IN THE Lords, thore were re.
strained cheers as Lerd Cup.
ringlon deciated the govern.
ment’s inteni tn ensure that
the Falicland Islands and den-
PendenTios T —frov  from
foreian nccupation, “7The
Argentine ac a: been in
the most ¢ I disregard of
eppeals m ¥ the cecretapy.
genervel of 1ne United Nations
and the prosig of the Secur-
ity Council,” said.

The
rccept tnat
of the Fal

wishnes
vders, whn
; blnagd (]
:d 19 remain s by oalj
uid be {rosrated Livr

Wist

aNOe

said that

he said, “ I wayld heen
quite wrong for us act on
Cthe  unconfrimcd enting

S reports.”

He had heard it said that
Britain should have mayv
forces to the area a month as .
Ih)t_ then, Richard Luce, a
nunister of siate ar the foreisn
and commornwealth office, had
Tust concluded friendly talks
m New York with his Argentine
opposite number, and a satis.
tactory = basis for further
negotiations with  Argentina
scemed to have been reached,
It was true that rhe Argen-
fine negotiator appeared 1o

—.rave been regarded by some

n Buenos Aires as having
been too reasanable, and on
his relurn home there was
considerable comment in the
Argentina press urging the i-e
of “other means® jf negotia--
tions could wot be taken for-
ward quickly,

_“Had this been the fiyst
time over the last 20 vears
that some a!lusion to the use
of force had been made from
the Argentine side, it might
have struck us as more signj-
cant than 1t did,” Carringion
said. “I have no doubt “that
had we resnonded to these
siatements by moving ships (o-
Warcs o houreas we would ha
d the hand of :
and increased the
we were trying 1o

IISK
avoid.”

AY
Cynical disregard
. Had Britain deployed ships
as soon as the Argentine scrap
merchants  landed in  South -
Genrgia, the government wonld
have been accused of inflam-
ing the situation and reaciing
in a way quite disproportionate
to the problem pnoscy by the
presence of a small party of
Argentine workers.

“J know the house will join
with mie in making elear to all
concerned our resnlve to up-
hold the wishes of the iclanders
in the face of Avgentina's
cynical disregard of them. Tha
Falkland Islands are Britsh.
The Falkland Islandcrs wish 1o
“ be British. Our duty is clear.”

For Labour, Lord Shackle.
ton said the government should
explain the extraordinary non.
committal answers it had
in the Commons on Tr

implving thar there mi

no threat of invaszion at a

was not only the fate of tha

Falkland Islends and do; i

cencies that was at stake, it vwas

the whnle south-west Atvlanric,
including the Antarctic,

Lord Bvers T.iberal loider 1
the Linrds, said that the ¢
zence colleciing

should he improved i

ately if diplomatic and nuh-

tary initiatives were (o be
“ effective.




