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I enclose a draft of the opening speech submitted by FCO
officials to the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary for
tomorrow's debate,

2. Could we haﬁe comments by 1930 tonight.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATE ON FALKLAND ISLANDS, WEDNESDAY
.....]n Confidence 7 APRIL
BAT et bininess | SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE
Introduction
1Ly ‘I speak less than two days after becomlng Seoretary—
of-State—fer Foreign and Commonwealth \*1

deeply conscious of the heavy responsibilities that have

suddonty been pléced upon me. I shall do my best to
' Meleing il ife
discharge them. My predecessor, with i3
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determination and hdés—strot—8ehE8¢C
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tig—honeur, 11fted hlgh the reputatlon of Erithh foreign,
‘ B N 7 Y Pebes e olu \,\W:&y

‘policy. f He w£§ “V?ry—fine Fforelgn and Commonwealth

Secretary. Ve have now’encountered a serious difficulty.
My purpose is to’overcome that difficulty and to restore

to British foreign policy the high respect at home and

abroad which it had enjoyed since the present government

took offlce and—wh&&e—ﬁord—Gtrrrﬁg%ea—was—*n—cbaaze

)M"“_ﬂéﬁg """""" ol =) | U approach this task in a spirit of realism,

calim and determination. I have chosen these words with
particular care. I have chosen realism, because I shall

nroceed/




:ﬁhat face us in the crisis about thé'Falklananslands.

© .1 have chosen calm, because it will help me to give

objectivefin this crisis. I have chosen determination,

‘ Falklands..: The small detachment of Royal Marines in

Islands themselves. We believe that they may now have
‘an occupation fbrde of som ' 000. men in place. While

"we have no reports so far of direct maltreatment of the

" islanders, it is quite obvious that the occupation force

careful consideration to the practical options and to

reach the right decisions as we progress towards our

because I intend to show Argentina and indeed the whole
world that Britain means to succeed in this affair.

3 Tbg House is aware, of our objectives. They wereh
stated by my right honourable Friend the Prime Minister
on Saturday._ We intend to see that tﬁe Falkland Islands
are freed fr&m 6ccupation anq returned to British
administration at the earliest bpssible moment .

Recent Developments

4, This debate gives me a welcome opportunity to inform
the House of the most recent developmenté. I.shall alsp
explain the measures that ‘we are taking in our efforts

to liberate the islands.

5. Since the debate on Saturday there have been a
number of developments of which the House will_prébabiﬁ
be aware. °~ That same day the Argentines extended thelr

control to the island of South:!Georgia, a dependency of td

South Georgia put up a gallant and spirited resistance.
But of course they could“not stand up against overwhelming
strength and have been taken prisoner. The Argentines

have also been consolidatlng their presence in’ the Falklan

has no inténtion of treating them other than as a
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‘conquered population. = Tight restrictions have been
. piﬁcea on their activities. Any sign of resistance, even
symbolic, is likely to be treated severely.

'6e. Tbe Governor .of the Falkland Islands ﬁnd the marines
from Port Stanley have been evacuated to this country. I
jam sure that the whole House will wish to join me in tribute
to them. The  Governor, Mr Rex Hunt, conducted hlmself with
cour?éé and'dignity amid the danger and ponfusion.A He
proved himself worthy of the trust which the.British
que}nment had.placed in him and of the manifest affection
which~he'had inspired among the islanders. The Royal
Marines did all that could pogqibly have been expected of
them. They gave'the invaders a sharp taste of what even a
small detachment = from the British armed services can do
when faced with naked aggression.

7.. The British Ambassador and Tgst~of his staff are being
withdrawn from Buenos Aires. ,.A'small British Interests
Section will continue to work in the Swiss Embassy there.
We have advised.the many British subjectslliving in’
Argentina to depart unless they haYe special reasons for
I‘émaining.

Argentlna s qu AR A

Sf" "My first,impression .on assuming responsibility for

of—

‘this erisis at ‘the Foreign and Commonwealth Office is that

thB—peop%e—e%—&r*%arﬁ—-&nd—perhaps_ths_ngs9_1t )
hafle c’l /e ;~/:4.,,.‘,¢“. }

%:jf_be—zu}iy—tware—eé the appalllngécrlme that tdrst .

[ Argentine regime has committed. As recently as the end of
February, as the House is aware, we had held talks with
Argentina about the Falkland Islands. Those talks had

been cordial. The Argentine Government must have been

fully/
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ds problem by means of fair negotiation.  Why did they

?ﬂ”sﬁddénly decidezin'the last days of March to resort to brutal

?' aggre551on° I suggest that part of the answer lies in. the

5 1
N very brutallty and &aé:Zpoﬁeaee of the Argentine regime

itself. ~ Inflation is raging in Argentina, at the rate of
140% a year. The regime is notorious for its systematic
' confempt of all human rights. '~ There. have been thousands of

arrests and~kiilings, often described in a tragic euphgmism
as 'disappeérances’i Only a few days before the invasion
of the Falkland Islands there had been riots in Buenos Aires
and'many people had been arrested. Harrassed by political
unrest at home,igéiét by mounting economic difficulties, the
A hic .«
regime turned desperately to a &éﬁﬁ;ﬂ attempt to arouse
jingoism among the people. The=serdid victimisatioa—of=TlTe
Fedlleng-Is]l anders—canmot—bo—allowod—te—pass. The Falkland
Islandgrs havé4becdme'the victims of sordid opportdnism.

The purpose of the government is to restore their rights.

Current Actions "~

2)] The Hduse'ié aware that we have despatched a large task
force towards the South Atlantic. We are confideﬂ£ that it
will be fully adequate for any action that may be required of
L This is an essential part of our policy. It gives us

the strength from which to ‘pursue a settlement, for it is only

strength that the regimé in Argentina seems likely to understanfi.

sqizg/;he‘pgﬁ_’gm’wrtnggz/iurthgziz;ghtlﬁézi. We would much

prefe negotlated settlement and will do all we can to get
é.?' Arjeatia. reg/~2

one. ;yIf our efforts fail, the will know what to

-eXPQCtI Britain does not appease dictators.
10/
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10 (" 8n the need now is for all the world to bring maximum
pressure on Argentina to w1thdraw its armed forces from the

o Lef—
Falkland Islands. Yeou—may describe our policies in this
regérd{'_Britain herself has already.taken various measures.
We have broken diplomatic relations with Argentina. ¥e have
frozen Argentine” assets in this country. We have stopped
bfficialccredifs for exports: -to Argentina. We have banned
the export of arms to Argentina. And we have decided to
imbbSe zan.emﬁargo on the import of all goods from Argentina
not already shibped by the time of the invasion.
11.  Argentina, as I have said .1s economically weak. The
measures we havé;taken, combined with the ;;SQQ:Q;KBf our

naval force, are a powerful and persuasive combination.

Db, L} e =2 [c
sa%JQhétp;QSFecxs-ior conv1nclag Argentina that apgr0551on
PUYS:

: df\rvL( 4.&;.0
does not pay, w&ll—dep p&f%}eantly—en the qupportfwv TQ’

roceive from thé world communlty.”w

11; The governmenf were heartened by the promptness and

the clarity with which the Security Council of the United
Nations - one day after the invasion - endorsed the Resolutio:
we put forward. Jt demands an immediate cessation

of hostilities and an immediate withdrawal of all Arpgentine
forces,and it célib’od'th? governments of Argentina and the
United Kingdom to.seek atdiplomatic solution to their
differences and to respect the United Nations Charter.
‘Britain immediately accepted--the.injunction.to seek =
dlplomatlc solution and observe the Charter But. Argentina
coldly displayed its contempt for world opinion by rejecting
the Resolution. This Resolution is mandatory. It represents
the.expression of world opinion. I hope that the Argentine
regime will reconsider its intemperate reaction.

Tt



;*of'fﬁié“ﬁesolutionf There ‘are many territories across the
world which aréivulnerable‘to aggression from more powerful
neighbours. The preservation of ﬁéace depends on the :

‘Aexercise of resbons}biiity and restraint. It depends on the
strong not taking the law into"thier own hands and imposing

" their rule on th; weak. ' It depends on the international
‘community sﬁpporting:thé principle of self-determination
and punishing those who wilfully and forcibly violate that
principle. It 'is fhe Falkland Islanders who today are being
deprived of tﬁeir:right to live:in accordance with their
wishes. If the world does not oblige Argentina to restore
their rights, tomorrow it will be someone else's turn to
suffer aggression and bccupgtion. The world will become an
even more dangerous place. :

rilets

13. The government have been makihg these views k own to it
U g ¢
large number of friendly countries. We have suggested theat
++—would -be—appropriate—£fer them to take certain measures
inleec R 113 J Jmuae o\
to demonstea i ! | Argentina. Such measures might
include the recall of Ambassadors for consultation, an embargo
on the supply of arms and military equipment, a denial.of
export credits and instructions to commercial banks to
exercise prudence and refrain from making new loans to
Argentina. We have ‘also had many other contacts with our
friends. For example, the High Commissioners in London of
the Commonwealth ‘countries visited the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office for a meeting yesterday afterncon. The initial
Yenra g ERE: _
response toiour/epproacheS'has been helpful. I should like

in particular to mention that New Zealand has severed

diplomatic relations with Argentina and Australia and Canada

have withdrawn their Ambassadors.
714.
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14. Yesterday, my right honourable Friend the Prime
Minister sent important messages to our partners in the
European Community and to other very friendly countries.
iy
She has notlfled these countrles abougkthe economic measures
which Brltamn has taken and requested them to take similar
action. 4
15. We count on the support of our friends. With it,
t&% s
we hope t Argentina wiéil -see :that w1thdrawa1 and a negotla-
Cemi b &
ted settlement-&re the. only possible approach in the Falkland
Islands dispute and the onlv one which is in Argentina's

own-interests.

Conclusion

16.. e s 1ntolerab1e that the peaceful people of the
Falkland Islands, wbo are British by choice, by nationality
and by inheritance, should be the victims of unprovoked
1nva51on by..a powerfulusnd covetous neighbour. It will
be--far..from easy for the government to reverse this 51tuat10n.
We recognise the difficulties. But we shall spare no

effort to reach a peaceful solution. The Falkland Islanders

have responded with cbﬁrage and dignity to the rape of their

_Islands. I want to assure them now that Britain will stand

by its-bommitmentsj Their confidence in us is not misplaced.
We shall do ali;is;Suf:ﬁbwsr to re-establish the British
administration that they have always'wanted. They shall

not regret the determination with which they clung to their
links with Britain Enderitish,herit;gsn._ 1

17. If we in thls country are to-achieve our objectives as

swiftly and as peacefully as possible, then we must unite

in our pursuit of them. Of course there has been criticism

of the government's tréatment of the subject before the
- 2

crisis. In a democracy it is inevitably and indeed right

/that



t}.‘ this gould happen. ‘But wg'have now set a determined
course to solve the problem and we shall not be deflected.
When it is a ﬁﬁeétidn of restoring the rights of our fellow
Islanders 8,000 miles away there can be no doubt where our
duty liésl Let ds_ail in this country join together to
ensure that Argentina's intolerable defiance of all the

rules of international behaviour is not allowed to stand.

-_I appeal also to the international community to support

this.country id bringing all possible pressure on Argentina
to withdraw from the Islands and make a peaceful outcome

possible.
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FALKLAND ISLANDS : SECRETARY OF STATE'S SPEECH IN THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS ON 7' APRIL

1. I submit a draft speech, which in its present shape would
'ﬁ?ke'apéut 18 minutes to deliver. I hope that it conforms
to the'SeéfetaryﬁbflStéte's remarks at his meeting first

thing this morning.

2. The draft takes account of comments from some departments
on an earlier version. If further comments are received I

shall let you know immediately.
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6 April 1982 C L G Mallaby
Planning Staff
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