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ASSESSMENT OF ARGENTINIAN AIR FORCE

1o Attached is a very hurriedly prepared brief on the
Argentinian Air and Naval Air Forces. We are lacking in
detailed information.

e The DIS is initiating a major study into the Argentinian
competence at both Naval and Air warfare, its ability to
sustain operations, the likely attitude of neighbouring states
and the economic implications. I would hope that this will be
available early on Monday 5 April.
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e Argentine Naval Air. The carrier 25 de Mayo is capable

- of operating with fixed and rotary wing aircraft. Her embarked
aircraft complement is usually about 14 including 4-6,Eracker
aircraft, 4-6 flgh.Zf strlke aircraft and up to 4 Sea King A/S
helicopters. The present aircraft complement on the carrier is
not known. Other Naval aircraft could operate from shore bases
in Southern Argentina. An outline of Naval aircraft is shown
in Annex A.

e Argentine Air Force. An outline orbat of the Argentine Air

Force is at Annex B and should be read in conjunction with the
map of dispositions at Annex C.

S To provide air support to the Argentine Navy or Army in the
Falkland Islands their aircraft need to be based at Rio Gallegos,
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an airfield in Southern Argentina. To date, we have seen only 10
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Mirage and 10 Skyhawk aircraft deployéd simultaneously to that
airfield. We are not able to assess the maximum capability for
Rio Gallegos but believe the bpresent facilities will be most
unlikely to support many more fighter bomber aircraft. There would,
of course, be the usual attendant logistic problems, mainly fuel
and weapon resupply but we do not know their present total holdings
of these two items. At present we have no evidence to say what
is currently at Rio Gallegos.
4, Canberra, Mirage and Pucara aircraft could provide ground
attack force. A range of weapons can be carried by these aircraft,
For example, cannon, rockets, iron bombs, and the AS30 missile.
The Mirage can provide an air defence capability using the Sidewinder
missgile.
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% ‘Although the Argentines have Skyhawk aircraft, we do not
beli‘l’ that it has the range capability for use in operations
over the Falkalnd Islands.

Air to Surface Weapons

6. Air to surface weapons known to be in the inventory include

those shown at Annex D,
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: Naval Aircraft
.q Super Ei
10Aeromacchi B 326 GB
5 SP-2E/P-2H Neptune‘
6 Hughes 500M (Cayuse) (PNA)
2 Sikorsky S-61 NR
3 Puma
1 HS 125 Srs 400A
5 Short Skyvan (PNA)
> Beech B80 Queen Air

3 Fairchild-Hiller Porter
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andard (to replace A4Q) 14 A-4q Skyhawk —

10 S-2A/S-2E Tracker

9 Alouette IIT Helicopter
4 Sikorsky S—61D (Sea King)
3 Sea Iynx

3 Fokkfer F28-3000

3 Lockhead L —~ 188 Electra

8 Beech Super King Air 200

15 Beech T-34 C-1
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Canberra (9 x BG2; .’ef']s Yors ll. -

14
* 19 Mirage 111 ﬁ'fc"/ 7,92
- Lnge F 29 o~
26 ltirage V (Nesher)
74 7 = (¢ i i
60 Skyhawk //(“{"“CZ e
48 1S T60A Paris
18 F36F
45 1A 58A Pucara (CO.M),%Z
14 Hughes 500 bty Fas
8 UH 1H CLou«-u:
O“""‘“Q
20 1A35 Huanquero
1 Boeing 707
7 €130
2 XC 13D
6 ¥28
10 F27
13 47 5

Some 40 various light aircraft

.14
12
35
37
12
2

2)
=
28

Strike Commander

Paris

T34C

Cessna 162

Lama helos

DHC2 i o d
DHC3

LC47

Helicopters inc 3 Chinook CH4
and 3 61R

‘ NOTE: 8 Mirage V, 20 Pucara, 16 Turbo Commander, 9 Puma, 2 KC130, 8 Bell 212 on orde
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AIR TO SURFACE WEAPONS AVAILABLE

2.75 MM rockets (ZUONI).
Conventional gravity bombs to 500 K.

Martin Pescado - Air to surface guided missile locally

produced with 40K head.

20 and 30MM cannons fitted respectively Pucara and Mirage

aircraft,
‘Grenade dispensors - anti personnel.
AS 11/12 missiles in helicopters.

Additionally Shagui in air to air missiles held.

AS 30,
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