10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

20 May 1987

From the Private Secretary

Thank you for letting me see your note about follow-up to
the Prime Minister's visit to Moscow. I thought it was
generally very helpful and inventive.

I would be very cautious about the Soviet proposal to
hold a Conference on human rights in Moscow. There are some
who argue that we in the West could turn this proposal to our
advantage by demanding that the Russians release political
prisoners, allow them to attend the Conference etc. I am much
more sceptical. The Russians have a way of sliding out of
their obligations or fulfilling them fleetingly before
slipping back to old standards and practice. Moreover, it
seems to me that it would debase the whole concept of human
rights for Western representatives to attend a Conference on
the subject in the Soviet Union, when their record is so
abysmal. It just feels wrong, like holding a convention of
Rabbis in Mecca. The Prime Minister did not actually discuss
this particular proposal with Mr. Gorbachev. Had she done
so, I believe that she would have followed more or less the
line line of thought above.

I agree that it is very important to pursue the
opportunities in Anglo-Soviet trade and an excellent idea to
get George Jellicoe along for a discussion. He is deeply
involved.

You mention cultural exchanges. This is another
important area. The mandarins i/c reside in Cultural
Relations Department of the FCO. I imagine they will need all
the help they can get in expanding such exchanges and making
them into something worthwhile.

One final area, which you do not directly mention but
which seems to me very important, is the establishment of
links with the International Department of the Central
Committee of the CPSU. This is not strictly a job for us
bureaucrats, since we deal with the Ministries. The Labour
Party have their contacts on a party net. I would have
thought there was a strong case for the CPS to establish some
sort of line to the International Department. It currently
has a very important role in Soviet foreign and security




policy making. If you decide to pursue this idea, please do
not attribute it to me.

I should be grateful if you could treat this letter as
personal.

(CHARLES POWELL)

Laurence Kelly, Esqg.




From: Laurence Kelly

FOLLOW-UP ACTION BY CPS TO HELP THE PRIME MINISTER FOLLOWING

HER SOVIET VISIT.

1 More than a month has elapsed since Mrs Thatcher's L//

Spectacular success during her visit to the USSR.

2 It is notoriously difficult to keep up the goodwill
and euphoria engendered during the visit, especially by
v’

those not actually present and reading between the lines
after the event.

3 CPS should concern itself with the themes which
Contributions by experts might help to develop. The obvious

Place from which to identify such themes are from the

transcripts of her speeches and those of Mr Gorbachev. \

4 There are important areas of policy which the CPS are

unable to iffgmngﬂfff' which are best left to professionals

with the power and responsibility to deal with them: eg

the Americans on arms control.

Mr Gobachev's speech at the Krem~lin on March 30 1987

There are a few useful sSuggestions made during his speech
which could be worked upon as possibly acceptable themes

for further Anglo Soviet collaboration.

4 The Anglo Soviet wartime alliance. An enormous weight

of Soviet pPropaganda films are put out every year about

their gloriocus role in defeating the Germans. Tt might be
suggested that in choosing themes about the last war for

films and TV, more emphasis might be given to the Anglo-

Soviet wartime alliance, and a whole new generation of Soviet
young be taught about the wartime conferences between Churchill
and Stalin and the quantity of material aid given to the 05'“”

Soviet military machine during the war.

Mr Gorbachev also came up with the offer to host in

Moscow:
"A representative humanitarian forum, .... which could

/effectively




effectively contribute to the European process. What strikes
us, however, is that as soon as we proposed that we discuss
human rights in a serious and business like manner, and
compare in an atmosphere of reciprocal openess the actual
conditions of life in our country and in the capitalist
Countries, the West has seemingly begun to get nervous

and is once again seeking tc confine the examination of

the whole problem to discussing just two or three personal

cases, while shying away from looking into all the remaining

issues."

It would be of great interest to know what the views of Sir Brian
Cartledge are on this and whether or not the Prime Minister discussed
the matter further with Mr Gorbachev (we ought to check this with

Mr Charles Powell) and whether or not she views this whole idea as

another major public relations exercise by Mr. Gorbachev where they

would call all the tunes)and set the agenda}and there would be no

mileage in it for British interests. We could drum up some very severe

conditions under which this could ke pursued.

Another major point that arose during the Kremlin speeches, was the
Prime Minister's hope to expand Anglo-Soviet trade:

"Today, we had turned to bilateral matters and in particular trade.

I have agreed with Prime Minister Ryzhkov this morning that we should
work together to achieve by 1990 a volume of 2.5 billion roukles in our
bilateral trade. This will entail each side achieving an increase
of'f350—400 million over their present export level. To this end,

Mr Ryzhkov handed me a list of export and import opportunities. As

you know, British companies have signed some important contracts and

letters of intent in recent days."

The Anglo-Soviet Chamber of Commerce have:.no doubt followed this up
actively since the Prime Minister's visit and we ought to get up-to-date
and discover what the shopping list boils down to and what important
contracts have been signed by British companies and what Letters of
Intent exist. I suggest very strongly that we ask Lord Jellicoe to
attend our meeting and brief us as he was in Moscow with the PM

and would therefore have his finger on the subject.

Other topics




Other topics were raised by Mr Gorbachev. He rejected
the proposition that the Socialist economy did not work.
The CPS could contact Soviet economists working in the UK,
to update the present view about this. He also welcomed ZVO
the theme of 'peaceful' competition 'between our two

économic systems.'

Mrs Thatcher's speech at the Kremlin, March 30,1987

Of serious themes developed by our Prime Minister, there

are three:

1 The Prime Minister strongly believes in expanding Soviet-
British dialogue by the exchange of people. The mandarin

guardians of UK-Soviet exchanges are:
a) The FCO (Cultural Relations department) .

b) The GB-USSR Society - and doubtless they have been working
overtime on this theme and we should get an update of the state

of play and their views on the matter.

c) One of the major problems in expanding the exchange
of Soviet and British students is that on the Soviet side
they always want to send scientists and do not take advantage
of the British University places ie in the Humanities. There
Mmust be a mandarin in the DoOE in charge of cultural exchanges,

and I suggest we get the facts from him.

Another major theme from the PM is that we have a general
input to offer into Mr Gorbachev's 'perestroika'. Mr Gorbachev
wishes to improve the Soviet living standards and the PM
thinks that provided he produces a system of incentives, we

have plenty to offer to developing this society.

Again there is excellent scope for UK students of Soviet

economy to work up further suggestions on how to broaden
freedom of choice in the Soviet economic system. See Mr

Smiley's article in a recent Daily Telegraph.

Another major plea by the PM is to broaden Mr Gorbachev's
‘glasnost' as interpreted to mean 'open society'. There
could be no harm in our continuing to request greater freedom
of speech, worship, movement and exchange of ideas. Specific

Suggestions?

In this context




In this context the sale of Western magazines and
Publications in Moscow, Leningrad and other major Russian
Cities should remain a top priority. It is relevant to
remember that the Union of Soviet Writers is in grave disarray
as to how to follow the policy of openness, and signs are
that Mr Gorbachev's policies are by no means winning over
Soviet establishment at all ranks. There is also a rather
interesting dialogue to be be pursued with Mr Arbatov.

Please see the attached press cutting, which shows that the

Prime Minister's arguments on nuclear deterrent for the

last 40 years are not accepted, and some future work on this

can be usefully done to shoot down the arguments.







SPARKLING: Ralsa Gofbachev shares the smiles and the spoﬂlght with her husband Mlkhall and their guest
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