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FALKLAND TSLANDS

1. T attach at inney 4 the firsg
draft ~»f a rassace for the 3ecresary
of State's spseczh for +the debzate g
today, vhich mwight lead in to *he
announcenent of an exclusion zone.
2. T also attach the first dreft

of a guidsnce felegram which the

FCO would despatch to all posts.
I am still discussine with laes

L 1
experte the terms of the announcemen
itself, but I chould be most gratefu
for your e2r{r reactions to the

attached drafts.
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1. On Friday 2 April, Argentina seized the Falkland
Islands by force of arms, in flagrant disregard of
internstional law and resolution nurber of the
Security Council, Her Majesty's Government have

made it absolutely cle;} that we do not and will

not accent this situation. The Falkland Islands

are sovereign British territory. The Falkland
Islanderq wish to remain under British administration.

urgentine forces must be withdrawn from the Falkland
Islands, and u-ltISh administration must be
restored.

2. We are seeking to bring this about peacefully
by diplomatic means. We shall explore every
possibility for doing so, and we hope that our

ef forts will succeed., But this House, the British
people, and the Argentine government should be in
no doubt that our position on the fundamental
issue is not negotiable. The clear wishes of the

Falkland Islanders will be respected.

3, We are now déeploying to the South Atlantic a powerful
Carrier Task Group and other naval units. With

this force we shall be able to undertake a range

of operations, should it become necessary to

use force to achieve our objective. We hope it

will not come to that. We hope diplomacy will

succeed. Nevertheless, this fouse will not forget

thet +he Arcentines were the first to use massive
force in order to establish their control of the




Falklands. The Island is now subject to an

illegal and alien military rule. That is not a
situstion which we are prepered to tolerate for one day
longer'than is absolutely necessary. Our first
milifary action will be intended to deprive the
Argentine forces on the Falklands of re-supply

from the meinland. To this end, I have to tell

the House that through appropriate channels the
following notice is bei;g promulgated to all

shipping forthwith.
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DRAFT GUIDANCE TELEGRAM FROM FCO T2 ALL POSTS

l. At /Time7 tnis evening, KiiG nmade thez following

You should take steps urgently to convey the terms
of this announcement to the goveranmesnt to which
vou are accredited. In so0 dcing, you should

stress that:-

a. Argentina has cormitted flagrant
aggression against sovereign EBritish
territory, and against “he clearest
possible resolutions of the Security
Council;

b. HMG in recent months has been negotiating
in good faith to bring about a
diplomatic resolution of the Falkland
Islands issue;

i Since the Argentine invasion, HMG has
made clear that the Island remains
sovereign British territory, and that
Argentine forces must be withdrawn and
British administration restored; -

d. Ministers hope that thiz can he
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Nevertheless, HM3 is not willing to
tolerate for longer than is
absolutely necessary the subjection
of the Falkland Islands to an illegal
and alien military rule;

HMG is prepared to use force to achieve
its objective if absolutsly necessary;
The declaration of an exclusion zone

is a first step, and is intended to
deny the Argentine forces on the
Falkland Tslards re-supply and/or
reinforcement from the mainland;

Military action and casualties will
result only if Argentina does not
observe this exclusion zone. We have
given the Argentine government and her
forces good notice of our intention,
and plenty of time to get clear of the

area.




