARTED A CAMPAIGN OF
SELF-ADVERT:ISEMENT ON THE EVE OF THE ELECTHON CAMPAIGN N THAT
COUNTRY .,

''WE VWEW THE ELECTHON CAMPAYGN STARTING /IN BRITAIN AS WER PURELY
DOMESTAC AFFAIR. YET WE ARE RESOLUTELY AGAINST THIS SO CALLED

" "INTERPRETATION'' OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOVIET-BRITASH DIALOGUE AND
RELATHONS Wit VARIOUS FIELDS, ¥

AT 166 APPROPRIATE TO RECALL WM THAT CONNECTHOM THAT WE ARE /INTERESTED
_.bN DEVELOPING RELATHONS WiITH BRUTAIN, BUT NOT MORE THAN SHE HERSELF
IS INTERESTED 'N DEVELOPING RELATHONS WHTH US. THIS 'S5 A RECHPROCAL
ROCESS AND SHOULD BE DONE FROM BOTH DIRECTIONS, HONESTLY AND
RESPECTFULLY TOWARDS TH THIS 45 ALSO :IN BRAYTAIN'S

BEST INTERESTS.'' ENDS
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