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PERSONAL FOR MR DEREK THOMAS.
CHIRAC'S MEETHNG WILTH THE PROME MINISTER, 26 APRIL.

1. BUJON GAVE ME THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT (ASKiIING THAT HAS CONF«:DENCE
BE RESPECTED) OF THE PRIME MUNHSTER'S DidSCUSSILONS WiTH CHIRAC OM 26

APR:IL .

2. HE SAiD THAT THE TOME AND ATMOSPHERE OF THE MEET:NG HAD BEEN
EXCELLENT. 90 PER CENT OF THE TJAME HAD-BEEN SPENT ON EAST-WEST
RELATHONS, OF THIS THEY HAD DEVOTED HALF AN HOUR TO THE SUBJECT OF
WEU. BUJON THOUGHT THAT CHi#RAC HAD MANAGED TO CONVIELNCE THE PRIME
MAINISTER THAT T WAS OUTDATED TG COKCE#VE OF THE WEU (AS PERHAPS N
THE JOBERT ERA) AS AN ANTH=NATO ORGANISAT.OH. FOR CHIRAC WHAT
COUNTED WAS TO MAKE OF o7 AN EFFECTHVE PLATFGRM FOR EUROPEAN PUBLIC
OP:tN:AON ON DEFENCE oSSUES. HE HAD BEEN AELE TO EXPLAUN THAT A
CHARTER WHiCH RECALLED THE MAJOR PRANCHPLES UNDERPINNING WESTERHN
SECURILTY:,: ¢t PARTHCULAR NUCLEAR DETERRENCE AND THE NEED FOR THE
CORTunuUeD PRESENCE OF US NUCLEAR WEAPONWS #N EUROPE, COULD ONLY DO
GOOD, T WAS THE FRENCH YUMPRESSIION THAT THE PR4ME MIMISTER'S
THINKIEtNG HAD EVOLVED ON THUS N RESPONSE TO CHIRAC'S PRESENTATHON
AND THAT OUR «tNSTRUCTAONS TO THE LUXEMBOURG WEU MEET.HNG HAD
REFLECTED THdS, FOR WHACH THEY WERE GRATEFUL.

3. ON THE LRANF/SRUNF QUESTILON, BUJON SALD THERE HAD BEEN TOTAL
AGREEMENT WITH BOTH ANALYSHS AND CONCLUSHONS., MRS THATCHER HAD DEEH
CAREFUL TO SAY THAT THE BRITASH CABANET HAD KNOT ADOPTED A POSHTHON,
BUT BOTH SHE: AND CHARAC HAD AGREED THAT THEY [l HOT 1JARE TUE JLEA




¢ BUT BOTH SHE - AME CHIRAC BAD AGEEED THAT THEY DYDY NOT LOKE THE o DEA
OF THE SECOND ZERO OPTHON ON SRNF, AND PREFERRED THE THiARD OF THE
ALTERNATS:VES PRESENTED BY SHULTZ TO THE NAC, NAMELY A CENL#NG ON
S.EMS BETWEEN 500 AND 1000 KMLOMETRES AT LOWER LEVELS. N TH4S THE
RETENTHON OF THE GERMAN PERSHING thAS AND THE POSSH-BUMLUTY OF
MODERNIZING THEM HNTO PERSHING :IBS WAS AN ##MPORTANT COMPONENT. iF
HOWEVER THilS POSHTHON PROVED «MPRACTW.CABLE BECAUSE THE GERMANS
COULD NOT BE BROUGHT TO ACCEPT #T, CHIRAC AND THE PRIME MINISTER HAD
AGREED THAT THE FALL-BACK POSATAON WAS TO DRAW A CLEAR LiNE AT
SYSTEMS OF %00 KGLOMETRES AND MOT TO ALLOW NEGOT:ATIUONS TO BE
PURSUED BENEATH THHS UINE.

4, CHIRAC HAD PEEN EXTREMELY 9ONTERESTED N THE VERY FULL ANALYSHS
AND HMPRESSHONS THE PRUME MINGSTER HAD GIVEN OF HER vikSHT TO MOSCOW,
AND STRUéK BY THE UNUFORM AND CONSIHSTENT PORTRAWT WHICH EMERGED OF
GORBACHEY, WHEN THESE UMPRESSIONS WERE TAKEN TOGETHER WATH WHAT
REAGAN HAD TOLD CHi-RAC OF Hi4$ sIMPRESSHONS FROM REYKJAVHK,

5. BUJON SAuD THERE HAD ALSO BEEN MUCH TALK OF THE ANGLO-FRENCH
DEFENCE RELATHONSHIP MNCLUDING NUCLEAR, HE dMPLUED THAT MRS THATCHER
HAD SAUD SHE WOULD PREFER TO AWALT A REPORT FROM MR YOUNGER BEFORE
COMMETTHUNG HERSELF ON THE QUESTION OF ASMP BUT THAT HER GENERAL
ATTUTUDE HAD BEEN ONE OF OPEN-MINDEDNESS TO NEW iI'DEAS AND TO

GNCREASED BULATERAL COOPERATHON.

6. BUJON SAD THE COMMUNATY #1SSUES HAD BEEN MORE DIFFACULT,
PARTHCULARLY AGRICULTURAL PRIICES AND THE PROPOSED TAX ON OdLS AND
FATS. HERE CHIRAC HAD FORMED THE dMPRESSHON THAT THE UK WMSHED AT
ALL COSTS TO AVO#D A QUARREL Wi TH THE AMERMCANS. BUT SOMETHING HAD
TO BE DONE, AND NO-ONE HAD YET SUGGESTED A WIABLE ALTERNATHVE TO THE

"PROPOSED TAX.
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