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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 6 April 1987
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(/¢an I/)w. KILH:

When we met in London last month, I promised to raise

the problem of Cambodia during my visit to Moscow.

I did indeed make clear to Mr Gorbachev our deep concern
about Soviet support for the Vietnamese occupation of
Cambodia. Sir Geoffrey Howe also discussed the matter at
greater length with Mr Shevardnadze, and will be happy to
give you and your colleagues a personal account when he comes

to Bangkok later this month.

We both pointed out to the Russians that their support

r Vietnam only reinforced international apprehensions about

o
oviet policies worldwide. The Russians said that they were

reluctant to exert any pressure on the Vietnamese to withdraw
decause such pressure would be ineffective. They argued that
a solution to the Cambodian problem could not be achieved
overnight, that responsibility for a solution ultimately
rested with the countries in the region and that the progress
of achieving a national consensus in Cambodia would have to
start before Vietnamese troops left and continue after they
had gone. The Russians claimed to have gained the impression
that some outlines of a peaceful settlement acceptable to

ASEAN and the countries of Indo-China were emerging.




I fear that the Soviet attitude was entirely
predictable. There was no movement, but at least they were
prepared to discuss the subject. We can only keep up the
pressure on them and on the Vietnamese to take the steps

necessary for a solution.

I should be happy for you to share this information with
your ASEAN colleagues but I should be grateful if, beyond

that, you could treat it in strict confidence.

His Excellency General Prem Tinsulanonda




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary 6 April 1987

I enclose a message from the Prime
Minister to the Prime Minister of Thailand
about her recent visit to Moscow. I should
be grateful if the text could be telegraphed
to Bangkok for delivery.

(C. D. POWELL)

Robert Culshaw, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

3 April 1987

Proposed Message to the Thai Prime Minister on Cambodia

When General Prem, the Thai Prime Minister, called
on the Prime Minister on 12 March he stressed the importance
of concentrating international attention on the
Cambodian problem and the need to work for a solution.
The Prime Minister indicated that she would raise
Cambodia with Mr Gorbachev when she visited Moscow.
General Prem was clearly pleased with this undertaking.

The Prime Minister did raise Cambodia with
Mr Gorbachev and the Foreign Secretary also discussed
Cambodia at length with Mr Shevardnadze. It would help
our relations with the Thais if the Prime Minister were
now to send a short personal message to General Prem to
confirm that she had fulfilled her undertaking to him.

I enclose a draft, the last sentence of which is
intended to discourage the Thais from revealing
publicly the details of what the Soviet leaders said
to the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary.

(R N Culshaw)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
PS/10 Downing Street
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When we met in London last month, I s&td—that

Yo

*-woudd raise the problem of Cambodia during

my visit to Moscow. 7

I did indeed make clear to Mr Gorbaché; our

deep concern about Soviet support f6r the Vietnamese
C—» ‘«’
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occupation of Cambodia. Geoffrey Howe also
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discussed -Cambodia, at greater /length g with
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Mr Shevardnadze ) Sir—G@eoffrey will be happy

to give you and your colleagues a personal account
when he comes to Bangkok /Jlater this month.
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Eointed out to tpe Russians that their support
S
for Vietnam served. reinforce&international

apprehensions about Soviet policies worldwide.
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The Russians said that they were reluctant to
exert any pressgure on the Vietnamese to withdraw
because suchfpressure would be ineffective.

They argueq;that a solution to the Cambodian
problem 96ﬁld not be achieved overnight, that
respongilbility for a solution ultimately rested
wigp'the countries in the region and that the

progress of achieving a national consensus in

/Cambodia




Cambodia would have to start before Vietnamese
troops left and continue after they hdd gone.

The Russians claimed to have gained/the impression
that some outlines of a peaceful gettlement
acceptable to ASEAN and the countries of
Indo-China were emerging.
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I thimk—you—will—agree- that the Soviet attitude
was entirely predictable.f There was no movement,

but at least they were prepared to dlscuss the
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subject. ~F—am—sure that It Is rightJto keep up

the pressure on them and on the Vietnamese to
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take ¢enerete steps towardﬁ a solution.

I should be happy/for you to share this informatio

with your ASEAN colleagues but I should be gratefu
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if, beyond that/, you could treat it iﬁ:éonfidence.
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