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FALKLANDS DEBATE

You asked this morning for a passage on
the Defence aspects which could be included
in the Prime Minister's speech for tomorrow's
Debate. This is attached.
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My. Rt Hon Friend the Secretary of State for Defence
announced in this‘House on 7th April fhat a Maritime Exclusion
Zone would be established around the Falkland Islands. This
zone has now been in effect since early on Monday, 12th April
and I can assure the House it will be rigidly enforced / as
regards Argentine warships and naval auxiliaries. / The
Argentine government should be under no illusion about our
resolve. If they choose to challenge our authority in the Zone,

known consequences will follow.

In the meantime, the naval Task Force is proceeding with all
speed towards the South Atlantic. As My Rt Hon Friend told the
House on 7th April, it is a formidable Force comprising as it
does 2 aircraft carriers, 5 guided missile destroyers, 7 frigates,
an assault ship with 5 landing ships, together with afloat '

support.

The composition of the Force and the speed with which it was
assembled and put to sea provide tangible evidence of our
determination. I can tell the House that morale on board the
ships in the Task Force is extremely high. Ships' companies are
being regularly put through their operational paces and the ships
are exercising together en route. By the time the Force arrives
off the Falklands, it will be at a very high state of fighting

efficiency.



A number of ships have now been taken up from trade,
elther by’chgrter-or throﬁgh requisition to augment- and
improve aflbatulogistic support. Theée include a nqmber of
tankers,_roll—on—rqll;off~ferries, the Canberra fér use és a
troop ship, and thé Uganda which will be available as.a
dedicated hospi%al ship.~ Recourse to the merchant marine is
traditional‘in time of naval emergenc& and their response has
~been as wholehearfed on' this occasion as in theypasts

Men and equipment continue to be flown out to Ascension
Island to rendez-vous with the Task Force. These additional
. elements will enhance the fighting capability of the Task Force
and the range of operations which could be undertaken. Nimrod
Maritime Patrol Aircraft are now patrolling the South Atlantic

in support of our naval deployments.

Sustaining a substantial Force at 8,000 miles distance
from the UK is a considerable undertaking. \But as the Ministry‘
of Defence announced this morning additional measures are now
in hand to provide extra capability for the Force over an
extended period. In particular, the second assault ship,
HMS INTREPID, is being made ready for sailing, if necessary.
Arrangemmts are in hand to adapt a large container ship for the
carriage of additional Sea and Ground attack Harriers (which in
the latter case would be flown by the RAF); this will double

the size of the Harrier force in the South Atlantic.
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