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Sth June, 19%0

The Rt. Hon. Mra Hargaret Thatchar, H.P.,
Prime Hinlater,

10 Downing Strceat,

LOMDON, SWl 2AR.

Dear Prime Minister,

When I wrote to you in September of last year prior to your last mesting
with Mr. Gorbachevw, I concurred with your earlier hope that legislation
wiuld be speedily forthcoming which would enshrine the rights of

individuals to leave the Soviet Unicn "eo that they can be claimed and
enforced and not given as privileges which can one day be taken away"®.

Despite innumerable promisesa, and sterling input by our own Poralign 0ffice,
this hope remaine unfulfilled. Two suggested dates for the subject to be
raised in the Suprema Soviet have come and gone and we are still no nearar
leginlation. We recently received the text of the latest draft of the
proposed legislation which is a pignificant improvement on its predecessor.
Kevertheless, a numbar of sericus flaws remain, of whicsh its non retro—
activity is perhapas of most concern. This will mean that the many hundreds
of existing refusaniks will fall cuteide the remit of the legislation. We
submit that this loop-hole must be filled before the law is enacted. The
contirved existence of refuseniks will remain in complete contradiction to
the USER‘'s international obligations and the spirit of cocperation and
understanding that ie rapidly being erscted.

HWa are most concerned at the lnoresss in anti-somitism which ia causing
widespread fear among Jews within and without the Sowlet Unlen. Thelr
fears would be somewvhat allayed If Hr. Gorbachev perscnally, or the Soviet
Government gensrally, were to take a resolute stand againet this
phenomenen. It might perhaps be appropriaste for such a stand to occur in
Kiav, the site of Babl ¥Yar and of so much historic anti-pemitiem.
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Being ever mindful of your commitment to Human Rights in the Soviet Union
and your intentlon of heacing flest-hand testimocny from leading refuseniks
during your forthcomlng wislt, may I wish you every succesa ln your
deliberations.

Yours sincearely,

e

JOEN ER. FENHER
Chalrman




