PRTME MINISTER

THE MURPHY FAMILY V. THE SUNDAY TIMES

Woodrow Wyatt spoke to you this morning about the legal action
being taken by the Murphy fmaily against the Sunday Times. He has
now sent you the attached fax and is likely to telephone you again

tomorrow to discuss it.
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There is a history to this case and I attach the most recent advice
we have received from the Cabinet Office. As you will see their
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judgment is:

that sufficient evidence could not be made available by

a member of the security forces materially to assist the

Sunday Times' case, putting sources of intelligence

information at risk of identification
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if such information was available in the form of

evidence, we would have prosecuted the Murphys ourselves

it seems most unlikely that bald assertions by a member
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of the RUC would carry much weight in a Dublin court

and the security of the witness would be at risk.

This has been gone into most carefully by the Security Service in

other Departments and, regrettable as it is, it seems that we
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really cannot help.
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Charles Powell
31 October 1989
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