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1. CDU LOSE ABSOLUTE MAJORITY AND WILL HAVE TO FORM A COALTION WITH

THE FOP. £To e
-———-1.,.

DETAIL
2. LAMD ELECTIONS WERE HWELD IN THE RMIMELAND=PALATINATE ON 17 MAY,
PROVISIONAL FINAL RESULTS (19813 RESULTS IN BRACKETE) AREs

Chu PERCENT A5.1(51.9) SEATS AB(ST)
SPD 3B.B8({39.6) 40(43)
FhF Ta3l 3.5) =}
GREENS 5.9( A.5) S(= )
QOTHERS 2.9( 0.5)

TURKOUTy 77.1 PERCEKT (90.& PERCENT IN 1983, WHEN ELECTION WAS HELD
SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS).

3. THE MOST STRIKING FEATURE |5 THE SIZE OF THE SLUMP IN THE CDU'S
VOTE. [N SOME RURAL AREAS THIS WAS OVER 10 PERCENT. |T HAD BEEW
WIDELY EXPECTED THAT THE CDU WOULD LOSE ITS ABSOLUTE MAJORITY, BuT
LOSSES O THIS SCALE ARE A MASTY SHOCK FOR THEM. ON TV LAST

HIGHT KOHL MADE NO SECRET OF HMIS DISAPPOINTMENT. HE CITED AS THREE
OBVIDUS REASONS THE LOW TURN=OUT,| DISCONTENT AMONG THE FARMERS| AND
WINE-GROWERS | AND THE INF DEBATE WITHIN THE COALITION, WHEN | SAW
HiI® THIS Hﬂﬂﬁl'ﬂ, COUNT LAMBSDORFF (FDP) OFFERED AS A FOURTH FACTOR
THE INEVITABLE WEAR AND TEAR AFFECTING MINISTER-PRESIDEKT BERNHARD
VOGEL (CDU) AFTER MORE THAM TEN YEARS IN OFFICE.

—

&, THE FOP DID BETTER THAN EXPECTED, MORE THAN DOUBLING THEIR YOTE.
THEY MADE THE MOST OF THEIR SUPPORT FOR INF DOUBLE IERD IN THE
CAMPA1GN, #ND_IT CLEARLY PALID OFF. THIS AND THEIR SUCCESS IN THE
HAMBURGELECTIONS THE SAME DAY (ON WHICH SEE WAMBURE TELND DD8, NOT
TO ALLY GIVE THEM Twd MORE FEATHERS IM THEIR CAP, FOLLOWING THEIR
SUCCESSES IN THE BUMDESTAG ELECTIONS IN JANUARY AND IM HESSEM LAST
MONTH. TALKS WITH THE CDU ON FORMING A COALITION IN MAINZI BEGIN

TODAY. . =T o~
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5. THE SPD'S RESULT 15 SATISFACTORY FOR THEM, GIVEM THAT THEY NEVER
EXPECTED TO WIN, (LAFONTAINE TOLD NATO AMBASSADORS ON 15 MAY THAT HE
oiT NOT THINK EN SPD RECOVERY COULD BEGIN BEFORE THE AUTUMN.) THEY
MORE OR LESS WELD TWEIR GROUND VIS=A=V|S THE GREENS, WHO IN ANY CASE
DID NOT PRESEMT AS SERIOUS A THREAT AS THEY DO IN SOME OTHER
LAENDER, THE GREENS THEMSELVES CLEARED THE 5 PERCENT HURDLE, AS

THEY WERE EXPECTED TO DO, BUT KOT BY A GREAT MARGIN. THE LOOSE
ASSOCIATION OF PRIMARILY RIGHT-WING "FREE VOTERS' GROUPS', WHO
LOOKED DURING THE CAMPAIGN AS IF THEY MIGHT TAKE VALUABLE VOTES AwAY
FROM THE CDU AND FDP, COULD IN THE END MWANAGE DMLY 1.5 PERCENT, AND
FINISHED AMONE THE ALSO=RANG.

6. OVERALL THIS RESULT SEEMS TO CONFIRM THE TREND _AMAY FROM THE
LARGER PARTIES AND TOWARDS THE SMALLER OMES WHICH WE HAVE MOTED 1IN
OTHER RECENT ELECTIOMS, INCGLUDING THOSE TO THE BUNDESTAG 1IN JANUARY.
GIVEW THE GREENS' ERRATIC AND DIVIDED ATTITUDE TO POWER-BHARING

WHETHER IN PRINCIPLE OR IN PRACTICE, TWE PRIMCIPAL BENEF ICIARY OF
THIS MOVEMENT EVERYWHERE IE THE FDP,

T L—

T. FURTHER ANALYSIS OF THIS AND THE MAMBURG ELECTIONS FOLLOWS BY
LETTER. HMCE FRANKFURT [AWAY TODAY) WiLL ALSO WISH TO COMMENT ON HIS
RETURN.
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