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FRAME ECONOMIC
MIPT: G24 MINISTERIAL MEETING, BRUSSELS 13 DECEMBER: COMMUNIQUE

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF G24 'DECLARATION' ISSUED-AT END OF
TODAY'S MEETING: - -

QUOTE

1. MINISTERS OF THE 24 EXPRESSED THEIR STRONG SUPPORT IN
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TERMS FOR THE PROGRESS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN
EUROPE TOWARDS PLURALISTIC DEMOCRACY, THE RULE OF LAW AND
MARKET-ORIENTED ECONOMIES.
THESE HISTORIC CHANGES, OCCURRING WITHIN A STABLE FRAMEWORK, WILL
CONTRIBUTE GREATLY TO INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM, PEACE AND PROSPERITY AND
TO OVERCOMING THE DIVISION OF EUROPE, WHICH IN TURN WILL STRENGTHEN
OVERALL GLOBAL STABILITY.

2. THEY WELCOMED THE STATEMENTS MADE BY THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF
POLAND AND HUNGARY ON THE REFORMS BEING INTRODUCED IN THOSE TWO
COUNTRIES, TO WHICH THE 24 HAD ALREADY REACTED POLITICALLY BY THE
CREATION OF A DYNAMIC RELATIONSHIP.

3. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND THEY CONFIRMED THEIR COMMITMENT TO
ASSISTANCE FOR THE RESTRUCTURING OF THE POLISH AND HUNGARIAN
ECONOMIES, REVIEWED THE INITIATIVES ALREADY UNDER WAY AND STRESSED
THE IMPORTANCE OF TIMELY AND GLOBAL ACTION ENDOWED WITH ADEQUEATE
RESOURCES.

FOOD TO DEAL WITH POLAND'S MOST URGENT SHORT-TERM NEEDS IS BEING
DELIVERED AND MADE AVAILABLE TO CONSUMERS UNDER CONDITIONS AGREED
WITH THE POLISH AUTHORITIES. A NEW PACKAGE OF FOOD SUPPLY MEASURES
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IS FORESEEN EARLY NEXT YEAR BY THE COMMUNITY. SOME OTHER MEMBERS OF
THE 24 WILL CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN THE NEW FOOD SUPPLY ACTION.
THE URGENT NEED FOR MEDICAL SUPPLIES WAS ALSO RECOGNISED.

TRADE MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN TO FACILITATE ACCESS FOR POLISH AND
HUNGARIAN EXPORTS TO THE MARKETS OF THE 24.

PRIORITIES FOR ASSISTANCE PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS ARE BEING
IDENTIFIED IN COORDINATION WITH THE POLISH AND HUNGARIAN AUTHORITIES
IN KEY SECTORS INCLUDING IMPROVEMENTS IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
TRAINING, INCLUDING THE TRAINING OF MANAGERS, STAFF AND PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATORS AND THE PROMOTION OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT. MINISTERS
UNDERLINED THE IMPORTANCE OF FURTHER SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO
SOUND AND SUSTAINABLE POLICIES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE
ENVIRONMENT IN BOTH COUNTRIES.

SOME MINISTERS RECOGNISED THE POSSIBILITY OF ALSO HAVING RECOURSE,
WITHIN SUCH ASSISTANCE PROGRAMMES, TO OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT AID FUNDS
WHILE SAFEGUARDING FLOWS TO TRADITIONAL RECIPIENTS OF OFFICIAL
DEVELOPMENT AID. THEY ALSO STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF DRAWING ON
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN THE 24, AND OF HELPING TO
CONSTRUCT A FLOURISHING PRIVATE SECTOR IN POLAND AND HUNGARY.

4. MINISTERS WELCOMED THE MANY NEW INITIATIVES TAKEN AND IN
PARTICULAR THE SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL MEANS BEING PLEDGED BY MEMBERS
OF THE 24 TO SUPPORT STABILIZATION AND RESTRUCTURING IN POLAND AND
HUNGARY .

MINISTERS WELCOMED THE ATTAINMENT OF THE ONE BILLION DOLLAR GOAL FOR
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A STABILIZATION FUND FOR POLAND TO STABILIZE
THE EXCHANGE RATE OF ITS CURRENCY AND TO PROMOTE THE POLISH
GOVERNMENT'S OVERALL ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING PROGRAMME. SEVERAL
MEMBERS OF THE 24 HAVE COMMITTED SUBSTANTIAL RESOURCES TO SUCH A
FUND TO BE MADE AVAILABLE FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT
WITH THE IMF. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE REMAINING TECHNICAL
QUESTIONS RELATED TO IMPLEMENTING THE FUND BE RESOLVED WITHOUT
DELAY.

tMINISTERS ALSO WELCOMED THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL'S REFERENCE TO THE NEED
lFOR AN ADJUSTMENT LOAN FOR HUNGARY OF ONE BILLION DOLLARS, AS
PROPOSED BY THE COMMISSION, TO BE MADE AVAILABLE FOLLOWING THE
CONCLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN HUNGARY AND THE IMF.

MINISTERS OF THE 24 WELCOMED THE INDICATIONS GIVEN BY THE MANAGING

PAGE 2
UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED
117002
MDHIAN 9063

DIRECTOR OF THE IMF AND HOPED THAT THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE
CONCLUDED SHORTLY.

5. THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL'S CONCLUSIONS CONCERNING THE CREATION OF
A EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT, THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF FOUNDATION FOR VOCATIONAL TRAINING AS WELL AS STUDY
EXCHANGE PRNGRAMMES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE WERE FAVOURABLY RECEIVED.
PARTICIPATION IN THE BANK IS BEING CONSIDERED BY OTHER MEMBERS OF
THE 24. THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS BANK WILL BE
DISCUSSED AMONG THOSE MEMBERS OF THE 24 INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING,
IN CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH THE EC AND THE EIB.
INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS SUCH AS THE UNITED STATES' DOLLARS 300 MILLION
ENTERPRISE FUND FOR POLAND AND HUNGARY HAVING IN SOME RESPECTS A
PURPOSE SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE PROPOSED EUROPEAN BANK FOR
RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT, MINISTERS SUGGESTED EXPLORATION OF
POSSIBLE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THESE APPROACHES.

6. MINISTERS EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR AID AND COOPERATION
PROGRAMMES TO BE FULLY COORDINATED AND COMPLEMENTARY.
MINISTERS EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION FOR THE COORDINATION CARRIED
OUT BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND INVITED IT FURTHER TO DEFINE,
THROUGH THE WORKING GROUPS OF THE 24, PRIORITIES WITH THE POLISH AND
HUNGARIAN AUTHORITIES WITHIN WHICH THE FURTHER ACTIONS OF THE 24
WOULD BE CARRIED FORWARD. MINISTERS EXPRESSED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO
EXAMINE NEW INITIATIVES IN THE LIGHT OF PROGRESS MADE AND UNDERTOOK
TO SUPPORT THE PARTICIPATION OF MEMBERS OF THE 24 IN JOINT PROJECTS.
THEY ASKED THE COMMISSION, WHICH WILL BE OPENING DELEGATIONS IN
WARSAW AND BUDAPEST EARLY IN 1990, TO COORDINATE THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF SUCH JOINT PROJECTS IN THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED.

MINISTERS WELCOMED THE CLOSE COOPERATION ESTABLISHED IN THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE 24 WITH THE IMF, IBRD, OECD, PARIS CLUB AND THE
EIB, WHICH ARE DEVELOPING THEIR ACTIVITIES IN POLAND AND HUNGARY IN
THE SPECIFIC AREAS OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES.

7. MINISTERS ENCOURAGED POLAND AND HUNGARY TO STRENGTHEN THE
PROCESS OF POLITICAL REFORM AND ECONOMIC LIBERALIZATION AND WELCOMED
THE FACT THAT OTHER CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES HAVE
BEGUN TO FOLLOW THE SAME COURSE. THE 24 RENEWED THEIR COMMITMENT TO
SUSTAIN EFFORTS IN FAVOUR OF POLAND AND HUNGARY FOR THE PERIOD
NECESSARY TO ENABLE THEM TO COMPLETE THE TRANSITION TO A DEMOCRATIC
AND MARKET-ORIENTED SYSTEM. ,

THE 24 ARE PREPARED TO WIDEN THE SCOPE OF THEIR ASSISTANCE.
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8. MINISTERS INDICATED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO RESPOND POSITIVELY TO
OTHER COUNTRIES IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE AND IN PARTICULAR THE
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, BULGARIA AND YUGOSLAVIA
AT THE TIME THEY PUT INTO PLACE NECESSARY POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
REFORMS.

THE 24 WOULD WELCOME REQUESTS TO JOIN THE GROUP FROM OTHER STATES,
WHICH WOULD MAKE THEIR OWN CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EFFORTS UNDER WAY.

9. MINISTERS ALSO STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ECONOMIC AND
POLITICAL REFORM PROCESS IN THE SOVIET UNION.

10. MINISTERS DECIDED THAT THEY WOULD MEET AGAIN IN THE LIGHT OF
NEW DEVELOPMENTS, AND IN ANY EVENT IN 1990.
UNQUOTE.
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