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CHARAC'S VHSHT TO MOSCOW

SUMMARY
1. CHHRAC'S WHSWHT CARRHES RMSKS, BUT HE HAS TO SHOW DOMESTWCALLY
THAT HE CAN TALK TO THE RUSSHANS.

DETA4L

2. CHIRAC SETS OFF TOMORROW (14 MAY) ON A 3-DAY VHS#T TO THE USSR.
AFTER THE EXPULSWON OF 6 SOWET DIPLOMATS N EARLY APRML, #T LOOKED
AT ONE STAGE AS #F THE WiSHT WOULD BE POSTPONED. AS SEEN FROM HERE,
THE RUSSHANS PLAYED HARD TO GET OVER THE DATES, AND THEN THE
PROGRAMME, AND ARE NOW KEEPH4NG UP A STRONG ANTM~FRENCH PRESS
CAMPAWGN. CENTRAL THEMES AS REPORTED HERE ARE THE TOUGH LANE TAKEN
BY CHIRAC ON BOTH ARMS CONTROL AND HUMAN RUGHTS WSSUES. THAT CHARAC
HAS NEVERTHELESS PERSEVERED WTH THE V4StiT #S PROBABLY DUE TO
DOMESTHC POLWMICAL CONSHDERATHONS. TO FURTHER HiS OWN PRESHDENTHAL
AMBHTAONS AND TO COUNTER M4TTERRAND'S MONOPOLY #N THE ROLE OF
FRANCE 'S WORLD STATESMAN, CH4RAC NEEDS TO SHOW THAT HE TOO CAN DO
BUSHNESS WWTH WORLD LEADERS. HYS VWSAT TO WASHANGTON AT THE
BEGHNNHNG OF APRWL. WAS REASONABLY SUCCESSFUL BUT NEEDED TO BE
BALANCED BY A TRdP TO MOSCOW.

3. THE SITUATHON DOES HOWEVER CARRY RWSKS. THE RUSSWANS APPEAR #N NO
MOOD TQ OFFER CHARAC ANY FAVOURS. H#S VikSIT WHLL WNEVWTABLY BE
COMPARED WWTH MRS THATCHER'S. FRENCH OFFHCWALS HAVE NEGOTHATED A
MEETWNG WNTH GORBACHEV, AN APPEARANCE ON SOVHET TELEVASWON, ETC, BUT
CHYRAC MAY BE LUCKY TO AVO4D UNFAVOURABLE COMMENT. SO FAR PRESS
COVERAGE HAS BEEN VERY LOW-KEY = WHMCH MAY 4N #TSELF REFLECT
GOVERNMENT CAUTHON OR NERVOUSNESS. AS FOR THE SUBSTANCE, WE HAVE
BEEN UNABLE TO DETECT ANY NEW THEME. CH4RAC WALL HAVE TO BE CAREFUL
OVER WHAT HE SAYS ON HWNF. BRIEFINGS SO FAR HAVE BEEN #N TERMS OF
ANFORMING HIMSELF ON SOVHET POLACAES AND EXPLAWMANG FRENCH VAEWS ON
~CNFIDEMTIAL  fwoman
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HUMAN R#GHTS, NUCLEAR DETERRRENCE AND EUROPE. BUT WHTH CHYRAC THERE
WS ALWAYS THE RWSK OF THE SURPR4SE COMMENT.
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