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More Soviet Military Complaints

The sort of deep military unhappiness
came out into the open on 19 June at the

first day of the RSFSR Party Conference.
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2 General Makashov's speech (Reuters account attached)
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is the most outspoken public expression of military

discontent yet. Moreover, it does not come from a crusty
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old-timer. Makashov is a young high-flyer of the same
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generation as the better known General Gromov. He is only

52, has served as a senior commander in Germany and the
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Transcaucasus and is now Commander of the Urals-Volga
Military District - a huge swathe of the Russian heartland

e
to the east of Moscow where much of the country's defence

industry is concentrated.
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3 Makashov's remarks contain some distinctly threatening

notes. There is the not-so-gentle reminder of the number

of Soviet troops in the RSFSR. The reference to '"learned
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peacocks" - probably a jibe at Shevardnadze - is downright
————

insolent. Above all, the reference to Zhukov's help for
e

Khrushchev carries the implication that Gorbachev could
e

not rely on the armed forces in similar circumstances.

4. The fact that senior military commanders are airing

these views does not mean that they are set to move. And

Makashov himself acknowledges the ideological splits within
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the armed forces. But he must be fairly sure of his
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ground to speak out as he has done. We should therefore

allow for the possibility that at least the upper echelons
_\

of the armed forces are more homogeneous than we have

supposed, and perhaps more prepared to throw their
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political weight behind the conservatives. (We should note

that Makashov's criticism is directed not just at

Gorbachev, - his commander-in-chief - but also_at the

Yeltsin line in the RSFSR. Yeltsin even more clearly than

Gorbachev is the "idgological enemy" and it is Yeltsin, not
Sm—— S—
Gorbachev, who seems to want the RSFSR less firmly lodged

in the Soviet Union.) At all events, the military are

R e e e
clearly being sucked more deeply into Soviet politics.
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5. The very warm reception given to Makashov's speech and

those of other conservatives, compared with the at best

tepid reséonse to his own keynote speech, suggests that

Gorbachev may have uphill work asserting his line and his

candidates at both this Russian conference and at the CPSU

congress which opens on 2 July. This afternoon, Ligachev

has weighed in at the conference with open criticism o%

Gorbachev personally. ﬁ; can no longer assume that

Gorbachev will automatically secure re-election as head of

the Party at the CPSU Congress. The centre-ground looks at

though it is fast disappearing from beneath him.

PERCY CRADOCK

20 June 1990
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