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PP.ESENTER: 

We1, the Foreign Office, ag
ain aswe hearc 

the riews, is still waiting fo
r Argentina tc 

explain why forty of its cit
izens landed 

iilegafly Qn a Falkland ls]an
ds' deperidency. 

,,Lord Carrington wants an inguiry; but MPs arr-

cJ1ing for stronger a'ton. Conservative 

Si r John Bi gçs-Davisor. says the 'cv&irnent 
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hou1d flre off a 
formal compnt. 

SIR JOHN BIGGS-DAV
ISON: 

if this is aflowed Lo g
o unchecked, withou

t 

prot.est, then it 
will be the begirinn

g of 

soIirig else. We 1-nw that. Argc-ntinia 
has  

th s e) a i m - tb 1
 s í1 ;e e a i ni - t o the 

sovereignty of Uie
 Eritish Falk]and 

lslands; 

which include as wh
ich inciude as depe

ndenci ' 

of Une i-a)k]and líands 
thcse Antarctie 

terriLories. These
 territories may e  in the 

future, be of iiripe
rtance for the resour'ces 

which, of course, a
re riot yet fufly <

nown; 

if we just let thi
s go by without pr

otest, 

without diplomatic 
action, then we can

 expec 

further invasions 
of British soverei

gnty ir 

that part of the wo
r]d. 

PRESENTER: 

Why shouid, tç rrost people at ho
me It wou)i 

seem strange that 
we sUli do retain 

ths 

interest in the Fa
lk)and Jslands, or 

indeed, 

you say, they are 
part of our territ

ories, h. 

it is really coser
 to Argert ira tha

n it is 

vis. is:t it? 
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SIR JÜ-3N hIGGS-CAVJSCN: 

1 find people very keen on supportiig Lhc 
Falkiand lslariders; knowing that they are 
almost a hundred per cent Brit.sh, as Brltish 
as they are, and they, people understand tn: 

- 
and they see no reason why a terri tory whi ch i 
entirely peopled by l3ritish people should not A. be allowed to remain under the British Crcwrt. 

Ír 

PRESENTER: 

1s!hat the fact? That the Fak1anders 
the-rnselves have, Qne, nothing to do with Argr 
aric everytning Lo ao witn trias country? fr 
SIR JOHN BIGGS-DAVISON: 

Well, no; they want to have a lot to do with 
Argentina; they want to co-operate with Arg, 
with their neghbours in Argentina. This is 
perfect.ly  right, they should be abie to; and 1 
wish that. the developrnent of the, of the oil 
in thoe waters, er, arid any other ecoriomic 
actavaty could be co.-ordanated with, cf, fl 

Argentina; this would be very sensible. 
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PRESENTER: 

This j s prt of the key to the, er, int.er 1 

which Argentri'a is showing in the whole 

of course, that there is a certain arnount of 

wealth in the area, isn't there? 

Yes, 1 thipk that that Is true. :It's partly 

that; and it's partly that the dctatorship 

in that country; if they want to, er, drivert 

attention from domestie problems, they can 

always, er, speak about the Malveens (phonc-i 

the Falkland Isiands, er, rather as the 

Spaniards, from ti'me to time, have talked 

about Gibraltar. 

PRESENTER: 
f 

Are we in any position to do, militarily 

defend4hese 1slrids, if it comes to it? 

SIR JOHN BiGGS-DAV1SON: 

Well, we have a ve-ry small garrison there; 

we have a Royal Marine detachrnent; but we 

don't want to th1k 1n'erms of conflict. 

Wc want to think, bowever, in terms of 

strenuczus diplomatic at1vity; WC want t3, 
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er, brirg our aflics orito our side, so f a r 

as we can; and 1 have ofen thcught tbat 

if, as is rie5essary, we hring about a Sautier:. 

hernisphe'e defence oranization, beca-use 
.-- 

ei', t.he martirne defence of the Southern 

hernisphere is very, very important, the 

Falkland islanda wcu]d be a very sui t.able 
- 

base for headquarters in the scheme of thi:i'.. 

PRESENTER: 

What, exactly, would you ]ike the British 

Gover:merit to so then? Just a str'ong formal 

protest is that enough? 

SIR JOHN BJGGS-DAVISON: 

1 think this is where we, where it starts, 

- 

because we dont want any r'epetitionsand we 

don't want any misunderstandings. There 

are various options open to a governrnent; 

there is ',,he Security Councii of the United 

Nations, this is a c]ear case of aggression. 

Wel], they have withdrawn from their 

* aggressions,whethe that's to the good. 

But if there's any repetiUon of this aggressir. 

there is no reason why it •should not be 
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Sir John Biggs-Davison, taiking Lo Peter 

Allen, our Poiltical Editor. 
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