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FEDERAL GERMAM POLITICS.

SUMMARY

1. LAMBSDORFF'S ELECTION AS LEADER OF THE FODP, COINCIDEING WITH THE
DEATH OF STRAUSS, MEANS THAT TWO OF THE THREE COALITION PARTIES

MILL NOW HAVE MEW LEADERS. THERE WILL BE COMPLEX EFFECTS ON FEDERAL
POLITICS. THF RIGGEST POINTS ARE THAT GENSCHER MAY HAVE A FREER HAND
IN FOREIGN POLICY: AND THAT THE PRESENT COALITION IS EVEN MORE
LIKELY TO CONTINUE AFTER THE GENERAL ELECTION IN 1990.
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DETAIL.

2. LAMBSDORFF WAS ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF THE FDP BY A MARROW MAJORITY
AT A PARTY CONGRESS ON 7 OCTOBER. HIS DEFEATED OPPOMNENT, FRAU
ADAM=SCHWAETZER, MINISTER OF STATE AT THE AUSWARERTIGES AMT, WAS
ELECTED ONE OF THE DEPUTY CHAIRMEN BY A BIG MAJORITY.

3. TUD OF THE THREE PARTY LEADERS WHO STEER THE COALITION, AND ARE
TﬂGETHEF MORE IHFﬂHThNT THAN THE EAEIHET WILL WOW BE NEW., MY LETTER
6F 10 DCTOBER TO FRETWELL DISCUSSES THE SIGHIFICAHEF OF THESE
CHANGES. THE KEY POIMTS ARE

{AY LAMBSDORFF HAS IHTELLEET HERWE EHPEHIEHCE AND THE EIFT OF THE
GAg.
MARKET ECONOMICS. -

(B) FDP INFLUENCE IN THE COALITIOMN MAY INCREASE, WITH THE PARTY'S
THO MAJOR FIGURES - GEWSCHER AND LAMBSDORFF - IN ITS TWO TOP JOBS OF
FOHEIﬁM FINISTER AND PARTY LEADER.

{C) BUT FBP SUPPORT WITH THE ELECTORATE COULD SLIP, WITH THE END OF
STRAUSS' TAHHTIHG OF THE PARTY, WHICH HELPER ITS POPULARITY: AND
LAHHSDDHFF s POPULAR APPEAL 1B LIMITED, PARTLY BECAUSE OF HIS
COMVICTION 1B MONTHS AGO FOR TLLEGALITIES CONCERMING DONATIONS TO
PARTY FUNDS,

PAGE 1
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

ﬂ'l'u?

MDLIAN s14B

{p) CSU INFLUENCE IN THE COALITION IS5 LIKELY TO BIMINISH: WHDEVER
BECOMES PARTY LEADER WILL NOT HAVF STRAUSS' SPECIAL FORCE.

(E) LAMBSDORFF WILL PROBABLY NOT SEEK TO PLAY A ROLE IN FOREIGN
POLICY, RESPECTING THAT AS GENSCHER'S TURF, THE LOSS OF STRAUSS
REMOVES A RIGHT WING INFLUENCE IN THIS AREA. GENSCHER IS5 LIKELY TO

HAVE A FREER HAND,

(F) BANGFMANWS' SUCCESSOR AS ECOMOMICS MINISTER IS LIKELY TO BE
HAUSSMANN (FDP). HE I3 YOUNG AND COMPETENT RBUT LITTLE KNOWNM.

LAﬁHEDﬂEFF 5 AMND HMIS ADVANCEMENT MAY IMPROVE THE PROSPECTS FOR
DEREGULATORY ECONORIC POLICIES,

{6y STRAUSSY TAUMTING OF KOHL AS WELL AS THE FDP WAS A MAJOR CAUSE
NF THE COALITION'S IMAGE OF DISUNITY. THAT FACTOR IS GONE AND THE

IMACE SHOULP IMPROVE. BUT LAMBSDORFF WILL NEED TO PROFILE THE FRP

AGAINST THE CRU/JCSU AMD MAY DO S50 IN AN ABRASIVE STYLE WHICH

COULD CAUSE SOME OF THE IMAGE OF BPISUNITY TO REMAIN.

PARTNERS IN 1 FHUH SPD TU cpU/CSU. HE WOULD SHITEH BACK TO THE
e s e . e ——
EPD IF HE THOU HT THIE EE“ENTI#E-TH THE INTERESTS OF THE FDP. BUT HE

POSSIBLE. HIS ELECTION CONFIRMS THAT THIS IE THE PREFERENCE OF HIS
PARTY. THE CHANMCES OF THE COALITION CONTINUING AFTER THE GENERAL
ELECTION IN 1990, WHICH WERE CALREADY GOOD, ARE NOW STRONGER.
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