Lo

fﬂj 'L)..P"\M‘w?(:ou.l_

s Urm\«f{-w\_,v{*m u_‘rulvt:)t("‘
' | LTV S IR Ay

FALITANY IBUARES 0 % /\

s .
1. Xs 4t vosaiWle far

FJJLJuuL Eﬂiannx AiLPr D
irr

'.3 to re-{as
- 3

20 Anve5i0on v

largest amziiibious Task Grony which we could denioy
to the area. Our chaices ¢f succesz would depend
crucially on:
- The size of the Argentinian forcs
established on the Islznds:
- Our success in preventing the re-supply

and further reinforcement of that force
from the Argentinian mainland, eg

by the cperations of cur 83!

-

- Our intélligence on the di-pe
strengtn and capabilities of the force cn

the Islands andod‘supportlug caritime

and air forces.

2. \Vhat approsch offers our best chance of

CEeSAT
Assuning no access forour forces to airfiels
and port facilities the South Armerican wainland,
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airfield facilities in the Falkland Islands.

We could not be certain by thiz means of preventing

from the air, perhaps by parachute.

The blockade would be greatly intensified cnce
the amphibious Task Group had arrived, wnizh wouls

" have the capability of destroying the deploved

Argentinien raval forces and inflicting significant
: i . ‘ .
losses on their land based air forces.

Once our naval and air suprcmzey had heen
established, operations against ths Argentinian
land forces in the Falklands could commence in
earnest. Good tactical intelligence would e
¢rucial to the success of this phase. The
operations which could be mounted zgainst the
Islands by the Task CGroup would include:

a1 Intensified covert operations to gather.

zntelligence and to harrass;

b. Offensive air strikes by Earriers;
c. Naval bombardment; T

d. Selective landings to secure initial
objéctives. ks
Yhese landings would be mace both LY
helicopter and by landing cralt and

“would be intended to establish a fir
base from which to conduvct subscauent
landing operations against the
Argentinian forces. These landings are

likely to invelve up to wo Commandos.
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A force.ot this gize, with z further
Commando in reserve, could be fajrly
confident of maintzining its position

_ on the Islands, if the maritime and air
situation remained favourable. It is
‘much- less certain that this force
could go on to defeat and expel a large,
well-established Argentinian land
force. Much would depend on the
ability of the Task Croup to sustain
gn intense level of naval gunfire anc
ﬁéfensive air support, whils%{ continuing
to maintain an effective blockade.

I1f we had access to airfields on the South
American mainland, eg in Southern Chile, it could
be that our ability to exploit the situation
established by Commsndo landings would be substantially
enhanced., This would not be decisive,

3, How would we maintain our oosmt10n7

If we had re-taken the Falkland Islands, orxr if
we had established a significant presence on part
of the Yslands, this could only be sustained by the
continued presence and operaticns of 2 sizeable RN
Task Group, including carries.To maintain such =2
force at cxtended Tange and without ace
to a secure forward oheratinf base wounld pose
fornmidable and pescibly insuperable logisti
probleme. It would be necessary to establish 2

~re-supply chain over 7,000 miles, and this would

inevitably involve the exbtensive use of civil
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would have to come by sea frem the Unised Kingdom.
The limited facilitics at sscensicn Island would
not be able to suppert re-suppls by sir and sea.
Access to Chilesn airfiglds and'ﬁorts could mitigate
some of -the oproblems.

1f it became necessary to maintzin a large
force in the Scuth Aftlantic for more than threze or
four months, it would be necessary to drsw sc heavily .
on the total rescurces off the fleet that few other bpﬁrﬁéiq~bf
could be sustained, _ except for SSE deplorments.

[

There would be no aircrafi carriers Lo relieve NS
Invincivle and HIMS Hermes. The effect of our HATC
declarations nceds no embellishment.

Other Ontiocas

There are a few military options other than
operations against Avgentinien forces on the
Palklend Islands:

a. BN Even without the deployment of a
Task Group, SSNs could be a potent force
against tpe Argentinian navy. They
could sink substantial numbers of surface
ships. They could also maintain an efrective
g but rot total tlockade of the
Islands, or Argentine naval bases cn the
mainland. Their operations cculd ba
proceeded by an ultimatuvm o0 the Argentine

government.

b. SBS5/SAS Covert operations by SBS/S4S
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Alr Options

Given the use of the airfields in Uruguzy or

' Southern Chile, it would be possible to conduct

‘air operations agauinst Argentiniazn forces, Liotn at
sea and cn the mzinlanc of Argentina, prchbatly

with RAT Buccaneers. Without fhe use of such

.airfields, these operatiqns would not be possible.

Maritime Patrol kircraft (IPA)

‘Would significarntly enhance the operatiocnal

effactivenessof our SSHs and could undertalie other -

surveillznce tasks. It is deudbtful, however, whether

-the airfield in Scuthern Chile could support the

operations of our MPAs, and suitable Chilean zirfields
may be too-far from the Falklands to be a practiszl
alternative.




