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VORONTSOV WAS NOT To BE DETERRED. HE REITERATED HIS ARGUMENT THAT
ZIA WAS PURSUING A RISKY AND DANGEROUS POLICY. IN THIS, HE DID NOT
HAVE THE SUPPORT OF HIs PEOPLE, AS THE RUSSIANS KNEW FROM THEIR OWN
SOURCES. HE THOUGHT THAT ZIA WoULp FAIL, AND THAT THIS STRATEGY
COULD BE THE UNDDING OF HImM. HE“WARNED THAT, IF ZIA WENT T0O FAR,

THE SOVIET UN IR0t RESPONE WIT A 'p CRIONYY L NOT
Su Y, HE DECLINED TO BE DRAWN ON THE NATURE OF THAT REACTION.

BUT HE COUPLED IT WITH A STATEMENT THAT INDIA WAS WATCHING THE
SITUATION VERY CLOSELY, AND THAT IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES THE INDIANS
MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO ACT. VORONTSOV MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE RUSSIANS
HAD ISSUED AN EXPLICIT WARNING TO THE PAKISTANIS.

5. DRAWING AN ANALOGY WITH THE IRAN/IRAQ SITUATION, VORONTSOV
SUGGESTED THAT THE BEST COURSE FOR AFGHANISTAN NOW WOULD BE A
CEASEFIRE. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION, HE INDICATED THAT SUCH A PROPOSAL
HAD BEEN PUT (UNSUCCESSFULLY) To YAQUB KHAN. HE LED US TO BELIEVE
THAT THE RUSSIANS WOULD ISSUE SOME FORM OF STATEMENT ON 15 AUGUST, ON
THE COMPLETION OF THE FIRST HALF OF THEIR TROOP WITHDRAWAL, AND THAT
THIS MIGHT INCLUDE A RENEWED CALL FOR A CEASEFIRE. HE DID NOT
SUGGEST THAT THE WITHDRAWAL TIMETABLE WAS LIKELY TO BE CHANGED IF THE
FIGHTING CONTINUED.

COMMENT

6. VORONTSOV'S REMARKS DEMONSTRATED THE SAME CONFRONTATIQHAL MOOD

WHICH THE PAKISTANI FOREIGN MINISTER ENCOUNTERED DURING HIS VISIT
LAST WEEK, AND WHICH WAS SURPRTSINGLY ABSENT FROW MY CONVERSATION
WITH SHEVARDNADZE.

DIRECTED BY AND COMPLIANT TO PRESIDENT ZIA. (HE

XCLUSIVELY FOR ZIA AND DID NOT ASSOCIATE THE
AMERICANS OR OTHER EXTERNAL BACKERS WITH THE ALLEGED MASTER PLAN
EXCEPT BY IMPLICATION IN A SIDE SWIPE AT THE SUPPLY OF WESTERN ARMS) .

7. AS I HAVE SUGGESTED IN MY TURS, THERE MAY WELL BE AN ELEMENT OF
THEATRENTNITHIISY W THE RUSSIANS ARE NOW LOCKED INTO A PROCESS OF
WITHDRAWAL FROM WHICH IT WOULD NOT BE SENSIBLE TO DEPART. THEY WOouLD
OBVIOUSLY*LIKE ToO MINIMISE THE ATTACKS ON THEIR FORCES AND THOSE OF
THE KABUL REGIME THROUGH INTIMIDATION OF PAKISTAN. THEY WILL ALSO
WISH TO SECURE NAJIB'S CONTINUING COOPERATION BY SHOWING EVIDENCE OF
THEIR STRONG POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SUPPORT. TAKEN AT FACE VALUE,
VORONTSOV'S TONE WAS DISTINCTLY MANACING TOWARDS PAKISTAN. BUT IT
MAY HAVE BEEN NO MORE THAN A FURTHER PIECE OF SABRE-RATTLING, SUCH AS
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WE HAVE SEEN ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS SINCE THE SOVIET WITHDRAWAL
STARTED: AND PART OF A GENERAL CAMPAIGN TO SOW ANXIETIES AMONG
PAKISTAN'S FRIENDS WHICH COULD INCLINE THEM ToO MONITQR PAKISTANI
BEHAVIOUR WITH INCREASED VIGILANCE.
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