Virgin Group plc

120 Campden Hill Road. London W8 7AR
Tel: 01-229 1282 Telex: 8954617
Fax:01-727 8200

i\
C,:\\‘\Q\B v N0

2 December

The Rt Hon Mrs Margaret Thatcher L. (ﬁ\xfjﬁ{kl_
10 Downing Street ‘
London SW1

Dear Prime Minister

I enclose a copy of the letter we recently sent to President
Gorbachev about our plans to attempt to circumnavigate the world
in a hot air balloon.

Should there be a chance to mention our request for a Russian
Cosmonaut to join us whilst he is in England I would be
grateful.

Thank you for yours and Sir Hector Laing's kind invitation for
December 8th. Sadly I'm away at that time.

Kind regards

Richard Branson
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Chairman
Virgin Group of Companies
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President Mikhail Gorbachev,
The Kremlin

Red Square

Moscow

USSR

Dear President Mikhail Gorbachev,

Having always admired your efforts to improve East-West relations, I am
writing to request your help in a project which I hope will symbolise a new
era in international co-operation by capturing the imagination of people
all over the world.

As you may know, I own one of the largest entertainment groups in the
world, and am developing a leading international airline and travel group,
which already offers holidays in Moscow, Leningrad and the Black Sea. Our
relations with cammercial enterprises in the Soviet Union have been very
goodandeasnecentlyflatteredtohavebeenaskedtojointheboardof
Intourist. My non profit making Healthcare Foundation is also working with
your people in a joint venture to supply contraceptives in the Soviet
Union.

In addition to these activities I have always enjoyed a challenge and
consequently hold "The Blue Riband" for the fastest crossing of the
Atlantic by boat, which I followed last year with the first crossing of the
Atlantic by hot air balloon with Per Lindstrand. The balloon used to cross
the Atlantic was the largest ever built and broke technological and human
barriers of endurance. As a result of the trip we discovered that a unique
hot air balloon could be built to attempt a non-stop circumnavigation of
the globe. Construction has cammenced and it is planned to make the
attempt during November 1989 with a crew of three.

A non-stop balloon circumnavigation is one of the last great challenges
left on earth for mankind. If this was achieved by a Russian, American and
an Englishman it would, I believe capture the imagination of the world and
help to continue the momentum you have started in breaking down the
barriers between the people of the East and West.




I would therefore like to invite a Soviet cosmonaut to join the team which
will consist of an American (or Swedish balloonist) and myself. Obviously
the chosen man or waoman would need to came to Britain for a period of

training before the flight.

Our Prime Minister, Mrs Thatcher has asked me to tell you that she
"supports the idea wholeheartedly" and feels it would "symbolize the new
possibilities now opening up, encouraging others on both sides to came
forward with their own, perhaps less dramatic but nonetheless useful ideas,
and thus build up a network of practical co-operation".

Whatever your decision may be, I continue to wish you well with all your
endeavours.

Yours sincerely,
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Mpe3ngeHTy Muxauny lopBauesy
Kpemns

KpacHaa nnouiags

Mocksa

CCcp

Ysamxaemoit peauageHT Muxaun MopBauves! :
Al Bcerga 80CXMWANCh BawuMu yCUNMAMKM YyNyuwnTs OTHOWEHUA Mexay BOCTOKOM u 3anagom

M NO3TOMy cewuac A obpawawcs k Bam 3a nomowso 8 peanusauum npoexTa, KOTODLIM, Kak
MHE KAXEeTCA, CUMBOMU3NDYET HOBYID 3MOXY 8 PA3BUTUM MEXAYHAPOAHOrO COTPYAHWUYECT3a u
nneHnT soobpakeHwe HapogoB B8Cero Mupa.

A, xak Bei MOkeT BbiThb 3H3eTe, ABNAKCSH BRagensuem O4HOrO W3 KpynHenwux B8 Mupe obveaum-
HEHWWA 3PEeNUUHLIX MEPOMPUATUN, MOMUMO 3TOrFO A CEeMUYaC 33HUMAECh pa3suTueM OgHOW U3 Bse-
AYWNX MEXAYHADOLHBIX ABWUANMUHWA U TYPUCTWUECKUM OBbeguHEHMEM, KOTOPOe yke Ceiuac npo-
A3eT Typsl 8 Mocksy, lleHuHrpag u Ha YepHoe mope. Y Hac HanaaMAUCh NpPexpacHsie OTHowe-
HWA C KOoMmepueckumu npeanpuATUAMA 8 CCCP u A Gbin NonbweH, KOraa MHe NpPeanowunu CTaTh
YNeHOM npasnexHuAs UHTypuc a. Mol Hexommepueckuin OoHg OxpaHsi 340DOBLA paboraeTr cos-
MECTHO C COBETCKMMM OPraHW33unAMM, KaK COBMECTHOE NPeanpUATUE MO NOCTABKE MPOTUBO-
3auaTouHsix cpegcts 8 CCCP.

Kpome xOMMepuecKoW AeATENLHOCTU, MEHA BCEraa yBnexano NoBUTUE HOBbIX peKopaos u A 3a-
scesan Harpagy ''MonyfBas nexTa'' 3a nepeceuemwe 3 pexopaHo KOPOTKUIU CPOK ATNaHTUUECKO-
rO OKeaHa Ha nogke. B npownom roay A u Mep [MHCTPaAHA MEPBLMWU Nepecexnu ATRaHTUYecCKud
OKeaH Ha B034ywHOM wape. /[ne 3TOrO Msi MOCTPOMAM Camwit 6ONLUOA U3 Koraa nubo CywecTso-
83BWMX 3034YyWHBIA WAP U HA HeM MNOGMNU U TEXHWUECKUE W YeNOBEYECKME DEeKODab BbHOCAMBOC -
™. 3TO nyTewecTsme NOKA33ano HaM, 4YTO MOXHO MOCTDOUTS YHUKANbHLIK 3a3p0CTaT ans Oea-
OCT3HOBOWHOrO nNepeneTa 8OKPYr CBETA. Mul ywe Hauanu ero COODYMaTh W NNaHWpyem cosep-
WuTs rnepenet 3 teuedue HOAGPA 1989 r, ¢ Ikunaxem ua Tpex 4enosex.

0230CTAHOBOUKNIA MepeneT 30KOYr C3eTa Ha a3pocTtare - 0OWH 43 NOCeaHUX DAHTIACTAUSCKUX
A8X0OQA08, OCTABWMXCA Ha C3eTe. ICIM ITOT DENCPA MOBLOT COBMESTHO DYCCKWW, 3MEDUKE-

HEL Y 3HMAMUAHWMM, 3TO, MHE KAKeTCA, 33axBaTuT 3008pamxesve M0aSA 30 3C3M MUOE A MOMO-

XeT MDOorpeccy Hadartow 3amu NOMKW NPEerpag mexay Hapoaamu 30cToxa u 3anaasa.

Mo3Tomy mMe Bl XOTenocs, uToBh X Hawes KOMaHae MPUCOEAUHUNCA COBETCKUW 3300HaBT; 3
KOMaH4y KPOMe Hero s0oMayT 3MEPUKAHCKWIA WUAW WBeACKMIH 2300HaBT U A. AcHo, 4TO 2miBpax-
HbBiM ANA y4acTUR B8 HaWew KOoMaHae 33POHABT, MyKUuHa UNu KeHwmHa, gonwed OyneT NpuexaTts
8 BenukoBpuTanuo 3apaHee ANA y4acTus 38 TPEeHUPOBOUHLIX NOneTax nepen OKOHUATENbMHbIM 3=
neTom.

Haw Npembep-MuHUCTD r-wa TaTuep APOCUNA MEeHR nepesats B8am, 4To oHa ''mOPAYO nopneowum-
3aeT 3Ty ugew'' n cumurtaer, 4To ''oHa CAMBOMMU3IUOYET HOBbIE OTKDSLIBAOUMECLA T2MECh 303IMOW-
HOCTW, 300XHOBNAST OCTAaNLHBIX MOASA HA@ 33MaZe M H3 30CTOKE SHCTYNUTH SO C30WUMU MmOwMST
MEHE2 ODAMATUUHLIMU N 30DEXKTHLIMMAL HO 3C2 K& MOMNe3HbiMU uaes , TaKum 00D330M, cp3-
2aTs CSeTH MPEKTUYECKOro COT

Kaxkoso Bbi Hu Swino Bawe pewdsue, Aenan 3am yc“e 30 3C BAUMX =3UUNIHUEX .
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