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FATKLAND TSLANDS: HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATE  ---
&to
There are a number of points which, following the debate
in the House of Commons on Saturday, require to be carefully
examined before the next debate in the House of Commons, and
I have set out in the annex to this minute the main points
on which the Secretary of State wants some powerful speaking
notes together with any supplementary material on which ne
could draw if necessary, and, where necessary, background notes
to explain further details not suitable for speaking material.

2. This materisl should reach this office by midday on
Tuesday 6th at the latest.

Bié I enclose an advance copy of Saturday's Hansard.
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What-diplomatic action is the FCO taking

(hoping to take) between now and the time

the Task Force arrives in the area of the ;
Falkland Islands? DS 11 (FCO)
Mr Michael Foot's comment in Saturday's

debate that FCO Minister of State left

unanswered points raised by Mr Ross as a v
.result of his talks with Argentines 15 1 (FCo)
Financial Assets/Freezing etc s : DS 11 (DOT)
What has happened?
State of Argentine economy

Trade with Argentine - extent? , PS4 (DOT)
Can we expect NATO and other nations to apply

sanctions; break of diplomatic relations? B 41 (FCO)

Civil Flights between UK and Argentina 1y (DOT)

SN

Civil shipping
Position of British citizens in Argentina Bk 411 (FCO)
Why did HMG not react to reports (e.g.

Guardian 25 Feb - copy attached) of likely
military aggression. Why no preparatory

action? "Massive misJjudgement! * 2 D% 4% {FCO)
DCDS(I)
Extend the BBC World Service broadcasts DS 11 (ECO)

to the Falkland Islands. (Mr John Silkin's
point in the debate yesterday). Transcript of
FCS broadcast v
Mr Foot'!s criticism of our intelligence; ¥ DCDS(I)(FCO).
Argentine fleet dispositions, etc. Did
US not warn us? (S of S was asked in Saturday's
debate)
The 1977 operation mounted by the previous DS 5
Government. g ; :
Details of development of situation, and of
what happened but not,of course, of the advice
tendered to the previous Government.

Size of RN in 1977 compared with now. , DS 4

RAF air transport capability/Ascension Island. DS 8

DS 11 (DS 8/FCO)

i 3,
speaking note)
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The conduct of the Royal Marines (in the Falkland
Islands and South Georgia). Robust defence to
counter Mr Enoch Powell's critical remarks

Events of past week demand a revision of our

defence strategy. What if invasion had taken place after
Naval cuts?

200 mile limit around the Falkland Islands

~Dr Owen's view that this would be "perfectly
compatible" with international law.

Details of Shackleton Committee's report
e.g enlargement of airfield

Hong Kong? Could it be as vulnerable?

South Thule. Details. Diplomatic and other
action at that time

Edward Rowland's point in the House on Saturday
that "we have been reading (Argentine) telegrams
for many years"

Argentine Naval actions: track record

Admiral Luce's erigagement in 1914/INVINCIBLE

Any relevant history/ with quotations from Parliament )

DS 5

DS 4/5]/1

DS 5

DS 11
DS 11

b3 11

DCDS(I)/
DS 11

NHB
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Tough line for negotintions with Britain
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As Britain and - Argentind cynistances  ond - bearing in o an invasiol woitl ot neces- by N ;
prepare for 4 new vouad of pynd not oty our knowledge saridy be su iniemountable | Y S i
talks on the future of the Falk- 4 (he past, butealdso sur vision abstacle. f r-:---r.-;: o ;
land l.\_l;lmls MOAIE arntziof the future.” . Je Noragan dds  irom ! '\-\' NETHC. 1w~
generals in Buenos Aires have 4 SRR RTINS 0N (Americ. n
hinted that they are ready to Other  sources -within  the ’_flu'nu.'.: Adres o l!.) the ’}"“‘41 ing in TR ;
take military action to press wilitary have also fended to sign of Arventina’s ".").’,'.\”':m‘.‘i"' Vietnnn v & ' ;
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Saturday  when  thewr deputy h.““'m"\"‘ ")l. Hs cconomic p().ll- 'F decad:  Unof “_l‘f ,""”n'). \! muouest zrouna foi I
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bility when he leftfor New it would be hard for the gov- It is not, however, expected | gation 4 nnat (RN |
York on Tuesday. Speaking to ermment of a  predominantly to reduce the nmubitary’s ecap- | opoliteal @ oo ¥
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The I'resident of the military | The martial law authoritics @ @ ‘ !
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UIstanbul, was also on the list.
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fnew crackdown by the
Jand  could

ris o

thu,h'.l\

signal a
regime,
campromise s
ARBOIE even-handed
With  Laere  ang
s 41

L3 TARY SR 1 vy |

R—— e A me o S | L




