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< FALKLAND ISLANDS: NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Thank you for your letter of 5 May. I quite understand and
totally share the reasons behind your concern lest HMS Sheffield
was carrying a surveillance round when she was hit.

2 All the active weapons are rounds on Hermes and Invincible,
with the exception of a small number of the RFA Resource and on

RFA Fort Austin (which also has the surveillance round removed

from Sheffield). In addition, HMS Coventry (Type 42) has a
surveillance round on board; the Task Group Commander has been
instructed to remove this as soon as the tactical situation permits.
All these ships are in the main element of the Task Group.

3% In the event it did not prove possible, largely for reasons

of storage capacity, to concentrate all the weapons on the carriers,
and the weapons from the Type 22s were therefore removed to the
RFAs.
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FALKLAND ISTANDS: NUCLEAR WEAPONS k«J

As requested, I attach a draft reply to
Sir A Acland. I have confirmed with the Naval
Staff that CINCFLEET has been ordered to have
the surveillance round removed from COVENTRY
when the tactical situation permits.
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