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PRIME MINISTER'S VISITs SO¥IET PRESS COMMENT

SUMMNARY

1. SO FAR ONLY ONE SUBSTANTIAL ARTICLE FROM PRAVDA'S LOYDOM
CORRESPONDENT PUBL ISHED ON 24 MARCH. CRITICISM OF TORQUAY
SPEECH AND UK HUMAN RIGHTS. BRITAIN COULD HAVE A ROLE 7D
PLAY IN IMPROVING EAST WEST RELATIONS AND OM ARMS CONTROL.
IT WAS UP TO LONDON,

2. COMMENTING OW 24 WMARCH ON THE PRIME MINISTER'S TORQUAY
SPEECH THE SOVIET MFA SPOXESMAN SAID THAT 1T TONTAINED
YELEMENTS OF A CHARACTER UNFRIENDLY TOWARDS US' RUT CONCLYDED
WITH THE MOPE THAT THE VISIT WOULD PROVIRE A NEW IMPULSE Fa?
BILATERAL RELATIONS N DIFFERENT FIELDS.

ik & E :
3. THE PRIME MIMISTER'S VISITS TO PARIS AND BONN ARE REPOPTED
FACTUALLY 1IN I2VEST4YA OF 2& MARCH, MITTERRAND IS AQUOTED A4S
SAYIRD THAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAD ND MANDATE (N MOSCOY¥ TO
TALK ON BEHALF OF EUROPEANS ALTHOUGH HER OWN OPINIONS WERE
'EXTREMELY AUTHORITATIVE',

DETAIL

4, MASLENNIXDV'S ARTICLE IN PRAVDA OF 2& MARCH BEGAN BV

QUOTING REMARKS BY THE PRIME MINISTER AND 3Y YU wHITH DEST®IRID
GORBACHEV'S ANNDUNCEMENT OF 29 FEBRAURY AS *A USEFUL STEP
FORWARDY AND THAT ({7 COULD *IMPROVE THE ATMNSOHERE FOR ATVS
CONTPOL NEGOTIATIONS AND EAST/WEST RELATIONS 1IN GENERAL'.
MASLENNIKOV ALSO DRCW ATTENTION TO WHAT HE TZPMED BRITISY NOh-
INSISTERCS OW A SIMULTANEQUS SOLUTION OF INF ANT DPERATINAL
TACTIZAL SHORT RANGE MISSILE QUESTIONS WHICH MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEW
UXRDERSTOOD FROM INITIAL REPORTS FROM LONDON.

5. MASLE&NTKOV BALANCED THIS RELATIVELY POSITIVE INTRODUCTIOW
WITH SUBSEQUENT CRITICISH OF THE PRIME MINISTEP'S SPEECH AT
TORGUAY *'WHICH COULD WARDLY BE CALLED CONSTRUCTIVE'® ADVOCATIYS
DEAL ING ¥ITH THE SOVIET UNION FROM & POSITION OF STRENSTH, SUCH
AN TOUT=DATED DICTIONARY' WOULD NOT REAP REWARDS, 17 SHOULD

ROT BE FORGOTTEN THAT SUTH AN APPROACH TO THE SOVIET UNION HAD
NEVER PRODUCED ANYTHING EXCEPT SEADLOCK.: THE ARTICLE CRITICISED
WHAT IT TERMED THE RIGHT WING BRITISH PRESS FOP STATING THAT TuE
ZERO OPTION WOULD LEAVE THE SOVIET UNION AMFAD |% SRINF, THIS
IGNORED THE 28 FERRUARY PROPOSAL TO WITHIRAY SRINF FROY THE 7DR
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~ND CZECHOSLOVAKTA AND LAUNCH MEGOTIATIONS TO REDUCE AND
ELIMIKATE OTHER TACTICAL WEAPONS, ATTEMPTS TO FIND PRETEXTS FOR
MAINTAINING 44D BUILDING UP RUTLEAR WERPONS |N EUR0OPE SHOVED
THAT *VERY {NFLUENTIAL CTIRCLES' (N WESTEPN EUROPE AND THE
US WERE UNABLE TO SIVE UP THE CONCEPT OF NUTLEAR DETERPEMCE AwD
THE WISH, ASSOCIATED WITA T TO NESOTIATE WITH THE SOVIET UW1OX
FROM A POSITION OF STRENGTH.

- 6o THE POLICY OF THE BR{TISH GOVERNMENT HELPED TD SPREAD SUCH
{DEAS £.3. THROUGH THE TRIDENT DECIS{ON, MASLENNIKOV ALSO DREY
ATTENTIOR TO YOUR RECENT SPEECH (N BRUSSELS, QUOTING YDUR REMARK
THAT FOR THE TIME BEING "EUROPEAN SECUR{ITY Will DEPEND ON -

“MUCLEAR WEAPDNS®. THIS ATTITUDE WAS TONTRASTED W{TH THE LABOUP

£, PARTY"S NOV-AUCLEAR DEFENCE POLICY SUPPORTED BY *MILLIONS OF
nmas- i SRE
?. msx.tnnlov ALSD WOTED WHAT E TERMED THE am-sme'r NATURE
- DF ARTICLES AND COMMENTAR{ES ON CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE-

" SOY4ET UNION NOW APPEARING 1% THE BRITISH MEDIA, MUCH OF 47T
“PRODUCED BY FORMER SOVIET CITiZENS, SUCH TIRCLES WERE FORMING.

“MEW ANT1 SOVIET DRGANISATIONS SUCH AS THE *ASSOCIATION OF MIVES

DF WEMBERS ‘OF PARLIANENT FOR THE DEFENCE OF SOVIET JEWRY', 17~

; WAS PEOPLE L1KE THAT.AHO -WERE ADVISING THE PRINE WIN1STER TD.
L' SET UP & SORT OF £XAN DN DEMOCRATASATION AND HUMAN RISHTS 1%
< P~ MOSCOW. THE SOVIET. UNON D1D WOT MEED LESSONS :ON TS TURRENT
" POL4CIES -ON RENEWAL AND DEMOCRATISATION FROM THE VEST, 4D wone
S PARTICULARLY FROW'A TOUNTRY WITH ALMOST & MILLYON DEPRIVED OF

'Qf}_ THE ELEMENTARY RIGHT TD WORK SEMICOLDN onE AND & HALF *iLL 108
p s PEOPLE 1N ULSTER DEPRIVED OF THE RIGHT TD RUN THE R OWN AFFAIRS

.a.r-. SEMICOLON WILLIONS OF TOLOURED PEOPLE REGARDED AS BECONWD TLASS

~ CITIZENS SEMICOLON HUNDREDS DF THOUSANDS -OF HOMELESS SEMICOLON
AND THOU:‘NDS OF COLOUPED F&”IL‘ES SEPAR‘TED BY D‘SCR'”"&TORVV
L"So ; A5 -»;“» > ¥

S M WASLENWIKOY NOTED THAT "DESPATE ALL THIS® BRITASH POLITICAL "
' DBSERVERS WERE INCREASINGLY INTERESTED IN THE POSSIBLE RESULTS OF
THE FORTHCOMING DISCUSSIONS ESPECIALLY N THE AREA DF ARNS

| CONTROL AND WHETHER BRITAIN HAD 4 TATALYTAC ROLE 3K THE t:o'rrsx'r

OF US/SOVIET assoumm. __(;";‘_:,?_"f’*"*f AR fg

9. s .oxcz.unaa FHAT DRITAIN HAD SOBJECTIVE 1'ossnm.mtzs For -
THE PROMOTION AND {MPROVEMENT 4N THE INTERNATIONAL S{TUATION'.
- AHOWEYER BRITAIN'S TONTRIBUTION TO THIS WISTORICAL PROCESS-

" DEPENDED ANITIALLY ON LOWDON 1TSELF*. THE DNLY WECESSITY AS - -

FOR THE POLITICAL AUTHORITY OF BRITAIN T0.3E vum on wns 311:;
COF n:SARnansur “TRUST AND nzfsurz."" S
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> connsur :
10, T 1S srmmnn SOVIET PRACTICE TO BE° msnm.mma :sfm'r :
~ LEADERS AND couurmss WHOSE VIEWS WAVE PER FORCE 70 BE RECKOWED
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WiTH, ﬁ#SLFNXlKOV S pRETY{yDISGBL!SINC YOST OF TUi TIME
ARYIAY, HIS AGGRESSIVE REMARKS O HUMAN RISATS ARL X KIEP NS
WwiTH THE RECENT MOVE TO TAXKE A LESS DEFENSIVE POSITION, BT
MUCH DF IT READS LIKE AN ADMISSI0N OF VULNERAZILITY AND OF A
DESIRE TO GET ONE'S OWN WORD IX F{IRST.
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