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SUMMARY
1. N MY FAREWELL CALL ON MWTTERRAND THitS MORNGNG HE SPOKE WARMLY
ABOUT THE PRESENT STATE OF ANGLO/FRENCH RELATWONS, BUT PUT DOWN A

MARKER ABOUT #MPENDMNG DiFFHCULTEWS OVER AGRUCULTURE.
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2. N MY FAREWELL CALL ON MBTTERRAND HE STRUCK A VERY POSWT#VE NOTE

ABOUT RELATHONS N GENERAL. AFTER A DifFFd4CULT FIERST TwO YEARS HE HAD
BEEN ABLE TO WORK WELL WWTH MRS THATCHER ON COMMUMTY QUESTHONS,
PARTWCULARLY AT FONTAWNEBLEAU, AND MORE RECENTLY ON DEFENCE
QUESTHONS, WHERE POSHTHONS HAD COME CLOSER. HE ACKNOWLEDGED, :WN
RESPONSE TO MY COMMENT, THAT T WAS NOW NORMAL FOR THE TWO COUNTRWES
TO LOOK FOR COMMON POSITHONS #NSTEAD OF EXPECTUNG AUTOMAT:HCALLY TO
FAND THEMSELVES ON OPPOSITE SWDES OF THE BARRMCADES. CO-OPERATUON o
COUNTERWNG TERRORWSM HAD #MPROVED. THE DECWSHON TO BWLD THE

CHANNEL TUNNEL WAS OF LONG-TERM PSYCHOLOGACAL AS WELL AS ECONOMIC
SHGNHFHCANCE .

3. THE MAN SUBJECT WHekCH MATTERRAND CHOSE TO RAWSE WAS AGRICULTURE.
HE SA#D HE HAD PERSONALLY SUPPORTED MILK QUOTAS AND WAS READ
ENDORSE OTHER MEANS OF HOLDMNG PRODUCTHON WiTH#N REASONABLE LiWHTS.
FRANCE COULD NOT EXPECT TO BENEFT EXCESSHWLEY FROM THE CAP. wkT
M4GHT NOT BE POSSHBLE TO ELHMANATE SURPLUSES ENTHRELY: AGRICULTURE
WAS PART OF THE BACKGROUND OF CawiLiSATHON N FRANCE AND N OTHER
COUNTRiES AND COULD NOT BE ABANDONED. BUT SURPLUSES COULD NOT BE
BULT UP iNDEFuMTLEY. HOWEVER HE FORESAW THE R4SK OF CLASHES
BETWEEN BR&NTAUN AND FRANCE ON AGRUCULTURAL QUESTHONS 4N THE
COMMUNIBTY shN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS,. b SAD 4T WOULD BE AMPORTANT TO
DSCUSS AGRMCULTURAL QUESMNSﬁMATERALLY AND wN CONFWDENCE TO SEE
S——— S————
AF WE COULD ESTABLKSH SOME COMMON POSWHTMONS. MUTTERRAND AGREED AND
SAMD HE HOPED MY SUCCESSOR WOULD BE FULLY BRMEFED ON THESE

QUESTHONS.

4. ON THE COMMUMNMNTY BUDGET MKTTERRAND SAHD HE THOUGHT THE BRWTHSH
POSHKTHON TOO R4GHD. HE UNDERSTOOD MRS THATCHER'S ARGUMENT THAT ONE
SHOULD NOT GO ON POURING N MORE MONEY WHEN THE EXPEND:TURE APPEARED
UNNECESSARY OR WASTEFUL. BUT THERE HAD TO BE SOME SORT OF COMPROMISE
TO ENABLE THE COMMUMKTY TO FUNCTHON AND DEVELOP. THE 1.6 PERCENT OF
VAT WHICH WAS N PROSPECT WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH. ADMITTEDLY HKS OWN
GOVERNMENT AT PRESENT TOOK A RESTRUCTUVE V€W, BUT HE WAS PERSONALLY
CONVANCED ONE SHOULD LOOK AHEAD TO 1.8 PECENT OR 2 PERCENT. THESE
WERE RELATWELY SMALL SUMS COMPARED WTH THE MAGN&TUDE OF THE

COMMUNSTY ENTERPRWSE. s RESTATED QUR POSHT:HON.
AONNMEINENT!
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5. METTERRAND CONCLUDED WkTH FURTHER WARM REFERENCES TO LONDON AND
TO TS PARTUCULAR APPEAL TO FRENCHMEN, DUE N PART TO THE GREAT
HUSTORMCAL DiFFERENCES THEY SENSED ON CROSS#HNG THE CHANNEL. HE WAS
GLAD THAT SOME OF THE SENSE OF R:VALRY HAD GONE OUT OF THE
RELATHMONSHe:P . BUT OF COURSE SOME WOULD ALWAYS REMAMN BETWEEN TwO
*SUCH NATHONS, AS T DésD BETWEEN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, #RELAND AND
WALES. HE THOUGHT THUS NO BAD THING.

6. it SLHWPPED #N A REFERENCE TO MY SAT:USFACT-MON AT HAV'NG SERVED i
PARWES THROUGHOUT THE MAJOR PART OF HMS FYRST SEVEN YEAR TERM. HE D:kD
NOT TAKE ME UP ON THE WORD 'FilRST',

FRETWELL

YYYY

PCLNAN 5083

Feame GeNckA .

CONFIBENTIAL




