
From the Private Secretary 

10 DOWNING STREET 

LONDON SWIA 2AA 

KABUL EMBASSY 

27 January 1989 

Thank you for your letter of 27 January about the 
position of our Mission in Kabul, in the light of the American 
decision to withdraw their Emba�sy. 

I have discussed this with the Prime Minister. She is 
naturally reluctant to see us go after we have stayed right 
throughout the Civil War. But with the departure of other 
Western missions, she thinks that our people would be exposed, 
not least because it is widely known that we have given 
substantial material support to the Resistance. That could 
make them the target for revenge by supporters of the regime. 
Moreover, her understanding is that we have formally advised 
British citizens to leave and that there is no significant 
British community left in Afghanistan to protect, other than 
journalists. In these circumstances, the remaining role of 
our mission would only be to report developments and this does 
not justify putting their safety at risk. She agrees, 
therefore, that we should now take the decision to withdraw, 
preferably in concert with the French and Italians (you told 
me that they have now agreed to this). 

The Prime Minister has also commented that she hopes that 
we will make arrangements to look after the Afghan staff of 
our mission, for instance, by giving them access to emergency 
food supplies if necessary. 

I am copying this letter to Brian Hawtin (Ministry of 
Defence) and Trevor Woolley (Cabinet Office). 

C. D. POWELL

Stephen Wall, Esq. 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
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