M,(, EHAPLES faw ELL

MR. THATCHER o.r.

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION

The dates for the Prime Minister's visit to the Soviet Union
are now settled for 28 March to 1 April inclusive. It would
be helpful to know in due course whether you would propose to
accompany the Prime Minister. As I am sure you will
understand, the scope for arranging a separate programme in
the Soviet Union is rather more limited than in a number of
places (I do not think we can fix a guided tour of KGB
headquarters!). But we could certainly set up meetings with

British business representatives in Moscow and no doubt visits

to Soviet factories, museums and collective farms (to look at

collective cows!). The visit is likely to attract

considerable press and television coverage in this country.

I should be grateful if you would let me know what you think.
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CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary 11 February 1987

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO MOSCOW:
MR. THATCHER

I have spoken to Bryan Cartledge about whether Mr. Thatcher
should accompany the Prime Minister to Moscow. His advice is
that, while Mr. Thatcher would be most welcome and a programme
could be arranged for him, his presence would not be likely
significantly to increase the involvement in the programme of
Mrs. Gorbachev or change the Soviet handling of the visit as
a whole. 1In the light of this, it has been decided that

Mr. Thatcher will not accompany the Prime Minister.

I should be grateful if you would despatch the enclosed

personal telegram to Sir Bryan Cartledge.

Charles Powell ’/ ;

A. C. Galsworthy, Esg., C.M.G.

Foreign and Commonwealth office.
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TO IMMEDIATE MOSCOW

PERSONAL FOR AMBASSADOR FROM CHARLES POWELL, 10 DOWNING STREET

Your telegram No. 175: Prime Minister's Visit

Thank you for this assessment which was helpful. In the
Light of it, the Prime Minister has decided that Mr. Thatcher
will not accompany her on the visit. There will, therefore,

be no spouses on our side.
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ONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

9 February
From the Private Secretary

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION:
MR. THATCHER

Mr. Thatcher has now confirmed that he will accompany
the Prime Minister on her visit to the Soviet Union in
March. The Embassy will wish to give some thought to his
programme. As you know, Mr. Thatcher likes to visit British
companies wherever he goes and I imagine there will be some
scope for this in the Soviet Union. He would also, I am
sure, be willing to visit a Soviet factory or laboratory.
He has expressed interest in seeing a sports centre, and
perhaps being present for some sporting event. He would
attach less priority to cultural occasions or visits to
social welfare organisations.

I should be grateful if the Embassy could let us.have
some proposals for a programme in due course.
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CHARLES POWELL

A.C. Galsworthy, Esg., C.M.G.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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