FRIME MINISTER

ORTHODOX JEWISH COMMUNITY

Can I come back to you onca more, please, on the subject of seeing

rapresentatives of the Orthodox Jewish Community before you go

to Moscow.

e —
As I said in my earlier note, you have already agreed to see a
very large number of people before you go. The diary 1s under
pressure. I have qust persuaded the Board of Deputies of British

———

Jews to put in their wviews in writing rather than send a deputation

Lo sSeg you. Can we not ask Mi Lobenstein and his colleagues to

do the sameT? I F

o —

- D POWELL
16 February 1987




ME.

ORTHODOX JEWISH COMMUNITY: JO LOBENSTEIN MBE

The Prime Minister has considered your note of 11 Pebruary
suggesting that she should see Mr. Lobensteln and a

delegation from the Orthodox Jewish Community before her

visit to Moscow. She takes the point that it would be

awkward for her to see the Board of Deputies of British

Jews and not repressntatives of the Orthodox Jewish Communlty.
She has therefore decided to see neither, and has asked that
both groups put their wviews in writing before her visit.

The Board of Deputies have accepted this. I should be grate-

ful if wou would so inform Mr. Lobanstein.

Charles Powell

17 February 1987




FRIME MINISTER 11 February 1987

ORTHODOX JEWISH COMMUNITY - JO LOBENSTEIN MBE

The Orthodox Jewish Community are desperately keen to have a
very short meeting with you before you go to Russia. They
want to talk about freedom of religion and religious
persecution in Russia. A delegation of 3 Rabbis and 3 lay
leaders would be led by qP Lobenstein who you know. Jo, as

you may recall, is a towering figure in Bast End politics and

to many in the East End of London he represents Lhe

Conservative party. We strongly support this application by

who undoubtedly is the senior political figure in the

Oorthodox community and also represents the Agudas Israel

o

. 5
Organisation. We feal that a short meeting would have

considerable political significanca. Moreover, if the
Orthodox Community hear about the visit of the Board of
Deputies, which is likely to be in the Jewish Press, the

Drthodox Jews will be upsetl

| s %pﬂlf,

7Y i eM L it da

HARTLEY BOOTH




Eia;m; Jué? Al e 5
ME BEARPAR iﬂﬁ 10 Pebruaxzy L1987

N

JO LOBENSTEIN MBE

Diary Meating Hote

The Orthodox Jewish Community are desperately keen to have
very short meeting with the Prime Minister before she goes

Russia. They want to talk about freedom of religion and

religious persecution in Russia. A delegation of 3 Rabbis
and 3 lay leaders would be led by Jo Lobenstein who the PM
knows. Jo, as she may recall, is a towering figure in East
End politics and to many in the Bast End of London he
represaents the Conservative party. I strongly support this
application by Jo who in this context assures me that he
repregents the Orthodox community and the Agudas Israel

Organisation.

HARTLEY BOOTH

MR BOOTH

I really don't think the Prime Minister can take this

on. She is already seeing the Chief Rabbi and a delegation
from the Board of Deputies of British Jews who have undertaken
to represent the wviews of all the Jewish community here.

The list of applicants from the Jewish community to see

her before her wvisit to the Soviet Union is almost endless.
Could he be persuaded to see the Foreign Secretary,; wWho

will also be going to Moscow, instead?

e ¢

CHARLES POWELL
10 February 1987




I know t
will be wvary
the briefing
of Boviet Jew
that she sees
will
her on her
today 18 very
a discussion

Dr.

certainly
Wiz

Lional Kopelwikttz,

26 February 1987

hat the Prime Minister
vou for sending
the plight
maka suUra
ahe
with
arrival
are having
L OmMOT TOW ,

looument
Y - I shall
this vary soon
want to taxke
1

Moscow

'

L E

imaly &

x| |||:|'|
11

=
(=]

i
[

_,r

L W 4 i |

J

Sh




7% The Board
gf Deputies
of British Jews

WORBURN HOLUSE, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, LONDON, WCIH OEP.

Tedew: BaVGHGE HOD G Teegrame DEPUTIES DOMNDOMN, WEI  Telspheone: 01-387 3952 ne 380 7651

rRCM TR BRESIENE

<oth February, 18E87

The RL, Hon. Margaret Thatchsr M r "
Prime Minister ‘\l\ ;. L.*.."-l*"L ‘bt_&r
L

12 Downing Street
LODoN =W
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THE FLIGHT OF SCVIET JEWEY

You will recall that when you received me, together with Mr. Edgar
Bronfman, on Monday Januacy 12th, I suggested preparing = briefing documant
prior to your vislt to the Boviet Union. ==

I now have much pleasure in encleosing this doacument, which I trust ey will
find helpful .

(0r.) Lionel Kopelowite .

Puesbdemic T, Lame] L\.I'I"-'Ill'l. i L1
Yii=HFrrihkeiie Eoe Masornmesg, M.ty
Ireansres; Jellsey Bnnick. FOA

Secveary Grmoomal Hayumn Binmer
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THE PLIGHT OF SOVIET JEWRY

The tracgedy of the Jews of the Soviet Unlon lfes In
the fact that while they are unable +o |lve as Jawz In the
Ussk, free from fear and on an equal basfis wlth the other
paop les of that multlnatlonal E¥ate, they are at the same
TIime, pravanted from leawvling T+,

Tha fellowing facts are Indlicatlve of thelr plight

There are approximately 400,000 Jews In the USSR, who

In recent years have expFessed thelr deslire to leave for
|sragl, thelr ancestral hemeland, by requesting from
relatives In that country Invitations required by the
savliet autherlties fo Inltliate the emigration process.
Yat the amigration of Jews has bheen virtually halted.

In 1984 a mere 856 Jewsmanaged to leave; In 1585, 1140
and fm 1986 = only 914, (Ovar 51,000 Jews laft In 1879),.
Desplte publlic Soviet assurances to the contrary, the
number of Jaws laaving the USSR has net Incressed

signlficantly In recent weeks.

Fersonal date 1s avallable regcarding nearly 12,000 Jaws
known to have been formally refused parmission teo leave,
though undoubted|y the number—of refusenlks [s far larger,
The rafuseniks |lve as outcagts from Soviet soclety and
have no legal redress agalnst thelr harassment and
victimlizatlon, More than 300 famllles have been refused
x|t visas for more than 10 years and some for aver

15 vears. In recent days a number of vetaran rafusenlks,
Including such well known persons as Yull Kosharovsky,
Alexander Lernsr and Yladlimlr 5|apak, have had thelr
applfeations rafused conce agaln.

In some cases the Soviet authoritles have meted out

toc refusenlks long terms of Imprisonment and exile on
trumped=-up charges, whan thelr only real "crime" has
Feen thelr assertlion of thelr rlights and thelr ldentlty
as_Jews. At the present time there are elght of theze
"Prisoners of Zlon™ : Yoslf Berenshtaln, Yuly Edelshtelin,
Evgeny Kolfman, Yakov Levwlin, Viadimir Lifshits, Alaksel
Magarlk, Mark Nepomnyashchy and Leonid Volwvovsky. The
physlcal conditlon of several of these prisoners -
Baerenshteln, Edelshteln and Nepomnyashchy - Is a source
of grave concern.

Jews are the only recognlized nationallty among the more
than 100 paflonalltles Tn the USSR who are deprived of
the possibility of studying thelr national lenguage,
Hebrew, and of transmitting thelr own cultural herltage
and ftraditiens to thelr chlldren.




Jews are the only rellalous denemination In the USSR
which has no_central Grganlza tien, no theologlical seminary

and no facllifties for regular contacte wlth co-rel|llglonists
abroad.

Antl-Jewlich dl5:r minatlon and anti-Semltlic propaganda
(cameuflaged as EATi=Zlonlsm) aréd contlnulng features
aof Soviet 11fe.

Over the past year there have been & few welcome cases
of the release of Individuals after tremendous and
sustalned pressure. HoWéver, these lsolated gestures
have left the baslec sltuatlion of Soviet Jewry unchanged.
Mew Soviet regulatlions relating to emigratlon, the
adoptlean of which has been widely publiclzed by the
sovlet government, codlfy and even extend the existing
highly restrictive practlices. Thay |Imit the right of
emigration to those having Immedlate relatlves abroad

(a IImitaticn having no foundatlion in Intfarnational law)
and aven within thls category arbltrary refusals abound
based on bogus netlonal security conslideratlions. Tens
of thousands of Jews are denlfed even the possiblllty of
applying fo Ileave because Their Invitations come from
ralatives deemed Insufficlently close. The new reculations
thus dany the rlght to leave to the vast majority of
those Soviet Jews seakling to [Ive In tThelr historic
Jewlsh homeland. -—
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Thank vou for the message which vou kindly pasesed on to me
via Hartley Booth, that you are pleasaed to receive a
memorandum from me = on behalf of the Orthodox Jewlsh
Community = in régard to the plight of Soviat Jewry, and
that you will use this as background information during
vour forthopoming mesting with Mr. Gorbachovy in Maoscow.

I now have pleasure in submitting the enclosed memorandum

o behalf of the Agudasz Israel Drganisation of Great Britain.
and would point out that I have purposely kept it as brief

a5 poegible inorder not to impogse wnduly on vour vVery
valuable time.

Should there be anvy further information that vou reguire on
this gubject, please be dgsured that I am always availahble.
I shall be grateful to hear from vou upon your return.

Meanwhile, please accept my best wishes for a successful
Jjourney and safe return.

Yours sincerelsy,

The Agudas Israesl Organisation of Great Britain is the
British branch of the Agudas Israel World Organisation
which, for the past 75 VveArs, has been actively engaged
in the protection of religious rights of Jews through=
oiit the world.
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HEHMORANDUM TO THE RIGHT HONOURADLE
MES MARGARET THATGHER THE PRIME MINLISTER

BEELIGIOUS PROBLENS IN THE USSR FEBEUARYT 1287

LETREODUCT 10K

It 4= our contention that under both the Helsinki agreements and
Russia's own copstitution; Jews wishing to do so should be free to
practice evary aspect of their religion without interference.
Essential religious requisites and foods should bae easily
avallable, and present resirictlions on thelir sale O <Ccespatch DY
post should be liited, Furthermore, the religious infrastructurs
places to pray, study and practice their religlon - should ©Ge
available without distinction or hinderance. Jews should not be
forced to attend work, college or sechool on Saturdays (the Jewish
Sabbath?, Finally, besldes repatristion and reunification of
families, Jews should also have the right to migrate to wherever
they can study and practice thelr religlon fully.

BACKGROUND

Before World Var I, Russian Jewry was the largest Jewish community
« 5 o rla. For centuries until the 1917 Hevolution the Jews
ware cruelly persecuted wunder the Tsar's antisemetic policies.
Nevertheless religious communal life Aand inetituvtions Iflourished
and many religious leaders in England as elsewhersa were educatad
there. fhe subssguent Communlst regime has wirtually destroyad the
former realigious lifs aAnd organisation of the Jewlsh communities.
After the Becond world WVar these Same policies were extended to
Lithvania, [atwvia, and other sastern countrias.




Fecent spokesmen — official and unocfficial - have alleged that Jews
ore being adequately catered for in both culiural and Teligious
fialds and claimed +that *“Hebrew can be atudied in the U, S.85.R. ...
and is also studied at religious schools and synagogues of which
there are about one hundred in the ©GSoviet Uniom T
Unfortunately, even these minimal claims are not substantiated by
the facts.

L
[

HEBESW STULY

Though the Hebrew alphabet i1s fundamental to Jewish prayer, the
only known place whers Hebrew is pfficimlly taught is to a few
hand-picked students st the Moscow Ceptral Synagogue. In fact the
Efﬁﬁ?ELE¥_-E;E;Ew in The U.5.8.FR. 1is treated as an "anti-Soviet
activity"® as shown in +thea parslistant B. . B, harassment of
Ohozficial Hebrew teachers and students even leading to their
imprisonment Cusually now on transparently trumped up criminal
charges:?. Mr Gorbachev has not broken with the Andropov doctrine
that the Communist Part's @maim 1s to merge +the wmations of the
U.5.8.F. which indicates a strong assimilationist or Russification
policy. On average one Jew per month has been imprisoned since Mr
Gorbachev cama to power - T0 per cent of those Jailed for studylng
Judajism ware incarcderated in the lagst Two Years.

BELIGIOUS INSTITUTICONS

Whereas other major religioms - Russian Orthodox, Greek Urthodox,
Ielam and Buddhiem — each have central co-ordinating bodies; Jews
ba v i central organisation noT evan a fedaration of
congregatlons, Etfectively there 18 no Jewlseh community 1in tha
Tformal sSanse.

Islam has four training centres;, the UOrthodox Church has 1wo
acadamies and eight seminaries but tha Jewa are allowed only omne
gingle Talmudic College in Moscow with five to tan studants;

Actually there are only saventy—-four registered synagogues (lesas
tha ar Stalin) mostly TnTPEﬁr;lE.hEd and obecure ta Berve an
estimated two millicn Jews as agalinet one thousand synagogues i1in
1926, Koreover, these synagogues are often staifed by Party
appointees who report regularly to the K.G.E.

The building or repair of ritual bathe eszential for religious
married life are blocked. Sioce 29-6-75, in a move apparently
custom-designed agalnst Jews {who have +to rely bheavily on
minyans/quorums in private Iflats) special permission 1s rTequlired
for each occasion "a religlous service is held in the apartments or
houses of believers". These rules alea apply to prayers at the




flat of a mourner {who should stay at home during the seven days
shiva’ or attanding & curcumcision ceremony. Frivate religious
study circles are regularly broken up.

RELIGIOUS FULELLLMENT

Despite all the bland afficial assurances, Matzot, Etrogim, Kosher
foad, Fassover food, door Mezuszot, phylacteries, prayer shawls and
tzitzit are not widely available throughout the Soviet Empire. The
"Feople of +the Eook" are deprived of almost all Treligious
literature and no Hebrew Bible has been authorised since 1917.
During the fourth biennial International Book Fair held in Moscow,
*fifteen books on Jewish religious holidays in FRussian" were banned
irom the stand of a New York publisher as “"inappropriate”. Most of
the 119 naticonal groups in the U.5.5.E. have their own publishing
houses, but Jews — the twelfth largest group - have none.

3

Groups wishing to study recent and ancient Jewish history have coms
unger attack from the K.G. B.'s Jewish Affairs Department. (The
last Jewish history book printed in Russsia was in 1930, ) Thoee
wishing to celebrate Purim or FPassover together have bean harassad
and warned off" and Jews attending New Year or Simchat Torah at
theMoscow Central Synagogue have to face being openly filmed by
K.G.B. cameramen to be marked down for possible future harassment,

Nowhere near sufficient numbers are trained as scribes or clergy or
in religious animal or pouliry slaughter and circumcision to serve
two million people spread acrose a vast area.

POSTAL [NTHRFERENCE

In a eelflese humanitarian gesture private individuals abroad have
been sending small parcels to relatives and friends. Thase wara
primarily to help families who had loet their breadwinner in the
Nazi holocaust as well as older ecitizens now tragically alone with
only a small pension. These parcels were also useful in making up
sbortfalle in seasonal religious articles. A Hussian authorised
agency operated for this purpose from 1945-84 with the duty being
pald in the country of despatch.

Howewar in 1977 the despatch of matzot, prayer books and other
religious articles was cruelly banned entirely. Moreowver,
administrative changes were introduced in August '£4 whereby duty
now had to be paid by recipients. Hevertheless the despatch and
receipt of humanitarian parcele continued.




On 22 August- 1986 +the situsation deteriorated fTurther when the
Bussian Authorities returned almost all the packageas on the pratext
that "these parcels were sent by an organisation.®™ in the Prims
Mipigter's constituency of Finchley, bundreds of Jews who sant
parcels had them returned.

4

CONCLUSTONS
Tha Soviet Authorities be urged:

k. Hot o confine thelr emigration policy to the limlted categary
of "re-unification of Iamilies"; but to ;allow any person who B0
wighes to emigrate to the country of hiss/ker choice s0 as to enable
them to lead a life conducive to their religious balief.

2 I'hat thoee Jewse who wish to remain in the Soviaet Union be
provided with facilities to conduyct & religious 1l1ife, such as
EYNARORUaS, ritual baths, freedom 1o practice +thelr religion
including teaching of the Hebrew language; prayers and religlous
literature.

3 . That as +there are no Jewish scribes im the Soviet Union to
write Torabh escrolls, phylactories and Mezuzot (small scrolls
aifixed *to +the doorposte of Jewish homes! such 1tems shall be
allowed to be imported to the Soviet Unlon iree of charge,

% . La) As there are only wvery few gualified Shochetlim
ielaughterersa %o provide Eosher meat? in the Soviet Unionm;, & rota
of qualified Shochetim from other cocountries shall be allowed o
viait the USSR for pericds of say six monthes sa that Kozhaer meat
ehall be available for Soviet Jews.
LEd The same applies to Mohelim (i1.e. persons qualiiied to
Periorm religious clrocumcisions) .

5. That Jews 1n the Soviet Union shall be allowed to recelve
postal parcels from individuals outside the U.5.5.R. which incluods:

a) Matzot for the Passover festival (as was the rule until
1= b e O

b} General parcels (which were allowed until 19843,

ot Heligious requisites such as praver books, Hebrew Bibles,
Hebrew literature and appurtenances (which were inexplicably
never allowadl,

G, Jews wshall be esxempt from working on the Jewish Sabbath and
religlous Holy daye. Jewish children and studenta shall bea
glmllarly exempt from attending schools and collesges on the Jewlsh
Sabbath and Holy days.




AFPERDIX I
EXTEACT FRON CONSTITUTION OF THE U, 5.8.R.

iAdopted at the Saventh [Speciall] Session of the Supreme Scviet of
The U.5.8.F, Finth Convocation, on October 7, 1977.3

ARLICLE 534. Citizens of the USER are equal before the law, without
distinction of origin, saclal aor property status, race of

natiopality, =sex, education, languagze, a;;lllii_jg_xﬂligign, type

and nature of occupation, domicile, or other status. The egual
reights of citizens ol the USER are guaranteed in all fields of

aconomic, political, gocial. and cultural Jlife.

ARTICLE 45 <Citizens of the U.S.5.R. have the right to education
++x++ by the opportunity to attend a school where teaching is of

the _npative language| and by the provision of fagilities for self-
education.

AEETICLE B2. Citizens of the U.5.8.H. are guaranteed freedom of

conscience, that is, the right to profess or not to profess any

celigion., and o conduct raligioous worship or athelstic

propaganda. incitement of hostility or hatred on religious grounds
iz probibited.

ARTICLE 56. The privacy of citizens, and of their correspondencs,

telephone convearsations, and telegraphic communications is
protected by law.

ARTICLE &, Hespect for the individual and protection of the
rights and freedomse of citizens are the duty of all stata bodies,
public organisations, and officials.

Citizems aof the USSR have the right to protection by the courts
against encroachménts on their honour and reputation, life and
health, and persomnal freedom and property.
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APFENDIX 111

Fepatriation, 1 contrast to departation, axpulsaion and
resettlement, 12 understood in the U.E.B.EH. as the woluntary reaturn
gi ethnic groups and dndividuale to countries anpd tTerritories
conmidered to ba their bhomaland. Also, ZFoviet practice 1o regard
to repatriation has permlitted diltferant interpretations of tThe
concept 0of 'homeland' according fo speciiic sltuations. "*Homasland"
bas been defined as a country whose cliizenshlp a given group or
individual had held in the past, or ise holding at pressnt; 1t has
been defined as the country in which the maln ethplc body of a
given natigpal minority is bound by emotional and historie tiee and
traditions.

"From the point of wview of EBSoviet practice;, the return to. the
V.= 5. H &8 the so-called "displacad parcons' who found thansaelvyes
outeide its borders as a result of the wvicissitudes of World War 11
woas voluptary repairiation In cases of persons officially
declared to be collaborators; the U.5.6.RK. fought for their forced
extradition in order to punish them on their return. Howewer, the
resettlemant in Boviet Armenisa of all Armenians living outsicde the
U.&.B. K., a right granted in 1945, ls sled considered rapatriation
by tha GCoviets. It is significant in this cCcontext that bGovietl
Armenia is wiewed as fthe historic bomeland of all Armenians no
matter where tThey are born, where they live; or what citizenshlp
they hold. On July 10, 1957 an agreement came into force for the
repatriation from the VU.8.8. K. to Foland of persomne of Follsh
patiopality, an agreement SsSigned and ratified w=arlier by the
governments of Foland and the U.5.3.E: Such examples can be
multliplied by recalling that Spanlards, Greeks snd other natiomzl
minorities living 1in the U.5.5.E:. who moved to thelr respective
countries were also consldered repatriates. Therefore, the rTight
to repatriate +to Israsl, which Soviet Jews BsBeek to realilse,
corresponds. completely with Soviet emigration tTheary and practics,
and from tha leagal polnt of wiaw is automatically an aspact of
lagitimata frase choioe. Ihis by no means replaces the guestion of
the rednificaticon of families; inremphasis to the national plane.




