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INFO' IMMEDIATE NATO POSTS, UKMIS 'NEW YOEK. ‘MOSCOW, CANBERRA,
WELL INGTON, MODUK (DUS(P), DS 12 AND DEFENCE S ITUATON CENTRE)

YOUR TELNOS 165 AND 466: FALKLAND ISLANDS /

1 WE APPRECTATE YOUR WISH TO.KEEP OUR ALLIES AS FULLY INFORMED
AS POSSIBLE. YOU WILL UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL
THAT DETAILS OF OUR MILITARY PREPARATIONS SHOULD NOT (NOT ) REACH
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THE ARGENTINES. 'IF.WE WERE TO REVEAL OUR DISPOSITIONS TO OUR
ALL1ES THERE WOULD BE AN' INEVITABLE INCREASE IN THE RISK OF

A DAMAGING LEAK WHICH COULD ENABLE THE. ARGENT INES TO PREPARE MORE
EFFECT WELY AGAINST “THE .- PGSSIBILITY ‘OF X MdﬁlTARY ENGAGEMENT.

2o YOU SHOULD THEREFORE TAKE THE FOLLOWINE& LINE IN THE NAC:

A) AS ALLIES WILL BE AWARE FROM THE PRESS, WE ARE DESPATCHING

A SUBSTANTIAL FORCE TO THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. WE SHALL BE SEEKING
TO USE THE TIME WHICH WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE FORCE TO MAKE THE
JOURNEY TO EXERCISE THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF PRESSURE ON ARGENT INA
TO. AGREE:- TO A PEACEFUL SOLUT [ONs THE ASSISTANCE OF ALLIES WILL BE
ESSENTIAL HERE, AND WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT WE
HAVE RECEIVED SO FAR. BUT ANY SOLUTION MUST ENTAIL THE DEPARTURE
OF ARGENTINE FORCES FROM THE ISLANDS. IF DIPLOMATIC MEANS FAIL,F
WE ARE PREPARED TO USE FORCE I[N EXERCISE OF THE R IGHT OF SELF-
DEFENCE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE UN CHARTERs

B) THE DESPATCH OF UK SHIPS TO THE AREA WILL INEVITABLY MEAN
THAT - THE VESSELS CONCERNED WILL BE TEMPORARILY UNAVAILABLE FOR
THEIR NATO TASKSa | ITI ¥S IMPOSSIBLE TO ANTICIPATE HOW LONG THIS
PERI10OD ‘Wl LsBE§ BUT WE' HOPE IT WILL BE RELATIVELY BRIEF«

WE SHALL OF COURSE CO¥PLY WITH OUR QBLIGATION TO INFORM THE NATO

\

PAGe 3 RBDWG A¢388 CORF LU E N | {8 S 0% -

MILITARY AUTHORITIES WHEN THE FORCES IN QUEST ION MOVE TO A LOWER
STATE OF NATO READINESS. BUT WE HOPE THAT ALLIES WILL UNDERSTAND
THE REASONS WHY, GIVEN THE POSSIBILITY OF THE NEERP TO USE
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MELITARY FORCE IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC, WE WOULD MUCH PREFER NOT TO
iﬁLVEAL DETAILS OF OUR DISPOSITIONS AT THIS STAGE. WE HOPE ALLIES

WILL NOT PRESS US ON THIS POINT.
(€) WE CAN, HOWEVER, ' INFORM ALLIES THAT THE TASK FORCE INCLUDES THEF

FOLLOWING VESSELS WHICH ARE ASSIGNED TO CINCHAN/SACLANT :

1) 2 CARRIERS: INVINCIBLE AND HERMES, WITH SEA HARRIERS AND
HELICOPTERS EMBARKED:

11) 12 ESCORTS: THE TYPE 42 DESTROYERS SHEFFIELD, GLASGOW AND
COVENTRY: COVENTRY CLASS DESTROYERS ANTRIM AND GLAMORGAN :
TYPE 21 FRIGATES ARROW, ALACRITY AND ANTELOPE: TYPE 22
'‘RIGATES BRILLIANT AND BROADSWORD: AND TYPE 12 FRIGATES
PLYMOUTH AND YARMOUTH:

[14) ASSAULT SHIP HMS FEARLESS AND 5 LANDING SHIPS:

V) FLEET AUXILIARIES: APPLELEAF, TIDESPRING, PEARLEAF,

'OLMEDA, FORT AUSTIN, RESOURCE AND STROMNESS:

V)  IN ADDITION THE PASSENGER LINER CANBERRA IS TO BE USED AS

A TROOP TRANSPORT AND TANKERS AND OTHER SUPPORT SHIPS
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ARE ALSO BEING CHARTERED OR REQUISITIONED:
V1) SUBMARINE FORCES ARE ALSO BEING DEPLOYED, BUT FOR REASONSF
IN PARA 1 WE CAN NOT (NOT) GIVE ANY FURTHER DETAILS
AT THIS STAGE.
THESE FORCES PROVIDE A BALANCED CAPABILITY SUSTAINABLE FOR A
LENGTHY PERIOD! IF NECESSARYs BUT WE WOULD NOT AT THIS STAGE
WISH TO REVEAL THE MILITARY OPTIONS UNDER CONS IDERAT ION.
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