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PORT STANLEY AIRFIELD

1s As requested I attach for S of S a
note of the possible extension of Port

Stanley airfield.
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E The original assessment of the time required to extend
Port Stanley airfield was made by the Royal Engineers. It

is now clear that their assessment was made on the assumption
that the extension was to be built to the same standard as
the existing runway. Information from DOE has now revealed
that, by laying US AM2 aluminium surfacing matting over a
level area, the existing runway could be extended to 6,000°*
from its present 4,100' length. We believe the Argentinians
hold AM2 and Argentinian Air Force engineers have experience
of laying it in the Falkland Islands in 1971 (with our agree-
ment while Port Stanley airfield was being rehabilitated).
The task could be completed within three weeks of the arrival

of all the equipment needed.

2 Fuel storage is a limiting factor. There are inadequate
facilities at Port Stanley airfield to sustain air operations.
But by bringing fuel in drums or tanks from LSTs,or by other
means, a significant reserve of aviation fuel could quickly

be set up near the airfield.

Se It is therefore now assessed that the Argentinian Mirage III,
MirageV and their A4 Skyhawks could operate from Stanley airfield
once it has been extended, with almost full payloads. There is
only limited parking area but the Argentinians could extend this.
It would then be possible for four of these fighter aircraft to

be deployed at Stanley. They would of course be highly vulnerable
parked in the open on a ;ﬁé£&§-defended airfield.

4. Further details are attached
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MINOR STRIPS

1. There are 32 smal) landin: steips in the Falkland Islands.
They are mainly crass and they range {'rom 1000 £t to 3000 ft
long. They are designed for wee by 14 it e¢ivil aircraft up
to Britten Horman Islancer aireralt. four of thom have been
drained and were kept open through last winter,

PORT STANLEY AIRFIRLD

2.  Construction:

a. The airficld was constructed by a Dritlsh Civil
Englneering Contrictor for ODA and was completed 1in 1977.
The existing runway (08/2¢) 1s 4100 ft long, 147 ft wide,
and was designed for FOXKKER F27/F28 aircraft. Design LCH
was 25 but the strip is known to be up to LCH 40 in many
places. Construction is 300mm of cowpacted crushed stone
mainly on in-situ white sand. “The pavement 1s surfaced
‘with a minimum of 32mm of Asphalt, buf it is up to 100mm
thick in places.

b. Adde, RT, WT anad DB,
c. Lighting. No fixed lighting.

d. gggbg. The existing airfield has been recently repaired
and 1t should be able to take a large number of C130 sorties
without scrious deterioration. WWith regular minor repalrs

it should stand up to heavy usage for several months.

e. Fuel. No fuel is stored on the airfield. There 1s a
storage capacity of 50,000 litres in Port Stanley Town
belonging to the Argentine Alr Force. Until the invasion,
ailrcraft refuelling was by bowser.

f. Aircraft Parking Apron. There is a small asphalt apron
(270 Tt x 180 ft) near the terminal building. This would be
too small to take more than three C130 Hercules, but there is
a car park nearby which could bhe converted by Argentine "
engineers in a few days, and which could then take

additional aircraft.

3. Airfield Development by Apgentine bngincers.  Argentine
Air Force Engineers constructed a temporary airstrip #4000 ft long
50 ft wide in 1971 near Rookery Day between Port Stanley and the
existing airfield. This alrstrip was surfaced with US AM2
aluminium surfacing expedient which was 1lifted and removed from
the Falkland Islands in 1978. VYith the engincer plant available

on East Falkland Island, aurmented by extra plant which 1s known
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to be dntranait freo. Arcenbive, Whe hid o dereo borineers could level
BRG. BRRTRBE A borpdL oy oo et eatte on b multeY s site Yike
the one previously veed st Footeyy ey A ternatively in 2 o 3
wekN 16 BB Estlantos oot the coingiar aterinld could be extended

to 6000 't maximum i a curfaciag crpeoient sueh as the % AN

was imported. . !¢ have po lnowledee of hrisentlne abllity to

provide bull refuelllaog Cacllivics on shore.  There are several sltes
near the alrport whwera an LY could beinh, and tinis could be one vay
of bringing in a lorpe ouvantity of fucl In drums or tanks. FBEven

if they have no dracones and pillow trols they could very auickly

set up a significant resreve of aviution fuel near the airficld.

h.  Avgentine Atr ioree Ale Wransport Operations from Stanley.

I pressed, the Argeontine Alr Forcee chould be able Lo operate €130
Hercules into Stanley Alrport cureylng a waximua payload of 17000k .
In addition the FOKKDR 27 and [28s could fly in fully laden. Al

" thls assumes that tihe aircraft do not refucl at Staznley and that
they arrive from the nearest mainlarnd base. Decause there is no |
permimeter track and the apron is restricted, the number of sorties
will be limited. "They shold have no difficulty however in unloading
and clearing a minilmun of say 12 alrceraf't per day, which would give
an inward airlift in the order of 200 tons of stores per days

5. Argentine Offensive/Defensive Air Opcrations. The Argentine :
Mirage I1I, Mirage V and their AL Siiyhawks could operate from

Stanley Airfield with almost full payloads to defend the island.

The limited parking area would again be a problem. If the Argentine
Air .Force Engineers choose to improve this, however, there is no

reason why, say, U of these fighter aircraft could not operate

from Stanley. The factor most likely to limit the sortie .rate 1s ;
that of fuel supply. Yith forward planning and the engineer work S
described above it must therc fore be assumed that the Argenine

Air Force could give themselves at least some air defence cover.
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FALKLANDS DEBATE - WED 7 APRIL

I attach a line to take and background note on the

airfield at Port Stanley.
~ |o"~’g5/7

JOHN PETERS
AUS( AS)

7 Apr 82
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‘the shortness and poor surface

PORT STANLEY AIRFIELD -

Line to Take

The operational usefulness of the airfield is limited by
of its runway, the shortage of
fuel storage capacity, the lack of lending aids, and the lack

of dispersed.parking~spaces for aircraft. The Argentinian forces

'_will no doubt try to make good these deficiencies as far and as

fast as possible, but whatever construction work is done and

other improvements are msde it will be difficult to caerry out
sustained, effective operations from the sirfield., In particuler,
aireraft on .the ground would have to be bunched, snd would be
vulnerable to attack. 4
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DACKGROUND NOTES L

1. The runwey ot Port Stenley is 4,100 feet long and 147 feet

Awide, end heevy engineering equipment will be.needed to extend it,

e :
,JL The short length and poor surface substantially restrict the loads.:

!
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that cen be carried by incoming aircraft. CThe Governor's remark
to Mr Foot about zﬁis leck of runway cratering equipment may be
quoted in the debate, It would be best not to comment on this,.

No elasborate means would have been needed to cause some dsmage,

but equally the Argentinisn lending party could probably heve
mended it: the Governor had many preoccupations snd it would be
wrong to imply criticism that more steps were not taken to obstruct
the landing of Argentinian transport alrcraft.)

2. Fuel Storaae capacity at the airfield is less than 10,000
gallons; it will be a considerable task to provide bulk-refuelling
facilities.

3. Lack of airfield sids prevents 24-hour operations; this ias a
significant disadvantage given the changeable weather in the

Falklaeds., .

L. Besides Port Stsnley airfield, there is a number of small

landing ‘strips in the Falkland Islands: these are mainly gress,

up to 3,000 feet long, designed for use by light civil aircrsft

such as the Britten Norman Islender. Four were Kept open throughout
last winter.
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