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YOUR TELND 4773 GORBACHEV'S VISIT TO PRAGUE

1, THE ONLY NEWS IN THE SOVIET MEDIA OF THE POSTPOMNEMENT WAS
CARRIED BY THE SOVIET TV NEWS PRDGRAMME VREMYA OM 5 APRIL AND
DATELINED PRAGUE. THE PUBLICATION OF |ZVESTIA ON 6 APRIL WHICH
WAS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED ON 5 APRIL AS TO BE HELD OVER (PROBABLY
TO ACCOMMODATE DEPARTURE PHOTOGRAPH AND SPEECHES) ALSO POINTS

70 A SUDDEN DECISION TO POSTPONE,

2., THE CZECH EMBASSY HERE WILL NOT GO BEYOND THE 'SLIGHT COLD'

REASON AND SPECULATION AROUND THE TOWN RANGES FROM CZECH OR
SOVIET MILITARY RESISTANCE TO THE POSSIBLE ANNOUNCEMENT OF

TROOP WITHDRAWALS DURING THE VISIT TC CZECH ANNOYANCE WITH A
REQUEST BY GORBACHEV TO MEET LDUBCEK.,

3. MY OWN GUESS (S THAT THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOME LAST MINUTE
DISAGREEMENT WITHIN THE LEADERSHIP HERE ON THE LINE YO TAKE OVER
"Y'PERESTROIKA'* (N EASTERN EURGPE., GORBACHEV'S VISIT TO PRAGUE
1S NOT ONLY IMPORTANT FOR THE SEASON BUT IT WILL BE H{S FIRST TO
AN EASTERN EUROPE COUNTRY FOLLOWING THE JANUARY PLENUM,

4, | MAY HAVE SOME SUPPLEMENTARY (NFORMATION WHICH COULD REACH
YOU BY 1300Z ON 7 APRIL IF ANYTHING EMERGES FROM MY MEETING WITH
MY US, FRENCH AND FRG COLLEAGUES WHICH BEGINS AT 07922
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