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FRESENTER:

well, the Foreign Office, again as Wwe hearc Iir.
the news, is still waiting for Argentina tc
explain why forty of its citizens 1anded
illegally on a Falkland_ls]ands' dependency .

_Lorg Carrington wants an inguiry; but MPe &r¢

cziling for strongeér action. Conservative

Sir John Biggs-Davison  says the government
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should fire of f a formal complaint. _
S1R JOHN B1GGS-DAVISON: 3
- ST T < T

: DAVISO g

If this is allowed Lo 80 unchecked, witheout

then it will be th

protest, e beginning of )

conething else. we know hat Argentinia heas

ithis claim - this false claim - Lo the i

soveréignty of the Eritish Falkland Islands;

nich include as dependencit €

e

which include &as W

- ———— %

of ine ralkland 1=1ands these Antarctic

territories. These territories may, in the |

future, be of importance for the resources

en e

which, of course, are not yet fully known; &:

if we just let this go by without protest,

without diplomatic action, then we can expech

further invasions {f British sovereignty in

that part of the world.

PRESENTER:

why should, 1O most people &t home it woull

seem sirangé that we still do retain this

or indeec,

- o = ———

interest in the Falkland Jslands,

you say, they are part of our territories, oo’
T
it is really closer to Argentina than it is *«

us, isn't it?
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SIR JGHR BIGGS-LAVISON: ;
I rind people cery keen on supporting  the

Falkland Islanders; knowing that they are ;
almost g hundred rper cent Brjtish, as British *
as they are, and they, people understand tnie;
énd they see no recason why a territory which e
€ntirely peopled by British pPeople should not

be allowed to remain under the Britiash Crcwn.,

PRESENTER:
PRESENTER
1 By the fact? fThat the Falklanders

themselves have,ane, nothing to do with Argoenti;

N

and everything to do with this country?

SIR JOHN BIGGS-DAVISON:

Well, no; they'want to have a 1ot to do with
Argentina; they want to Co-operate with Arg,
with theijir neighbours in Argentina, This ig

perfectly right, they should be able to; anga 1

-

wish tha

<

. the development of the, ofr the oil
’ A

in those waters, er, ang any other economic e

activity ... coulg be co-ordinateg with, er, ’

Argentina: this would be Very sensible : o
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PRESENTER: ™

This is part of ‘the key to the, er, interest
which Argentina is showing in the whole issuc,
of course, that there is a certain amount of
wealth in the area, isn't there?

s

SIR.JOHN BIGGS-DAVISON:

Yesit K fhink that that is true. 1It's partly
that; and it's part;y that the dictatorship

in thgt country; if they want to, gr, divert
attenéion from domestic problems, they can
always, er, speak about the Malveens (phoneti~:.
the Falkland Islands, er, rather as the
Spaniards, from time to time, have talked

’

about Gibraltar.

PRESENTER:

Are we in any position to do, militarily

defend &hese Islands, if it comes to it?

SIR JOHN BIGGS-DAVISON:

Well, we have a very small garrison there;
we have a Royal Mérinqndetachment; but we
don't want to thfgk ;nf%gbms of conflict.
We want to think, howéyer, in terms of

Y 3
strenuaus diplomatic éétivity; we want 1o,
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er, bring our allies onto our side, so fTar
ae we can; and I have often thought that

s is necessary, we bring sboutl
nemisphere defence organization, because

b o n = =T

er, the martime defence of the Southern

if,

Soublher:.

ol

£

hemisphere is very, very important, the

Falkland Islands would be a very suitable

pase for headquarters in the scheme of thimngs.

PRESENTER:
What, exactly, would you like the British
Government to so then? Just a strong formal

protest is that encugh?

- SIR JOHN BIGGS~DAVISON:

I think this is where we, where it starts,
because we dont“want any repetitions and we
don't wan&}any misunderstandings. There
are various options open to a government;
there is the Security Council of the United

Nations, this is a clear case of aggression.

Well, they have withdrawn from gpgir

et b o =

aggressions, whethe§~that's to the good.
But if there's any repetition of this aggressicr

there is no reason why it .should not be
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seriouly as any other.
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PRESENTER:

And taken to the United Nations?
I

SIR JOHN _R1GGS-DAVISQN:

Possibly, but that is &« matter for those

who have (o play the diplematic hand.

PRESENTER:
Sir John Biggs-Davison, talking Lo Peter

Allen, our Political Editor. '
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