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SPEECH BY THE GOVERMOR OF CANAKKALE

Hr. Pramicant,

Mr, Govarnor Ganeral,
Prima Ministars,
Hinisters,

Vatarans,

Ladiage and Gent laman,

We are assembled hare to commemorate the 76 th  arniversary
of the Gallipeli Campatgn, to pay our respects and To BXOress our
gratitude to those eoldiers whe fought gallantly mnd fel] for
their countries BT m voung Bge 2f wall as thosa veterans of tha
Campaign.

I have great pleasure te ses that the representatives of
tha countries that mave taken part in ons of the fiercests battles
of history, have united here with feelings of mutuml friendship,
respact and affection.

I have further pleasure to express hare,nlsc ae behalf of
the people of this historic and beautiful corner of our country
which 18 protected sa a "Natioma] Park™ az it carriess most wivid
memories for all of us here and especially for the veterans among
us, our deep appreciation te Mave the opportunity of hosting this
maaningful ceremony,

) With these sentiments I would 1ike te welcoms all
distinguished guests and especially all the veLerans who
prasent hara.




. SOEECH ON BEHALF OF THE TURKISH ARMED FORCES

Governor General, Mr., FPresident, Distinguished Guests,
Heroas and Veterans, MHembers of the Armed Forces of Allied
and friendly countries.Tt is my great pleasure Lo gxtend to
vou all a most heartfelt walcome.

Teday we live through the pride and happiness of
remembering Ffor the first time A such & glorious manner, Lhosa
wha have lost their lives and reached the ranks of martyrdom
by fighting heroically to defend the ideals they believed in. The
presance among ue, in such a friendly and brotherly atmosphere
af thosa of you belonging to nations which at the timé ware
taking part 4n these wars and which are now al1, our friends,
even allies, arovides m great and particular contribution to the
magning of this day.

Whén we take a Joox at the world political conjunsturs
reigning at that time, we will all recall that, the race of
armamants between the blacks ‘and the balance of power which
accompanisd 1t at the beginning of tha 20 'th certury=-anablad
Europe to live through a paricd of "armed peace” for a while. But
afterwards confrontations among naticns due to economic and other
reasons strained their relations and the war of 1914-1818 anded
up with changes of a considorable scale on, Lhe political map of
Europe.

At & result of these developments and changes somé empires
in Eurcpe ceased to exist and a number of naw states have Daan
creatad. Canakkale ware which tosk place wWithin The framework of
the 1 &t World War, affected che destiny of this wer and caused
it to procrastinate.

The Terkieh straits censist of a region which include the
Bosphorua and the Dardanslles along with tha ses of Marmara. Thay
constitute a 1ink batween the Black Sea, the Mediterranean and
the warm waters, they are & crosaing point of sea and land 1ines
of communication and as sush, are one of tha main arteries of the
world's trads and transport roads. Throughout history, the
Turkish gtraits have ©Dean &n activa slamant affecting
continuously the Mediterranaan, Black Sea and Balkan region




strategies ond policies of many netions and consequently playsd
arnd dmportant role on the mational economies, foreign nuTlG!ﬂﬂq
the militery activities and power displays of thess. naltions
directed to the region. For the Black Sea countries, the Turkish
straits constitute & maval exit, vt mlso a barrier againat Tha
axternal threat to these pass countrics.

Because Lhey affected the interest of many countries, the
Turkish straite for centuries, hava continupusly  CarrFied &
gtategic imoortanca.

Iin this context the point which should not be forgoitan s
the fFfaoct Lhat the Turkish straits are the e=xslusive waberway
betwEsr The Black Sa and The Hediterrangan and ara in & pos1tyon
to constitute & bridge 1inking Eurcpe and Asia.

The straite of lstanoul and Canakale ara, for Turkey. a
matter of existence, integrity, Eovereignty, and BECUrity.
Consesuently, 1n the coures of the historical evolution Eha
gtraits of Istanbul and Canakkale heve often become a stage for
rolitical rivalries and conflicte. The cost of being the atags,
once agin, for such conflicts im 1915 during the firat World War,
wase the 1oss of nearly half a million sgult lives. Despite a1l
this, howaver, in terms of their effects and historical

consenuences, the Canakkale Battles have not only changed the
fate of the Turkish nation, but also affected the ganeral coursse
of the eventa in the 20 th century and conatitutad an important
turning point in the histories of the participating nationa.

The twa important consequances of the Canakkale Batties
have been their role in the esergence of the Hew Republic of
Turkey, and their contribution %o the foundations of thea
friendship amengest the participant coumtries.

Distinguished Guests,

In the firat instance, Canakkale Patties constituta the
clear proof of the continuation of the Turk's power which was
bmlieved to be exhausted. This battle, while proving te the
netione of a1l the world that moral power and patriotism were
assets more wvaluable and more efficient than &l)1 sorts of
firancial power and armed stranagth, it also constituted the atart
of the strugale for [iberation and independence a4ll arcund the
world,
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fhe great asuccess that the Turkish nation achisvad in
Canakale by restituting the confidence of the nation and by
etengthaning its moral has played an important role in preparing
the psychological atmosphera and in winming the victory 1in  tha
Turkish Tndepancencs wWEr.

Another importent aspect of the Canakkale battles for us
ang for the netisns of the world i the emargence of Atatlrs, as
the great commander and steEtesmen who changed The course of the
battla, and who registered his name on the pages of history with
this battlse.

&lthough 75 vears have passed, the importance and the
magnitude of Canakkales battles have not diminished, on The
contrary; they paved the way for scifantific studies of the futurs
genarationa 1n historical, military, social and paliticml araas.

Whan bBuilding up a friendaship, @ harsh and difficult
strugele is required so ag to reate & strong relatfonship. Thus,
with Ehig difficult atruggle, we ware invelived 1n 1915, we
succeesded Lo ardata tha presant with tha nations we fought.

Thesa feslinga of Triendearip developed betwWwean foes
determined to Kill esach other and morea particularly cheir
emargence on Lhe battlefiald 1n gallipeli carries an

axtraardinary importance. The Two parties who, in thosa daye have
fought each other in the most gentlemen 1ike manner, had laid the
foundations of a strong friendehip which would devalop latar. In
thie respagt the Canakkale battlies presant and importance of
their own, Zcenes like the Turkish officer who while trying to
drace his own wound used half of his bandage to dress thes wound
of the seriously wounded French officer, coooperation beatween The
two eides 1n digging mess graves, chatting with emch othar,
exchanging cigarettes, badges, and other &imilar gifts during the
Tulls, eerved to form the first foundatiom of this friendaship.

With casualty figures reaching 500 per killometer sqQuare,
Canakkals ware arfe ohoa of those with hanviest losses 1in  tha
hiatory. However, these battles which have now becoms lagends and
taken their distinguished place in the history, have alao proved
Ehat thoee mnationg which possess sons whe are determined to shed
thair blood, to sacrifice their Tives when necessary to deTend
EhaiF country, 1ts {ndependence,its freedom and the {deals they
balieve in: w111 ba entitled to Vive for the sternity, honourably
and in dignity.
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. The monuments which ara hare, keeping alive the memories
of tha Heroiem of the soldiers who have fought vallantly im a
narrow Tiald in Canakkalse, risa today as & symbol of pride and
honour. The immortal epirits of 600.000 young mem who fought
bproically spaitet sach other, rveat side by wide in asesp 51 lenca
and paace against the bresre of the Asgean sea. I would 11ke tTo
remind once again the words of great Atatlrk about the feelings
of the Turkish Hation for the asldiers of allied forces wWho Tost
their Tivee 1n Canakkale battles.

"Thoge herdes that =hed their bElood amnd JTost  their
fives... you are now 1ying in the so0il of & friendly country.
Therefore rest 4in poace. Thars is no difference betwean the
Johnnieg  and the Mehmets to us where they 1ie side by side here
fn this country of OUrS.... You, tha mothers, who sent Thelr EONE
From far away countries wipe away your tRArs; Your sons Are nNow
Tving 1in our besom and are in peace. After having leost their
livas on this land they hawve bescoms our fofia ag wall.”

With these feelings, on my own behalf and on behalf of the
Turkiegh armed forces, I commemorate with great respect those who
lost thair Tives in these battles wish god's mercy to all mariyra
and axprass my gratitude to war vatarans alive.




