SECRET

MR. POWELL

Sir Percy Cradock telephoned with details of an incident which occurred
this morning at 0800 hours GMT. Details as follows. At 0800 hours GMT,

there was an incident off the southern tip of Crimea involving an American

cruiser and an American destroyer. Both ships were rammed by a Soviet frigate,
i o o —
that is one frigate to each ship. Investigations are still continuing as

to the circumstances surrounding the incident. It is possible that the
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Americans were carrying out a right of navigation exercise, (these are
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carried out periodically to establish the American right to cruise close
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to Soviet waters), and may have accidentally strayed into Soviet waters.
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Sir Percy Cradock will keep us informed of any further details.

(1 1\

I

P

AL,
J

(

)
ﬂ[ P. A. BEARPARK

12 February 1988

SECRET




' 10 DOWNING STREET
,y/z{ez

Sor fer &g Lyadoh
Jele f/wwa(/ Y A c&z@[ 4

3 a7 /"/’[W/Vt WWCA

o Ceered Haw, YLETr NG
alt- OF00 Gr17 .4/4(/0@';3
W{(/(GM /’.,flﬂ/ JDL/LJ/- f/L.L/;U |

A 0Leo fhere (wde
On  (mciolent OFF Hoe
55—’/‘/4"'8”"1 Fip OF Lrinmed
z/WDL«—'uﬁ o Fmertco |
Carviser oand ar FAenca
Deshoyer, Loth shops hawe
beean ra2nanred b‘y a
Soviet ﬁ»’loa,éfz //f‘ruﬂaa
o Eactk ’W}

/nae 5#75;4,&2574; Are.

Shtl  tonbtrng & o
e Cr CtemitmercesS




pnindenkt - 1+ o possible
Hrar Fhe it ricasns
prerL ctrry '/"‘f e 2
ﬂgﬁah/\‘:j d/« A m’zﬁaa"&h
O Clrirse / Fese cre.
Corrred NF flro /Localfj
b esiablist. Fe Parncaa
rghts B criteie close ho
Soviet lwoters / oend

A A€ Oetrtden \/:117
(alers -

Ay P Cradock s

/Léefa A2 44«7‘&774414 %
Aoty MO Adelzds




