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'Ehere is,e inahy c;se, no
othoua patalle]. between the
Spanish and,Argentuie claims
.on British sterritories. Spain
has tried to exert pressure
tover: Gibraltar for years, but
a military “interventiotv has
not been in prospect.

Mr Pym’s first day at the
Foreign Office included ex-
tensive briefings on the
Falklands crisis. He had to
prepare himself for the
formidable task of opening
for the Government in' the
debate on the Falklands in
! the Commons today.

It was being underlined
that his becoming Foreign
Secretary does not imply any
change of policy, whatever
changes of emphasis or style
may emerge from the new
holder of the office.

The point of departure for
British foreign policy re-
mains the United Nations
Security Council resolution
demanding Argentine with-
drawal from the Falklands.
The sailing of the naval task
force for the South Atlantic
was depicted as being in-
tended to strengthen diplo-
macy, while the overall aim
remained to avoid war.

But it was also being
emphasized that the with-
drawal of the Argentine
occupying forces from the
islands remained an absolute
condition for any settlement.

It has apparently been
clear to the United States
that if Washington was
thinking in terms of any|
political initiatives, a solution
would have to involve the
removal of the Argentine
troops.

President Reagan has said
that America would do all
that it could to achieve a
peaceful solution to the
conflict.

As well as having to cope
with the finer points of the
crisis, Mr Pym is already
fmdmg out that a foreign
secretary cannot focus on
one subject exclusively at a
time. The office involves
coping with a constamt flow
of advice and discussions




