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10 DOWNING STREET

LONDON SWI1A 2AA
From the Private Secretary

MR. GORBACHEV'S VISIT

The Soviet Ambassador called on the Prime Minister this
morning to hand over the enclosed message from Mr. and
Mrs. Gorbachev expressing gratitude for their reception on the
recent visit to Britain. The original will follow shortly.
The Prime Minister said she was grateful for the letter and
tor its friendly tone. She would reply.

The Ambassador said that he had also been given an
unofficial account of remarks which Mr. Gorbachev had made to
his Politburo colleagues immediately on his return to Moscow.
They were summarised in the note which he handed over. The
Prime Minister said that she had reported to Cabinet this
morning on the visit. There had been great satisfaction with
it and support had been expressed for the success of
perestroika. The Prime Minister added that she had seen The
Queen yesterday evening and Her Majesty had also been very
pleased with the visit.

The Prime Minister added her personal thanks and
congratulations to the Ambassador and his wife for their
contribution to the success of the visit and the excellent
atmosphere. She also repeated her condolences on the loss of
the Soviet submarine.

(C. D. POWELL)

J. S. Wall, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Unofficial translation

"The Right Honourable
Mrs. M.Thatcher, MP
Prime Minister of

Great Britain

April 12, 1989

oy 172

Dear Mrs. Thatcher,

We together with Raisa Maximovna are very impressed by
your attention, hospitality and benevolence. We felt them
everywhere - from the details of protocol to the seriousness
and depth, which marked your approach to the major political
problems.

I would like to tell you once again of my highest
appreciation of your desire to get to the essence of changes,
which are happening in our country. It has great importance
for mutual understanding and thus, - for the world politics.

As usual, negotiations and personal contacts with you
gave food for new thoughts and in general - for optimism.

I am left with a feeling, that Soviet-British relations
have now entered a steady path and acquired even greater
possibility to influence for the better the international

situation.
I hope that our economic ties will also develop more

energetically.
Please, convey ours with Raisa Maximovna's regards and

gratitude to Mr. Denis. Thank you for your affecting souvenirs.

With sincere respect and the best of wishes,

M.Gorbachev
R.Gorbacheva"




1. The negotiations confirmed that & solid political
basis does exist in Soviet-British relationship. Despite all
the differences in approaches, there exists readyness of both
countries for cooperation in search of solutions to inter-

national problems.

2. The visit showed that an intense political work, which
has been done in recent years jointly, is getting transformed
into new level of understanding, dialogue and trust in
bilateral relations. It opens up good prospects for interaction
of two countries in general context of East-West relations,

solutions to global problems, cooperation in European affairs.

3. The visit confirmed that Great Britain is, though not

easy, but useful partner, relations with which could be of

large-scale and mutually beneficial character.




