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" Thank vou for copying to me Mr. Wolfson'"s letter of

3 July to yvou. T have asked our Embassy in Washington to

talk to the American Administration.

Although Senator Dole has apparently mentioned the
problems facing Hebrew schools 1n the Soviet Union ta the
President, when our Embassy consulted the White House and the
State Department they were told that no decision had been
taken, According to Senator Dole's office, the prospect of a
joint wisit to Moscow by the Congressional leadership is
remote.

This would not necessarily prevent me from raising the
iggue of Hebrew schools with Mr. Gorbachev (although I would
want to place it firmly in the context of the wider problems
still facing Soviet Jewry). But as a first step I believe
Ehe British and US Embagsziss in Moscow should take this up
with the relevant Soviet officials. It this does not produce
the desired result, I would be happy to consider making joint
raprasentations with President Bush. 1In any event we will
keep in close touch with the Americanz so that we can
co—ordinate our efforts.
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The Chief BRabbi, the Lord Jakohovits
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7 August 158%

Hebrow Schools: Letter from Lord Jakobovits

Charles Powell wrote uﬂfﬂgﬁaly to Bob Peirce about
the Chief Rabbil's representations to the Prime Minister
about the legalisation of Hebrew schools 1n the SEoviet
Unten. I am =orry we have taken 30 long to reply, bot
pur Washington Embassy have had some difficulty getting
a clear picture of what the Americans plan.

Although Senator Dole's sptaff claim that he has raised
thia with President Bush, the White House and ZtLate
Department bBoth seem to be completely unsighted. The
Embassy have commented that the possibility of early action
by President Bush with Mr Gorbachev on this issue is remote.

genator Dole has been pursuing this guestion with
the Russians (he has written to Mr Gorbachev and has made
representations to the Soviet Ambassador in Washington)
but has yet to receive a substantive reply. Accarding
to Senator Dole's office however the prospect of a joint

yisit to Moscow by the Congressional leadership i= "pie
i the sky".

Against this background, the Prime Minister might
write to the Chief Rabbi saying that we are happy to take
this issue up with the Russians, but that we intend toc
reserve an intervention by the Prime Minister for a later
stage (if necessary). I enclose a draft.

R H T Boazney)
Private Secretary

Miss Caroline Slocock
10 Downing Street
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Thank you for copying to me Mr Wolfson's letter
I hawe asked our Embaz=sy 1n

of 3 July o you.

Washingtan to talk to the American Administration.

Although Senator Dole has apparently mentioned
the problems facing Hebrew schools in the Soviet
Union to the President, when our Embassy consulted
the White House and the State Department they were
told that no decision had been taken. According
to Senator Dole's office, the prespect of & Joint

visit to Moscow by the Congressional leadership is

remotTe .

This would not necesgarily prevent me from raising
the issue of Hebrew schools with Mr Gorbachewv [although
I would want to place it firmly in the context of
the wider problems still facipg Soviet Jewry). But
as ‘a first atep I believe the DBritish and US Embasszies
in Moscow should take this up with the relevant Soviet
officials.

If this does npnot produce the desired

result, I would be happy to consider making joint

rapresentations with President Bush. In any avent
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we wlll keep in ¢laose touch with the Americans so

that we can co-ordinate our efforts.




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From ife Frivame Secrefary B July 1989

SOVIET JEWRY

I enclose a copy of a letter ko the Chief Rabbi, which
has be=n passed on to me, asking whether the Prime Minister
would be able to join President Bush in making
raprasentations to Mr. Gorbachev abpout the legallsation of
Hebrew schools in the Soviet Union. in oriaciple this is
somathing which the Prime Minister would like to do. But we
wonld need to agtablish first whether the Americans are
indead taking action as suggested by Sanator Dole and 1if so
“hrough what channels. The best time for taking actian
would presumably be in connection with the proposed visit by
tha dalegation mentionad in the letter to the Soviet Union.
Tha af Rabbi does not yat znow when that will taks place:
but he wpes to join 1t and will let us know when a date has
pean

Thare are various ways in which an intervention could
be handlad: a message from the Prime Minister to
Mr. Gorpachev, a message ko the Minister For Religious
AfFairs {with whom the Prime Minister spent soma fime when
in the 8oviet Onion) or by 5ir Roderic Braithwaite speaking

T

to Chernayev. [ should be grateful if you ceuld arrange for
the Americans to be cansalted and then let me have some
advicea.

(.l POWELL)

R.M. Psirce, Eiq.,
Forzign and Commonwaalth Offigca,
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July 3, 1989

Lord Jakobovits

85 Hamilton Ter.
London Terrace
London HW8,; England

Dear Chiaf Rabbi:

It was good meeting with you in Jerusalem and I was
happy to see that, thank G-d, you appear to bhe in
good health. I am writing to you as we agreed
during our brief meeting.

several weeks ageo, I arranged a luncheon at the
U.5. cCapitol between the top leadership of both
Houses of Congress and Soviat Ambassador Dubinin.
The following persons wara prasent:

Senator George Mitchell, Democratic Leader
Senator Robert Dole, Republican Leader
Congressman Thomas Foley, Speaker of the House
Congressman Robert Michel,

Republican Leader of tha Houss
Albert Reichmann, of Olympia and York
Zev Wolfson

The meeting was Leld for the sole purpose of
intervening with the top Soviet leadership
concerning the legalization of Habrew Schools in
the Soviat Union.

Albert Reichmann and myself have offered to finance
the establishment and the maintenance of such
gcheools in the Soviet Union.

Ambaseador Dubinin showed great interest and even
warmth in the sub-ect matter and was very
encouraging. He indicated that he would attompt to
arrange for the group to meet with President




Oeee W Wedicr

Page Two

corbachev concerning the matter. Senator Dole
indicatad that he would involve President Bush
before wa vigit the Soviet Unlon.

We would appreciate your addressing your Prime
Minister, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, requesting that
she, likewise, intervene directly with President
corbachev concerning the legalization of Hebrew
schools in the Scviet Union.

Sinceraly,
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zev Nolflon
[kKb F




