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FM KABUL

TO MMETHATE FCO

TELNO 222

OF 100500Z AUGUST 87

AND TO *WMMEDWATE UKMiS GENEVA

HNFO WMMEDHATE WGLAMABAD;: UKMIS NEW YORK

#WNFO ROUTHINE WASHHNGTON:, MOSCOW,: NEW DELHH

MWPT: HUMAN RAGHTS #iN AFGHANMKSTAN

1.  FOLLOWHNG ARE THE MAWN POANTS TO EMERGE FROM BR¥EFING BY
ERMACORA . .~ e

PRI#SONS

2. ALTHOUGH HE WnSHITED PRWSONS #M ALL THREE CENTRES:, ERMACORA
ONLY SPOKE TO TWO PRAISONERS (#N PUL—1-CHARKi#: A PROFESSOR ROSSMAN
(PHON) AND A FORMER W“N"HSTER NFD). HE HAD DEC:HDED NOT TO QUESTHON
PRMSONERS AT RANDOM, HAVsNG BEEN WARNED BY THE #CRC THAT THHS MIGHT
PREJUDMCE THEIRR HOPES OF A MORE RWGOUROUS VST EARLY #8 THE NEW
YEAR. NOR DiD HE #INSEST ON NAMED /NDewiDUALS BEWNG PRESENTED TO
Haet, EVEN THOUGH #CRC HAD SA#D THAT WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE: BUT HE

HAD SUBMKTTED ''A LONG LWRST'' OF NAMED PRASONERS: ENQUSR®NG ABOUT
THESR FATE. HE HAD YET (7 AUGUST) TO RECEWVE A REPLY (COMMENT : PACE
HAD TOLD US A FEW DAYS EARLMER THAT PRASON GOVERNORS HAD ORALLY
DENHED KNOWLEDGE OF MANY OF THE NAMES). WAKSYL HAD CONFHRMED

THAT AN %CRC WOULD BE ALLOWED TO VSST @ JANUARY AND CONDUCT
PRWVATE MNTERWHEWS. ERMACORA WOULD REFER TO THS XN He&eS REPORT.

3. ERMACORA SAWD PRWSON CONDWTHONS WERE APPALLANG: OVERCROWDED,:
UNVENTWLATED AND UNLWT CELLS, WHTH PRMMHTHWE SANSTATHON AND NO
COMFORTS. AT PUL—{-CHARKih PRASONERS ONLY HAD 1 HOURS EXERCHSE A
DAY, AND SPENT THE REST OF THE TAME A THEWR CELLS. THE EXERCWSE
AREA WAS ''VERY SMALL AND HOT'': APPARENTLY A LARGE COURT-YARD HAD
BEEN suaww«nsma ONES," TO ENSURE PRM:SONERS

COULD NOT SEE EACH OTHER . WHEN HE EXPRESSED VHEWS TO HES HOSTS:,
THEY TOLD H4¢ NOT TO APPLY WESTERN STANDARDS:m
LWTTLE WORSE THAN THOSE AFGHANS REGARDED AS NORMAL N PRWVATE LWFE.
ERMACORA TOLD US HE WOULD RESERVE JUDGEMENT UNTHL HE HAD BEEN ABLE
TO CONSULT HCRC. i

b ERMACORA HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO VMS#T DETENTWON CENTRES AT
SEDERAT AND SHASHDARAK. ALTHOUGH HE HAD SKETCH MAPS OF BOTH, HE
COULD NOT FND," AND HiS HOSTS DENED THE EXSTENCE OF, UNDER-
GROUND CELLS. HE FOUND NO EWMDENCE OF THE PRACT®CE OF TORTURE:,
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AND SA#D THERE HAD BEEN NO REPORTS OF ANY FOR SOME MONTHS. HOW-
EVER, HE ADDED, ''YOW COULD DO ANYTHING YOU WANT'' &N THESE PLACES',
AS WELL AS "N OTHER PRWSONS, ALL OF WHW¥CH HAD MANY CELLARS AND
SMALL ROOMS. HE SAWD THERE WERE MANY PR:-SONERS ON REMAND AND THAT
THEY COULD BE HELD WHTHOUT TR¥AL FOR UP TO SEVEN MONTHS. HE HAD
DEC/DED NOT TO VRSHST THE PULGARH: PRSON v S. KABUL WHEN TOLD wT
WAS ONLY A HOLDS$NG CENTRE FOR TRAFFWC OFFENDERS. HE HAD VeSSRTED THE
HQ OF THE KHAD 5TH BUREAU AT DEHMAZANG %N S. KABUL:, BUT FOUND WT
WAS A GORRHSON, WHTHOUT PRWSONERS.

5. ERMACORA SAWD HE HAD BEEN APPROACHED ''CLANDESTWNELY'' BY
THE ACTHWNG SRANWAN CHARGE ¥, WHO ASKED HiM TO ENQUNRE ABOUT THE
FATE OF 300 #RANMWANS THOUGHT TO BE N PUL-#-CHARKHN.

RELEASED PRWSONERS

6. HE HAD HAD PRWWATE TALKS WTH SOME RELEASED PRWSONERS
WNCLUDHNG PROFESSOR KAKKAA (PHON) AND KOGADAstt (PHON)-: A FORMER
AMMN MANSTER OF JUSTMCE,: A FORMER DEPUTY MMNMSTER OF HEALTH:,
AND A FORMER WHO EXPERT. ALL WERE #iN GOOD SHAPE. THE ACADEMHCS
HAD RESUMED THEHR CHA:SRS, AND HAD WRH:TTEN TO 59 EXWLED COLLEAGUES
URGHING THEM TO RETURN (COMMENT: ERMACORA ADMHTTED; N REPLY TO A
QUESTHON:,;; THAT KAKKAA HAD NOT REPEAT NOT ASKED H#S FAMRLY TO
RETURN FROM PESHAWAR, ON THE GROUNDS THAT H#S SONS WERE MM#D-WAY
THROUGH UNSWERSHTY COURSES). ALL THE RELEASED PRMSONERS HE SPOKE
TO SUPPORTED NAT#HONAL RECONCHLSSATHON.

7. ALTHOUGH HE HAD PERM#SSAON TO DO SO, ERMACORA HAD NOT BEEN
ABLE TO mNTERVWEW 56 PRMSONERS RELEASED FROM PUL—#-CHARKHs ON
THE DAY OF H#S V#SHT,: BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT BE TRACED.

HOSPHTALS

8. ERMACORA FOUND FEW CHivi4:MAN (WOMEN AND CH#4L.DREN) PATHEBTS

N THE HOSPWTALS HE VsuSWTED. THERE WERE 12 #N A 400 BED HOSPSNTAL
HE VsSHTED,' 105 ¥N ANOTHER. THE +iNJUR®ES HE SAW WERE MUCH LESS
SEVERE THAN THOSE HE HAD ENCOUNTERED #N PAK!MSTAN. MANY PATHENTS
SEEMED TO BE BEMMNG TREATED FOR #NJUR4ES SUSTANED UP TO 2 YEARS
AGO. THERE WAS NO EWMDENCE OF #NJUR#ES BE#WG CAUSED BY CHEMHCAL

OR SueMi AR WEAPONS. DOCTORS ASSURED H#M ALL PATHENTS WERE TREATED
N THE SAME WAY:® WHTHOUT DnSCReMNATHON, HE ASKED ABOUT MUJAHEDDWN
AND WAS SHOWN 6 PATWENTS. THEY wwil FACE LEGAL ACTMON ON DWSCHARGE.
MEANWH#.E THEY ARE DEMED FAMPLY VHISHTS OR CORRESPONDENCE. ERMACORA
WAS UNSURE WHETHER THH#S WAS A VHIOLATHON OF THEWR HUMAN RHGHTS.

RELAGHION :

9. ERMACORA SA#D HE WAS SATWSFMED THAT THE PRAWNC:HPLE OF FREEDOM

OF REL#4GH!ON WAS RESPECTED N AFGHANMSTAN. HE ADDED, HOWEVER:, THAT

THE MULLAHS HE SPOKE TO WERE ALL FROM THE 18,000 WHO RECEMVED
GOVERNMENT SALARHES. HE HAD ALSO NOT#«CED THAT ALL THE MOSQUES HE
VSHTED HAD PROMENENTLY DsNSPLAYED POSTERS EXTOLL#WNG NATMONAL
RECONCHUBATHON. LACK OF THME - HE SAWD, PREVENTED HétM SEESING THE
DEVASTATED AREAS OF HERAT, HE WAS TOLD THE DRA HAD FORENSWC PROOF

THAT THE DAMAGE TO THE MOSQUE THERE HAD BEEN CAUSED BY THE
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10. ERMACORA WAS STRUCK BY THE EXTENT TO WHHCH ALL H#S UNTER-
LOCUTORS/,” NOT JUST RELEASED PRWSONERS (PARA 6 ABOVE) "WNSHSTED
THAT NATWONAL RECONCHASATHION WAS THE ONLY WAY TO PROCEED. SOME
REFORMED MUJAHEDD®NN HE MET s# HERAT HAD ALL SA®D THEY WOULD

NOT HAVE SURRENDERED # #T HAD NOT BEEN FOR NR. THE MULLAHS WERE
STRONGLY WN WTS FAVOUR. ERMACORA CONCEDED, HOWEVER7 THAT NR WASy'
L#KE MOTHERHOOD, AN UNDEMMABLY GOOD THHMNG AND THAT HTS #MPLEMENT-
ATMON WAS MORE #MPORTANT THAN THE PRIMNCHPLE. HE TOOK NOTE OF OUR
ARGUMENT THAT SELF DETERMSWNATHON COULD ONLY FOLLOW; NOT PRECEDE
SOVHET WHTHDRAWAL BUT THAT REGWME/SOVMET PROPAGANDA HAD MANAGED
TO REVERSE THE ORDER:,' USHNG NR AS A EUPEMMISM FOR, ALTERNATAWELYZ
''PEACE'' AND SELF DETERM#NATHON.

i1, EMACORA COLUNTEERED THAT MANY OFFWCeAL PREMRSES HE VR/SMTED
WERE REPLETE W#TH MARX#STS AND DRA/SOVAET FRMENDSHM POSTERS,
ALTHOUGH OFFMCIMALS DENMED THeKS WAS A COMMUNMST COUNTRY. HE SA#D
THE DRAFT CONSTWTUTSON WAS ''VERY NRICE''" BUT SHOT THROUGH WWTH
LOOPHOLES TO PERMMT LEGALWSED TOTALWTARMANSSM.

REFUGEES

12, DRA OFFeiCsPALS HAD MADE THE STANDARD ALLEGAT@ONS ABOUT
WRANHAN AND PAKWSTANSH EFFORTS TO PREVENT REFUGEES RETURNMNG. THE
OF FRROWALS HAD HOWEVER SAWD THAT WHWLE REFUGEES N #RAN WERE BESNG
BAULKED BY GOVERNMENT ACTMON,! THOSE N PAKWSTAN'S EFFORTS TO
RETURN WERE BEWING FRUSTRATED BY THE MUJAHEDD®N AND MULLAHS.
ERMACORA SAD HE BEL#EVED THE MAJORWTY WHO HAD RETURNED FROM PAK-
#STAN WERE EWWTHER HERE ONLY TEMPORARHLY OR HAD FASLED, FOR ONE
REASON OR ANOTHER, TO BE “NCLUDED ON THE UNHCR REGHSTER.

13. AN REPLY TO QUESTWONS,' ERMACORA SAsD &ND#A (SHC) AND sRAN

HAD CONSSTENTLY DENMED HHM ACCESS TO AFGHAN REFUGEES %N THOSE

COUNTRHES. HE WOULD CONTHWNUE TO PRESS. HE TOOK NOTE OF OUR SUGG- |
ESTSHON THAT NDWA'S CONCERN WAS PROBABLY THAT MOST AFGHANS THERE

WERE WELL EDUCATED AND MODERATELY WELL OFF:, AND MBGHT OSVE HmM

THE ''WRONG'' ANSWERS ABOUT WHY THEY HAD GONE THERE ®WN THE FWRST

PLACE AND WHY THEY WOULD NOT RETURN. i

MALTARY AND POLIRTHICAL SWTUATHON

14, ERMACORA SAWD THE ROAD NTO HERAT FROM THE A#RPORT WAS
HEAWNLY PROTECTED,' WHTH TANKS STATMONED EVERY 200 METRES, PONNTRNG
WEST, AND MANY STRONGLY FORTWP¥ED POSTS. AN MAZAR,: THE DEFENCES

WERE LESS OBWWOUS, BUT ''MANY'' MBLWTARY WERE ON DUTY &N THE
STREETS. HE BELGEVED THEY WERE FROM THE 18TH (AFGHAN) 4NFANTRY
REGHMENT . OFFHCYHALS WN BOTH PROV-BNCIAL CW\TRES ADMBTTED THEY DwD

NOT CONTROL THEWR ENTHRE REGMON, BUT WERE EVASHWE ABOUT THE LOCAT®ON
OF THE MUJAHEDD®W (ALTHOUGH N HERAT THE AUTHORMTMES SA®D wWT WAS
NOT POSSHBLE TO VASMT THE WORST DAMAGED MOSQUE). ERMACORA HAD l
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ALSO BEEN TAKEN TO SOME SELF DEFENCE UNWTS/, AND MENTWONED ONE AT
BAGRAMH,: ON THE OUTSK#RTS OF KABUL: %N PARTMCULAR. THEY SEEMED
SECURE AND WELL ORGAN®SED (COMMENT: THE PAKWSTANWt CHARGE' SUGG-
ESTED TO HWM TH#S WAS BECAUSE THEY. HAD AN ARRANGEMENT WHTH THE
MUJAHEDDWN) . AT BAGRAM#t THEY HAD BEEN UNABLE TO EXPLASN TO HeM THE
HEAVY NAGHT TWME ARTIMLLERY BARRAGES AROUND KABUL.

15. NONE OF US WAS ABLE TO GMVE ERMACORA A DETAMLED ASSESSMENT
OF THE STATE OF THE FWGHTWNG OUTSHIDE KABUL BUT (SPEAK#NG PERSON-
ALLY) % SAWD THE STALEMATE SEEMED TO BE GETT®ING MORE EXPENSHWE
FOR BOTH S#HDES:, ®N TERMS BOTH OF MANPOWER AND MATERWAL: PARTLY AT
LEAST BECAUSE OF THE HWNCREASED USE OF STHNGER.

MISCELLANEOUS

16. ERMACORA HAD HAD NO OFFs«C#:AL CONTACT WHTH SOVKET OFF4CHFALS
OR M#L#RTARY. HE HAD MET THE CHARGE' AND ONE OTHER DisPLOMAT AT
RECEPTH#ONS ON 2 AND & AUGUST:, AND AN ADVAISER AT ONE HOSPWTAL HE
VIESHTED, HE HAD BEEN TOLD THERE WERE SOVESET ADVHSERS N MOST
HINSTHTUTH:ONS. HE HAD ALSO BEEN ACCOMPANMED TO HERAT BY A SOVHET
JOURNALRST:,: BUT D:bD NOT GAWE H:M AN sNTERVAEW.

17. ERMACORA SAH®D, #N COMMENT:NG ON STORMES OF UNDER-AGE RECRU®T-

MENT TO THE ARM ANDPRESS GANGS:;, THAT HE HAD SEEN ''MANY'' YOUNG
PEOPLE ON THE STREETS. THE PAKBESTAN CHARGE' SA#D THESE WERE
PROBABLY FROM #NFLUENTWAL FAMHLHES OR HAD OTHER FORMS OF EXEMPT¥ON
(EG STUDENTS).

18. HE DESCR:#BED THE WATAN NURSERY AS ''A CLEAR CADRE-BUsHLDMNG
ELEMENT'' AND CONFESSED TO EMBARRASSMENT ABOUT H#'S V4iSHT TO YOUNG
PONEERS. HE HAD CALLED ON GOVERNMENT AND PARTY LEADERS, AND
OTHER #NFRASTRUCTURAL #iNSTHTUTHONS,, EG WOMEN'S GROUPS. HE REPORTED
MANY MANTERLOCUTORS AS BE/NG STRONGLY HOSTHLE TO HEKMATYAR. HE WAS
ACCOMPANSED ON MOST VIMSHTS BY A TV CREW,  AND H4sS OFFCHAL ESCORTS
HNCLUDED THREE MFA OFFWCHALS (HEAD OF UN DiVshSHON:,: MEMBERS OF
PROTOCOL AND i:NFORMAT:HON DEPARTMENTS) AND A PARTY #HNFORMAT:ON
OFF#CER. NONE HAD TR#4ED TO (#MPOSE ON H#M. soN FACT:, THE GOVERNMENT
HAD ACCEEDED TO ALL HeiS WSHES (''NOT ONE WAS UNFULF#LLED'')

AND BEEN COURTEOUS AND HELPFUL THROUGHOUT.

19. THE VekSeHT TO MAZAR WAS SUBSTWTUED AT THE LAST M#NUTE FOR
A PLANNED TR#® TO KHOST. THE AUTHOR/THES TOLD ERMACORA THAT
RECENT RAWNS HAD MADE THE RUNWAY UNSAFE FOR H#S CHARTERED BAKHTAR

AHRCRAFT. CQ ,.,’f;‘,,ﬂ :é“,;,.}.‘a’ai /20‘
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2n e ERMACORA HSSUED A PRESS STATEMENT HMMEDWATELY BEFORE DEPAR~-
TURE. TEXT fN MAFT.

THE FUTURE

21. ERMACORA 4NTENDS TO VWSHT PAKMSTAN N EARLY SEPTEMBER ,AND

WALL THEN PREPARE A REPORT FOR UNGA. HE WAS CONVANCED THE FACT

AND SUBSTANCE OF WS VMSWT WOULD BE EXPLOWTED BY THE REGWME /SOVHETS 2
BUT HOPED HE WOULD GET THE BALANCE RMGHT ## H#S REPORT. HE HAS NO
FHXED PLANS TO RETURN+,: BUT WOULD EXPECT TO DO SO BEFORE THE HUMAN
RWGHTS COMMESSHON MEETS NEXT YEAR. #F SO, HE WOULD LSKE TO VSRSHT
OTHER PROVMINCES:: AND AREAS NOT UNDER DRA CONTROL.

MACKLEY
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FM KABUL

TO WMMEDWATE FCO

TELNO 221

OF 1006307 AUGUST 87

AND TO WMMEDWATE UKMAS GENEVA

tNFO MWMMEDIATE UKMKS NEW YORK:, #SLAMABAD (‘/(

WNFO ROUTHINE WASHINGTON,: MOSCOW, NEW DELHE

HUMAN RMGHTS #N AFGHANMSTAN

SUMMARY

1. THE UN SPECHAL RAPPORTEUR ON HUMAN RMGHTS VESSATED KABULY
HERAT AND MAZAR=-SHAR®F BETWEEN 30 JULY AND 8 AUGUST. ERMACORA
SAHD THE DRA HAD ACCEEDED TO ALL HMS PROGRAMME REQUESTS/, ALTHOUGH
(AT RED CROSS URGHNG) HE DHD NOT SEEK RANDOM ANTERVWEWS WHTH
PREGONERS. MOST OF THOSE HE SPOKE TO (WNCLUDMNG RELEASED PRHMSONERS)
PRAMSEDNATHONAL RECONCHUDATION. ALTHOUGH HE MAY HAVE FULFHLLED
HIHS ATNERARY:, ERMACORA'S WNSPECT-YONS WERE PERFUNCTORY. HE
RECONGNNSED THAT THE DRA WOULD EXPLOWT HA'S VMSHT:; BUT MAY WELL
NOT HAVE REALWSED THAT HE GAVE SEVERAL POLMTWCAL HOSTAGES TO
FORTUNE .

DET AL

2. PROFESSOR FELS#WX ERMACORA (AUSTRMWA)7: THE UN SPECHAL RAPPORTEUR
ON HUMAN RHGHTS:, VMSIRTED AFGHANBSTAN FROM 30 JULY TO 8 AUBUST

HE SPENT MOST OF H4$S TWME N KABUL‘,' BUT HAD A DAY EACH AT HERAT
AND MAZAR-#-SHARHF . ON 7 AUGUST HE ATTENDED A DNNER WWITH NATO;
CHANESE',” PAK#WSTAN AND AUSTRWAN CHARGES: TO BRWEF THEM ON HiS
EXPERWENCES AND '"WMPRESSHONS. HE WAS OVER AN HOUR LATE, WAS CLEARLY
VERY THRED.,: AND HAD NOT HAD TMME PROPERLY TO MARSHALL H#S THOUGHTS.
MiFT WMPOSES SOME ORDER ON WHAT WAS #N FACT A PRETTY ®NCHOATE
DivSCOURSE . T WOULD BE HELPFUL ¥ UKM¥S GENEVA WOULD FOLLOW UP
WHTH JOHN PACE-,; TO VERNFY OR AMEND THE ACCOUNT ®WN MWFT AND TO
OBTAMIN A READ OUT ON ERMACORA'S MEETHNGS ON 8 AUGUST. THE PRESS
STATEMENT #SSUED BY ERMACORA ON DEPARTURE HeS N MY SECOND m¥T.

COMMENT

3. ALTHOUGH ERMACORA %65 AWARE THAT THE #MAGE HE WAS GRMVEN WAS
AF NOT SQUEAKY CLEAN:, NO WORSE SUPERFACHALLY THAN MANY OTHER THWRD
WORLD COUNTRMES:,' AND THAT THWS WiLL HAVE TO BE REFLECTED %N HWS
REPORT'} HE SOUGHT TO GMWE THE WMPRESSWON TO US THAT WS CONCLUS-
HONS',' ESPECHALLY AFTER HWS VWSIAT TO PAKWSTAN, WOULD BE ALONG THE
RIPGHT LWNES, ™ AM LESS CONFHDENT. AS MKSS YOUNG POSWNTED QUT s
HER LETTER OF 8 JULY TO SWNTON (SAD), '' EXPER®ENCE SHOWS THAT
COUNTRHES UNDER CONSWDERATHON GET A MORE FAVOURABLE REPORT ONCE
THEY LET THE SPECWAL RAPPORTEUR %™ '', ERMACORA'S REPORT wsLL
CONTAIN MORE THAN ENOUGH TRWBUTES TO THE HELPFULNESS OF THE DRA,

R
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NOT TO MENTHON VAGUE PROMMSES OF MORE DETA®%L AS A RESULT OF A
FURTHER WSWT',: FOR DRA AND SOVHET LOBBYWSTS TO BE ABLE TO ARGUE
EsNTHER THAT AN UPBEAT UNGA HUMAN RMGHTS TEXT SHOULD BE PREPARED;,
OR THAT DELEGAT:MONS SHOULD REJECT ANY WESTER—ENSPHRED CRIUTHECIHSMS o
EtRTHER WAY:, THERE wsLL BE KNOCK-ON CONSEQUENCES FOR THE UNGA
PLENARY VOTE ON THE AFGHAN RESOLUTHON .,

i, MY AUSTRWAN COLLEAGUE HAS TOLD ME ERMACORA WS A ''CRAFTY
OLD FOX''. HE CERTAWNLY RECOGNMSED THAT HMS VaSWT WOULD BE
EXPLONTED #N SOME WAY OR ANOTHER. T MAY THEREFORE BE THAT
ERMACORA AND HHS ENTOURAGE WRLL RATMWONAL®ISE THE®R ACT!RON AND
COMMENTS AS DESH#GNED TO PLAY THE HUMAN RAGHTS #MSSUE LONG:' AND
KEEP THE DOOR OPEN FOR A MORE SUBSTANTMVE VINSWT LATER. #F SO
THE®R SWNGLE-MANDED DETERMENATHON TO STHCK TO HUMAN R&GHTS QUEST-
TWONS HAS BLNKERED THEM TO THE wMMEDMATE POLMITHCAL REALMTHES.
THE FACT OF THE VWSAT ALONE RWSKED A DipMWNUTHON OF ANTH-REGIWME
SENTWMENT AT UNGA. ERMACORA'S ASSERTHONS THAT HE RECEVED FULL
COOPERATHON, HNS FAWLURE TO FiiND SUBSTANTWVE FAULT, AND H#S
AMB#GUOUS BUT QUOTABLE ENDORSEMENT OF NATHONAL RECONCHLHMATHON
VARTUALLY GUARANTEE #4T. AS SOON AS ERMACORA DECHDED TO VH:S®T, THE
REGHME WAS “N A NO-LOSE S#TUAT:HON. ST S NO DOUBT NOW CONGRAT-
ULATHING *WTSELF THAT #HT HAS N FACT GA®NED FURTHER PROPAGANDA
ADVANTAGE.

5. ERMACORA ALSO SEEMS TO HAVE FAWLED TO THHK THROUGH SOME OF
THE TH#NGS HE WAS TOLD AND SOME OF HekS ACTSHONS:' EG:
(A) GHWEN THE SHORT TH4ME AVAWLABLE, AND THE PRACTWCAL DFFHCULTHES
#N VIKSHTHNG THE COUNTRYSiNDE:, ERMACORA SHOULD HAVE CONCENTRATED
ON PRHSONERS (THE MAJOR ALTERNATHVE SOURCE OF #HNFORMATHON ON
HUMAN RMGHTS V |OLAT#ONS), RATHER THAN SPEND SO MUCH TAME WefTH
REGIME OFFHCHALS AND APOLOGHSTS.
(B) HE TOOK TOO MUCH FOR GRANTED #N ACCEPT:NG #CRC CONFYRDENCE
THAT THEAR PROTECT:MON TEAM wWhLL BE ALLOWED BACK AND THAT:,
EVEN -1F T #itS,) T WL ACHAEVE ANY MORE THAN LAST TWME.
(C) HE SEEMED UNCLEAR HOW #CRC CAN COMMENT ON PRA:SON COND:HT4ONS
WHEN THEY HAVE NOT BEEN ALLOWED TO VwS4:T.
(D) HE UNCRT:ICALLY ACCEPTED THE EXCUSE FOR THE CANCELLATHON
OF THE VST TO KHOST, WH#CH WAS ALMOST CERTA®NLY FABRHCATED.
EVEN THE LOCAL MED#sA REPORTED FtHGHT4iING N THE AREA AT ABOUT THE
SAME TWME, AND THAT S MORE L/NKELY TO BE THE REASON.
(E) WT WAS NAJVE TO ACCEPT THAT PULGARH #S A DETENT:ON CENTRE
FOR TRAFF:#C OFFENDERS. THERE ARE NO SUCH THNGS AS PARKWNG TWHCKETS
4N KABUL.,» AND WE HAVE NEVER SEEN ANYONE UPBRAWDED,” LET ALONE
ARRESTED FOR A DRAW:#NG OFFENCE. THERE ARE NO DR#WNK AND DRMVE LAWS.
DEHMAZANG CERTAWNLY USED TO CONTA'MN A KHAD PReHSON .
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6.  ALTHOUGH ERMACORA MAY HAVE NTENDED H¥S PRESS STATEMENT TO

BE FACTUAL, AND TO RESERVE JUDGEMENT UNT#L AFTER HAS VSHT TO

h PAKWSTAN, HE HAS GWVEN SOME HOSTAGES TO FORTUNE, EG

{ (A) UNCRATWCAL (AND UNECESSARY) REPETWTMON OF SOVET REVERSAL OF
THE FACTS ON BOOBY TRAPPED TOYS (PARA 2).

(B) THE PERHAPS UMENTENTWONAL WMPLWCATHON ## PARAGRAPH 3 THAT HE
MET ALL SHADES OF OPHSON, WHEN 4N FACT NONE OF HeéS WNTERLOCUTORS

VOLUNTEERED COMMENTS CRWT#CAL OF THE REGHME.

(C) THE UNECESSARWLY FULSOME PRAHSE OF DRA COOPERATON (PARA &)
WHTH ONLY A PASS#ING REFERENCE (N PARA 6) TO THE BACKGROUND

TO HIRS VWHSHT, .

(D) THE REFERENCE TO ''RECONCRUSATHON'' AS A POSHTHWE STEP (PARA

5 5), COUPLED WWTH THE WMPLACATHON THAT MEASURES TAKEN SO

FAR WERE ON THE RMIGHT L#NES.

MACKLEY
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