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Instructions for completion of Dummy Card

Use black or blue pen to complete form.

Use the card for one piece or for each extract removed from a different
place within a piece.

Enter the department and series,
eg. HO 405, J 82.

Enter the piece and item references, .
eg. 28, 1079, 84/1, 107/3

Enter extract details if it is an extract rather than a whole piece.

This should be an indication of what the extract is,
- eg. Folio 28, Indictment 840079, E107, Letter dated 22/11/1995.

Do not enter details of why the extract is sensitive.

If closed under the FOI Act, enter the FOI exemption numbers applying
to the closure, eg. 27(1), 40(2).

Sign and date next to the reason why the record is not available to the
public ie. Closed under FOI exemption; Retained under section 3(4) of
the Public Records Act 1958; Temporarily retained; Missing at transfer
or Number not used.
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East/West Relations: Message to President Bush

)

I enclose a draft message from the Prime Minister to
President Bush.

The Foreign Secretary considered whether it was worth
including in the message the question of the Americans
wanting to take a more challenging position on Baltic
independence. However in talks this week in London with the
US Under-Secretary for Political Affairs, Kimmitt, we have
made our views clear on the serious risks involved and
believe that the point has gone home. If it turns out
otherwise it will not be too late to suggest that the Prime
Minister raise it in Washington next week.

As regards the handling of the Paris meeting, the
Foreign Secretary believes that we should make clear in
public that we welcome President Mitterrand’s initiative, as
the current President of the European Council, to call this
meeting. It is right that Community partners should consult
closely about recent developments; developments in the GDR
are a European issue and not just a German problem.

The Embassy in Paris have confirmed that the French
fully recognise that East/West is and should remain on the
agenda for Strasbourg. Furthermore, President Bush’s meeting
with President Gorbachev and the Prime Minister’s own meeting
with President Bush will both fall between the Paris and
Strasbourg meetings. And there will undoubtedly be new
developments on the ground in Eastern Europe. It should be
widely recognised by those present in Paris that the meeting
cannot be more than an initial exchange of views.

Our objectives should be: to ensure a sensible and
supportive voice from the rest of the Twelve; to establish a
broadly common attitude on the lines of our own cautious and
measured approach; to secure recognition of the desirability
of maintaining close coordination with the United States, and
to establish that the Paris meeting is an initial stage in a
process of dialogue, exchanges and coordination which must
continue, including at Strasbourg and beyond.
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