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PRESS LINE : CALL BY SOVIET CHARGE D'AFFAIRS

Sir John Fretwell summoned Mr Ivanov this afternoon on the subject
of the ceiling which the Russians have said they intend to 1impose on

the British Embassy and other British organisations in Moscow.

It would appear that the proposed ceiling would include Soviet

staff employed by the British Embassy and other organisations in

Moscow.

Sir John Fretwell made clear that we can, in any event, see no
justification for such a ceiling which would damage Anglo-Soviet

relations.

Sir John Fretwell went on to say that the measures

apparently proposed by the Russians would not involve parity of
treatment. The British ceiling, which has been in place for many
years, applies only to Soviet staff in the Soviet Embassy, trade
delegation and various other organisations. It has however

never included British nationals who are employed by the
organisations concerned. We understand that some 400 British

nationals are employed by these organisations.

Sir John Fretwell said that the British Government therefore

expect the Soviet authorities to reconsider their proposal. If the
Soviet Union are serious in seeking to establish parity of treatment
they need to think again about the full implications of the formulae

they have put forward.

What does this mean?

- This is what we have said to the Russians. It is for them to work
out the significance of their proposals. But since the measures
applied in London affect only Soviet citizens, it makes no sense

for Moscow to propose measures which would affect both British and

Soviet nationals.




Does it mean you will take measures against British nationals

working for Soviet organisations.

- It means what it says. It is for the Russians to ensure that

their proposals involve the parity of treatment they appear to

intend.




