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Thank you for your message of good wishes and sound

advice in advance of my recent visit to Moscow.

In the event I was not able to have any detailed
discussion of Middle Eastern developments with Mr. Gorbachev,
as I had hoped to do, although we did agree on the importance

of finding peaceful solutions to regional conflicts.

However, Sir Geoffrey Howe did have a long talk with
Mr. Shevardnadze. He found him quite realistic in assessing
the way forward. He accepted that more work was needed
before even a preparatory conference could be convened
although he had no firm ideas on how this work should be
approached. He emphasised however that this preparatory work

must get under way.

I share your hope that contacts between the Soviet Union
and Israel will help to narrow the gap between the parties
and to clear the path towards an international conference.
The Soviet leaders made it clear to us that they expected
preparatory work for a conference to include Israel and that
in the course of it bilateral contacts between the Soviet
Union and Israel could take place. I am encouraged by the
subsequent reports of Soviet movement on the questions of

consular exchanges with Israel and of Jewish emigration.




In your message you stressed the importance of the
Jordanian/Palestinian agreement of February 1985 and drew

attention to the unfortunate consequences if the PLO were to

abrogate it. I entirely agree that such a step by the PLO

would make it even more difficult to draw them back in to the
peace process. Sir Geoffrey Howe argued in Moscow that it
was essential to see that the search for PLO unity did not

break the fragile bridge between the PLO and King Hussein.

I know that you are concerned, as we are, about the
situation in Beirut. We have just announced additional
humanitarian aid of £550,000 to the ICRC and UNRWA to support
their relief work in Lebanon. We are continuing to do what
we can to encourage those concerned to allow access to the
Palestinian camps, and suggested to the Soviet leaders that

they should use their influence with Syria to the same end.

His Excellency Mohamed Hosni Mubarak




10 DOWNING STREET
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From the Private Secretary 6 April 1987

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION:
MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT MUBARAK

I enclose a signed version of the Prime
Minister's message to President Mubarak
about her visit to the Soviet Union.

I am afraid that it issued too late for
the best wishes for today's elections

to be included. I should be grateful

if the text could be telegraphed to Cairo
for delivery today.

(C. D. POWELL)

Robert Culshaw, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Thank you for your message of good wishes and sound

advice in advance of my recent visit to Moscow.

In the event I was not able to have any detailed
discussion of Middle Eastern developments with Mr. Gorbachev,
as I had hoped to do, although we did agree on the importance

of finding peace solutions to regional conflicts.

However, Sir Geoffrey Howe did have a long talk with
Mr. Shevardnadze. He found him quite realistic in assessing
the way forward. He accepted that more work was needed
before even a preparatory conferenée could be convened

although he had no firm ideas on how this work should be

approached. He emphasised however that this preparatory work

must get under way.

I share your hope that contacts between the Soviet Uion
and Israel will help to narrow the gap between the parties
and to clear the path towards an international conference.
The Soviet leaders made it clear to us that they expected
preparatory work for a conference to include Israel and that
in the course of it bilateral contacts between the Soviet
Union and Israel could take place. I am encouraged by the
subsequent reports of Soviet movement on the questions of

consular exchanges with Israel and of Jewish emigration.




In your message you stressed the importance of the
Jordanian/Palestinian agreement of February 1985 and drew
attention to the unfortunate consequences if the PLO were to
abrogate it. I entirely agree that such a step by the PLO
would make it even more difficult to draw them back in to the
peace process. Sir Geoffrey Howe argued in Moscow that it
was essential to see that the search for PLO unity did not

break the fragile bridge between the PLO and King Hussein.

I know that you are concerned, as we are, about the
situation in Beirut. We have just announced additional
humanitarian aid of £550,000 to the ICRC and UNRWA to support
their relief work in Lebanon. We are continuing to do what
we can to encourage those concerned to allow access to the
Palestinian camps, and suggested to the Soviet leaders that

they should use their influence with Syria to the same end.

May I take this opportunity to send you my very best
wishes for a successful outcome to the election to the
People's Assembly on 6 April. Your efforts to foster
democracy in Egypt will, I am sure, contribute immensely to
meeting the political and economic challenges' which your

Government will face in the coming months.
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His Excellency Mohamed Hosni Mubarak




PRIME MINISTER

VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION: MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT MUBARAK

President Mubarak sent you a message shortly before your
visit to the Soviet Union setting out the main current issues
in the Middle East and asking you to do what you could to

persuade the Soviet Union to be positive.

In the event, you were not able to have any detailed discussion

with Mr. Gorbachev about the Middle East although the Foreign
Secretary had quite a full talk with Mr. Shevardnadze.

I think it would nontheless be appropriate for you to reply
to President Mubarak's message. I attach a draft. Agree

to sign?

CHARLES POWELL

3 April 1987




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

3 April 1987

Arab/Israel: Message from President Mubarak

In my letter of 27 March, I undertook to provide a draft
reply from the Prime Minister, after the Moscow visit, to the
"oral message" addressed to her by President Mubarak of Egypt
(Dr al-Baz's original text now enclosed).

I now enclose a draft message in the form of a telegram
for transmission to Cairo if the Prime Minister is content.
The draft mentions Egypt's Assembly elections on 6 April,
and should therefore be sent before or during the weekend.
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(R N Culshaw)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street

CONFIDENTIAL
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however that this preparatory work must get under way.

I share your hope that tt¥e contacts between the Soviet Union and

Israel will help to narrow the gap between the parties and to

clear the path towards an international conference. The Soviet
Leaders made it clear to us that they expected preparatory work

[ for a conference to include Israel and that in the course of it

place. I am encouraged by the subsequent reports of Soviet move-
ment on the questions of consular exchanges with Israel and of

| Jewish emigration.

In your message you stressed the importance of the Jordanian/

| Palestinian agreement of February 1985 and drew attention to the

' unfortunate consequences if the PLO were to abrogate it. I

| entirely agree that such a step by the PLO w0uLd make 1t2more
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I know that you are concerned, as we are, about the situation in
Beirut. We have just announced additional humanitarian aid of
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May I take this opportunity to send you my very best wishes for a
successful outcome to the election to the People's Assembly on 6
April. Your efforts to foster democracy in Egypt will, I am sure,
contribute immensely to meeting the political and economic
challenges which your Government will face in the coming months.
ENDS

HOWE
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PRIME MINISTER

VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION: MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT MUBARAK

President Mubarak sent you a message shortly before your
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visit to the Soviet Union setting out the main current issues

in the Middle East and asking you to do what you could to

persuade the Soviet Union to be positive.

In the event, you were not able to have any detailed discussion
with Mr. Gorbachev about the Middle East although the Foreign
Secretary had quite a full talk with Mr. Shevardnadze.
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I think it would nontheless be appropriate for you to reply
to President Mubarak's message. I attach a draft. Agree

to sign?

CHARLES POWELL

3 April 1987




