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TELEPHONE CALL WITH PRESIDENT MITTERRAND 79/*&

President Mitterrand has asked to talk to you on the telephone
tomorrow. We have suggested it be between 1230/1300 to
minimise disruption to your speech writing. His office are
very cagey about the subject and will only say that it is
defence.

It may be relevant that George Younger was in Paris yesterday

seeing his opposite number.

Those to whom I have talked are puzzled about what the subject

can be. Possibilities which occur to me are:

(i) some general concern about American intentions on
arms control i.e. that they might be reverting to
Reykjavik-type proposals. But Bush's visit

yesterday should have reassured them;

concern about the German desire to press ahead with
reductions in short-range systems. But this is not

new;

a general talk about Anglo-French defence
cooperation, to balance the recent Franco-German

initiatives i.e. the joint Brigade;

specific thoughts on Anglo-French nuclear
cooperation. There was a major leak in the Times
this week of the fact that we were talking to the
French about limited cooperation. The leak came
from the French, and may have been a misguided
attempt to balance talk of Franco-German cooperation

in other fields;

the French seem keen to use the WEU as a forum to

discuss cooperation between European naval forces
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in the Gulf. We are not very keen: practical

coordination can best be done on the spot;

CHARLES POWELL
2 October 1987
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