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THE PRIME MINISTER 23 March 1987
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Thank you for your letter of 11 March about my forthcoming

10 DOWNING STREET

visit to the Soviet Union.

I certainly hope to have the opportunity to meet with
your parents in Moscow. I have always admired their courage
and determination, and was particularly pleased to be able

to meet your mother in London. Their return to Moscow was

very welcome news.

You ask if I could take some letters and papers to your
parents. I am afraid this would not be wise. However, I
would be happy to pass on an oral message from you to your
parents, and am asking our Embassy in Washington to contact

you to see if there is anything you would like me to say.
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Mrs. Tatiana Yankelevich
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10 DOWNING STREET

T:HE PRIME MINISTER 31 March 1987
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I just wanted to write while I am in Moscow to say how
very pleased and happy I was to learn of your release. Our
joy cannot match that which your family and many friends will

feel, but is nonetheless most sincere.

I was very sorry indeed that it has not proved possible
to meet you during my visit, but virtually every moment of my
day has been fully taken up by official engagements. But I
can assure you that you have been, and will continue to be

very much in my thoughts. I send you my warmest regards and

y I
Q@jwm:;

best wishes.

Mr. A. Ogorodnikov
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I just wanted to write while I am in Moscow to say how
very pleased and happy I was to learn of your release. Our
joy cannot match that which your family and many friends

will feel, but is nonetheless most sincere.

I was very sorry indeed that it has not proved possible
to meet you during my visit, but wvirtually every moment of
my day has been fully taken up by official engagements. But
I can assure you that you have been, and will continue to be
very much in my thoughts. I send you my warmest regards and

best wishes.

Mr. A. Koryagin




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

27 March 1987 E
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Dear Cloxled

Please refer to the Prime Minister's letter of 23 March
to Mrs Tatiana Yankelevich, the daughter of the Sakharovs
(copy enclosed for your reference).

Our Embassy in Washington have now contacted
Mrs Yankelovich. She was most grateful for the Prime
Minister's offer to relay an oral message to her parents.
She has no specific message she would wish the Prime Minister
to pass, other than greetings and warmest regards from
herself and her husband.
S ——————————— ‘“x
The Prime Minister may therefore wish to pass on these
greetings when she meets the Sakharovs.
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(L Parker)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
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OUR TELNO 4601 MRS TATIANA YANKELOVICH

1. WE HAVE SPOKEN TO MRS YANKELOVICH (FOR REFERENCE HER

NUMBER 1S 617/964 8528), SHE WAS MNST GRATEFUL FOR THE PRIME
MINISTER'S OFFER TO RELAY AN ORAL MESSALE TO HER PARENTS. SHE
HAS NO SPECIFIC MESSAGE SHE WOULD wiISH THE PRIME MINISTER TO
PASS, OTHER THAN GREETINGS AND WARMEST REGARDS FROM HERSCLF AND
HER HUSBAND, MRS YANKELOVICH TOOK THE POINT ABOUT THE HEED FOR
DISCRETION OVER THE PRIME MINISTER'S PROPOSED MEETING WITH THE
SAKHAROVS.,

ACLAND




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

20 March 1987

Letter to the Prime Minister from Mrs Tatiana Yankelevich

Thank you for your letter of 13 March, enclosing one to
the Prime Minister from Mrs Tatiana Yankelevich, the daughter
of the Sakharovs, asking her if she could take some letters
and papers to her parents in Moscow.

As you say, there are obvious risks in acceding to this
request. We could not ensure the discretion of those involved
and if it became known to the Russians, they would resent the
fact that the Prime Minister was exploiting her visit in this
way. They would see her action as a provocation, which would
reduce her integrity in their eyes. We do not think the gesture
is worth the risk.

However, we see no reason why the Prime Minister should
not, if she wishes, offer to convey an oral message from
Mrs Yankelevich to her parents when she meets with them in
Moscow. If you agree, we will ask our Embassy in Washington
to contact her.

The enclosed draft reply to Mrs Yankelevich assumes that
we will proceed on these lines.
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(L Parker)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
PS/10 Downing Street
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PRIVACY MARKING

Thank you for your letter of 11 March about

my forthcoming visit to the Soviet Union.

I certainly hope to have the opportunity

to meet with your parents in Moscow. I have always
admired their courage and determination, and was

particularly pleased to be able to meet your mother
in London. Their return to Moscow was very welcome

news.

You ask if I could take some letters and
papers to your parents. I am dfraid this would not
\\
be wise. However, I would be\ happy to pass
Ak
on message from you to your parents, and am
asking our Embassy in Washington to tontact you

to see if there is anything you would ‘like me to

say.

v A
Enclosures flag(s) ........... %







10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary 13 March 1987

I attach a copy of a letter the Prime
Minister has received from Mrs. Tatiana
Yankelevich.

I should be grateful for very early
advice and a draft reply to send to
Mrs. Yankelevich. Mrs. Yankelevich
came to see the Prime Minister with her mother.
Obviously there are risks in taking papers to
Moscow on her behalf. If done at all, it
would probably better not be in the context of
the Prime Minister's visit.

(Charles Powell)

Lyn Parker, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




~ TATIANA Y ANKELEVICH
54 MAPLEWOOD AVENUE PERSONAL
NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02159 CONFIDENTIAL

The Right Honourable
Margaret Thatcher
The Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
London, GREAT BRITAIN
March 11, 1987

Dear Madame Prime Minister,

I was happy to learn that on your journey to Moscow you
will visit my parents, Dr.& Mrs. Sakharov. I am certain that
they are very much looking forward to your visit.

I hope you will not find it inappropriate if I ask you to
take some letters and papers to my parents. I will be most
grateful. Please, let me know if you find it possible and how
should 1 address the package so that it reaches you in time for
your departure.

Allow me to use this opportunity to tell you that I feel
very strongly that it was your concern for my parents wellbeing
and compassion that you expressed for them that, together with
other factors, brought about their release and return to Moscow.

And at a risk of making this letter too lengthy, let me
tell you how touched I was when you had taken my mother into the
room at 10 Downing Street where the meetings of the Cabinet take
place. Somehow, this moving gesture and your words about modest
furnishings (in contrast to those of the Kremlin) let me fully
appreciate your commitment to democracy.

Looking forward to hearing from you soon,
I remain,

Madame Prime Minister,

Sincerely yours,




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWI1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary ' 31 March 1987

Thank you very much for your recent letter to the Prime

Minister, forwarded by your friends.

The story of what you and your family have suffered over
so many years moved the Prime Minister deeply. As you know,
she is very concerned at the Soviet Government's continued
refusal to grant exit visas to many individuals like yourselves

who seek no more than the freedom to emigrate.

This is in clear breach of the commitment freely entered

into by the Soviet Union under the Helsinki Final Act,

Please be assured that the Prime Minister will have cases
like your own very much in mind when she raises human rights

questions with Mr. Gorbachev during her visit.
The Prime Minister has asked me to express to you her

very warm sympathies, and hopes that you will soon be able to

leave for Israel together.

Mr. E. Smelyansky
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cc: Miss Horner

1. Please see the attached telex
received from the Women's Campaign
of Soviet Jewry.

2. You might consider adding these
two to the Ogorodnikov and Koryagin
exercise:

3. Mr and Mrs Slepak were among
the recipients of the All Party
Parliamentary Committee Award at
the Ambassador's lunch on 23 February.
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30 March 1987 I R Whitting
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PS/Prime Minister (2,I§;>

5517 .

cc PS/ Secretary of State
HMA

Appeals from Members of the Public to the Prime Minister

1. Moscow Telno 475 to FCO refers.

2. Apart from the letter from Mr Smelyansky, (on which I
have submitted a separate draft), we have so far received
only the three written appeals from Soviet Jews mentioned
in TUR.

3. I attach copies of our replies to them, which draw on
FCO Telno 409. Briefly, details of the 3 cases are as
follows:

Israel Margolius Refusenik from Leningrad since 1979.
Engineer. Aged 60. Has cancer.

Yuri Frants Refusenik for at least 7 years.
Has no relations left in the USSR
apart from immediate family.
Cannot get work suitable for his
qualifications.

Vitaly Zaslavsky Refusenik since 1979. Forced to

leave his job. He has a higher
degree in science (details unknown) .

Kate Horner

29 March 1987




27 March 1987
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Thank you very much for your letter, addressed to the
Prime Minister. Although she has not yet arrived in Moscow,
she is aware that you have written, and of your sad
situation.

The Prime Minister is very concerned about the difficulties
encountered by people such as yourself who are prevented from
emigrating. Such restrictions violate the Soviet Union's
commitments freely entered into in the Helsinki Final Act.

I am sure that the problems encountered by you and many others
like you will be very much in the Prime Minister's mind when
she raises theé guestion of human rights during her talks with
Mr Gorbachev in Moscow.
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Miss K S J Horner
Second Secretary




Mr Yuri Frants

%{J&F M A i

Although the Prime Minister has not yet arrived in Moscow,
we have notified No. 10 Downing Street of your letter.

As you know, the Prime Minister is extremely concerned
about the situation of the many Jewish people in the Soviet
Union like yourself, who are prevented from emigrating.

I am sure that she will have your case in mind when

she raises the question of Soviet emigration policy during
her discussions with Mr Gorbachev in Moscow.
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Miss K S J Horner
Sec¢ond Secretary




Although the Prime Minister has not yet arrived in
Moscow, she is aware that you have written to her and I am
asked to thank you for doing so.

The Prime Minister is, as you know, particularly
concerned about the continued refusal of the Soviet Government
to grant exit visas to many of those who wish to leave. She
will have the problems of people like yourself very much in
mind when she raises the human rights questions with
Mr Gorbachev during her talks in Moscow.

L/M 'S M“]

Vo jis

Miss K S J Horner
Second Secretary
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BY MR RICHARD CLARKE, INR: 30 JANUARY 1987

points of interest arose out of my talks with

Mr Clarke:

a)

'y

Soviet-Israel

Mr Clarke had just been to Israel, and said that
the Russians were now offering to free 12,000
Jewish refuseniks, in return for which they wanted
Israeli agreement for Soviet participation in a
Middle East Peace Conference. The Russians seemed
to be suggesting that they could accept quite a
small role. Apparently Mr Peres has asked

Mrs Thatcher to raise the subject during her visit
to Moscow, and to make the point that, for Israel,
emigration is more important than the establishment

of diplomatic relations.

SDI

A team from the Rand Corporation had recently been

in Moscow, and had called upon the Space Institute.
They found them well plugged in, and believed they
now wielded as much influence as the USA/Canada
Institute (headed by Arbatov). They had discussed in
some detail exactly what might be allowed under a
US/Soviet SDI deal - what power lasers could be
permitted, what 'laboratory' might mean, etc. When
the Rand people asked the Russians why their
delegation in Geneva was unwilling to discuss these

points, the Russians said that it was because they

H BURKE /| ’,( (A

CONFIDENTIAL o

knew the Americans would stonewall.




PS/Secretary of State
Ambassador
Mr Ingham

Pg/Prime Minister

OPEN LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER FROM AN IZVESTIYA READER

l. Izvestiya of 27 March published a letter from
Margarita Pylchikova of Prospekt Revolutsii 4A, Flat 33,
Borisov, Byelorussia.

2. The heading given by Izvestiya is simply 'This letter
arrived yesterday'.

3. The letter reads:

"Dear Prime Minister

Greetings dear Prime Minister of Great Britain
Mrs Margaret Thatcher. I ask you to read the letter
of a simple Russian woman.

There is an arms race going on in the world. There are
tons of deadly nuclear, bacteriological and chemical
weapons for each human being. There is everything to
annihilate mankind, to annihilate life on earth, and
maybe our planet. Who is it who aspires to war, who is
thinking of this monstrous crime? In the first instance
it is the Pentagon, and people who possess great capital.
It seems to them that everything is subordinate to

them, even nature. A particularly fierce hatred is
directed at our country. We the Russian people are a
peace loving nation, we do not want war. We want peace,
we want to live in friendship with all nations. I

think that you Mrs Thatcher understand all this very
well. You appreciate the whole situation sensibly.

Our country performs the function of a balance amongst
states. And if Russia did not exist then there would
still be endless merciless war to subordinate and
consequently enslave other countries. But given the
existence of atomic weapons and 'Star Wars' there will
be no mercy for all humanity.

The tragedy at the nuclear power station at Chernobyl
should be a healthy warning and yet that explosion

was but an insignificant drop in comparison with the
stockpile of nuclear weapons which reckless capital, in
the face of the Pentagon is thinking of dropping on
the heads of humanity. Mrs Thatcher, you area very
clever, charming woman. Please make every effort to
ensure that life on our planet is beautiful, that we

/can ...




can live amongst the beauties of nature, breathe clean air,
and drink clean water and that a clear sun may shine over
us. Our nation has chosen their route for development

and their Government. Your people live according to a
different system but surely this should not be an obstacle
for good neighbourly relations?

Our descendents will with gratitude do honour down the
centuries to those who preserve the planet and life

upon it. We are just as much the children of Mother
Earth as we are the mothers of our children. So let

us preserve the earth for future generations. Of course
we are looking forward to your arrival in our country.
We expect that the meeting between the leaders of

Great Britain and the Soviet Union will bring a warming
in international relations. We expect that you will
evaluate the situation as sensibly as we do and that

you will make your contribution to the cause of universal
peace on our planet".

Signed Margarita Pylchikova
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RESTRICTED

MR. POWELL

The attached is a semi-literate and somewhat impolite facsimile
telegram sent to the Prime Minister from Kharkov (in the Ukraine),
timed 2205 hours on 30 March and addressed to her at the Embassy.
It contains a rambling plea - the Prime Minister should not give
a further twist to the spiral of the arms race, that she should
act to stop SDI in its tracks, and that she should realise that

a nuclear war would destroy all generations on earth. It asks
finally that she should lay a wreath to the memory of a certain

scholar V, Aleksandfov, who vanished without trace in Spain.

KA Bushay .

K. A. BISHOP

31 March 1987

RESTRICTED
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23 March, 1987.

[ enclose a copyv of a letter t+o the
Prime Minister from a Mrs. Venetia Hill

together with a copv of the Prime Minister's

I should be arateful if names

reply

1

of the Dragunskvs could be added to the

lists which we are taking to Moscow.

(C. D. POWELL)

Lyn Parker, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




