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Bese W,

FPRIME MINISTER'S MEETING WITH MRS BIRYUKOVA

The Prime Minister had a talk this afternoon with
Mrs Biryukova, Sovist Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman of
the State Commission for Social Development. The Soviet
Ambassador was alsc present.

The Prime Minister said that we watched everything in the
Soviet Union with great interest and btcok sncouragement Erom
what was happening. We particularly admired what Mr Gorbachew
waszs doing. She believed this would be seen as an historic
time, which enlarged libsrties and led to higher l1iving
standards. BShe acknowledged that greater opennecss often led
Eo added dAifficulti=ss.

Mrs Biryukova conveved warm regarcrds from Mr Gorbachav and
Mr Byzhkov. Mr Ryzhkov had been very appreciative of the
message of understanding and support which he had received
from the Prima Minister, at the moment he was presenting his
government for confirmation by the Supreme Soviet. The Prime
Minister's kind words about Mr Gorbachev and the procesz of
perastroika wers much appreciated. 5She was well aware of the
consistent support which the Prime Minister had given to
perestraika and had read very carefully the Prime Minister's
interviews with Ogonyok and Izvestis. The results of
Mr Gorbachev's visit to the United K Eingdom had been highly
valued in the Soviet Union.

The Prime Minister said that she had seen the list of
companies which Mrs Biryukova was visiting. We were anxious
to help, and she hoped that Mrs Biryukova had established soms
usefunl contacts. Mrs Birynkova said the primary purpose of
her visit was to translate the agresments reached earliar to
axpand Anglo/Soviet trade into specific projects. She felt
that progres= had indeed been made. There was the prospect of
purchase of medicel sguiment, and negotiatlons were under way
an possible turnkey projects to produce such eguipment in the
Soviet Union. There were also prospects for the involvem=2nt
of British £irms in the light food and textile industries in
the Soviet Union. The Minister for the Textile Industry of
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. the Russian Republic had discussed sestting up a consortium to
modarnise factories producing linen fabrics in the Moscow
area. She had herself visited some of Courtaulds' plants and
negotiations with them were underway. There were also
discussions on the possible conversion of defence industry
plants to consumer needs. Mrs Biryukova added that she was
sxpacting to purchase consumer goods to the value of several

g8 of millions of pounds as a result of her wvisit. But this
was only A short term measure: har real objective was to
astablish industrie=s in the Soviet Union to produce these
goods,. The Prime Minister raferred to the importance of
Erainirng and sending pecple over here to see our factaries in
operation. Mrs Biryukova =said the point was well takan, She
recalled that the Prime Minlster had said in her Ogonyek
interview that becoming a real entrepreneur was a lengthy
busipnagg,

The Prime Minister concluded by asking Mrs Biryukova to conveay
her very warm regards to Mr and Mrs Gorbachev and to

Mr Ryzhkov, whom we hopesd to see in Britain later in the year.
We were alsoc very pleassd with General Yazov's wisit. BShe had
bean wery sorry to see that Mr EKamentsev, who had accompanled
her on her wisit to Georgia, had not been confirmed in his
post by the Supreme Soviet: he was such a nice man.

Mra Biryukova said that everyone was sad about this, but it
did not saam to makxe much difference. Mr Kamentsev was still
working at his Job.

Mrs Biryukova continued that she wanted to tell the Prime
Minister that she had by chance been part of the crowd outside
Ehe door of No.lD when the Prime Minister bhad won her first
election in May 1979. She had pever really expected to step
inside but now, ten years later, hers she was. ©&he heped very
much that she and the Prime Minister would meeat agqain in
Kiev.

There was a final exchange on Ehe inadeguate numbars of
women in politics. Mrs Biryaokova sald that there was only
half as many women in the new Supreme Soviet as in the last
one. She put this down to a consesrvative outlook on the part
of men.

I am copying this letter to Richard Gozney (Foreign and
Commonwealth Office), Alex Allan (HM Treasury) and Trevor
Woollay (Cabinet Office).
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Charles Poweall e

Ben Slocock Esg
Department of Trade and Industry
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