RESTRICTED |’

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2ZAA

From the Private Secretary 5 July 1987
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The Prime Minister received a delegation from the World
Conference on Soviet Jewry this afternoon, led by
Dr. Kopelowitz.

SOVIET JEWS

The delegation expressed gratitude for the way in which
the Prime Minister had dealt with the issue of Soviet Jews
during her wvisit to the Soviet Unicn. This had been the
strongest blow struck so far for the liberty and rights of
Soviet Jews. They also expressed appreciation for
Mr. Mellor's remarks to their Conference earlier today.

The delegation were pessimistic about the prospects for
soviet Jewry. The numbers allowed to leave had increased
only slightly and remained far short of those achieved in the
late 1970s (although they might still reach 10712000 this
vyeary. The Soviet authorities were applying a regraessive
definition of the family and of national security
considerations in the Emigration law. Their fear was that
Gorbachev would let out a few thousand now, have a successiul
Summit and then close the gates completely. There had been no
significant improvement in the conditions of Jews in the
Boviet Union. Those who asked to leave faced immediate
digcrimination and penalties. They hoped that the Prime
Minigter would urge President Reagan to press the issue hard
at a Summit. They also hoped that the Soviets would be urged
to fulfil their tentative commitment to institute flights to
Israel via Rumania.

The Prime Minister recalled the very different starting
point of the Soviet authorities, schooled in a philosophy
which gave little account to the individual. Some progress
had been achieved. 5She suspected that the Russians might be
holding back further concessions to gain the maximum political
impact, for instance in connection with a Middle East peace
confarance. We would use every opportunity to keep up
pressure on them. Thers was so much more to do.
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I write this short note te thank you mest warmly for receiving
representatives from the World Conference on Soviet Jewry which met in
Landan owver laagt weskend,

Az T menticned in my remacks, London was chosen for the wvenue as B tribute
to you for all your esfforts on behalf of the Jews in the Soviet Union,

We weaprea ¥ encourased by your resarks, and we wish you every sUCCeEs
duridg your forthecoming visit to the United States.
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