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I wrote to you on 14 June to say that the nuclear weapons
aboard HMS INVINCIBLE were being returned to the United Kingdom.
We have now arranged for those aboard HMS HERMES to be transferred
to RFA Resource, which is now:on passage to the United Kingdom,
arriving in about 3 ‘weeks' time. There are thus no longer any

-nuclear weapons or training rounds left with the Task Force.

2. I might add that we do not intend to embark nuclear weapons

in HMS ILLUSTRIOUS when she deploys to the South Atlantic next
month. '

3. Separately, we shall be following up the remit from OD(SA)
to look into the peacetime deployment of nuclear weapons aboard
HM ships and aircraft.. I think it would be helpful to involve

one of your people in this exercise. Perhaps your office could
let mineknow whom you would suggest?
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. HMS HEBMES has transferred the balance of her outfit
of special weapons to RFA RESOURCE, RFA RESOURCE is on
rassage to J and on arrival at Flymouth in approximately
3 weeks time will offload the weapons to RNAD Ernesettle.
There are now no nuclear weapons in either CVS,

2. It is not intended to embark special weapons in
HIIS ILILUSTRIOUS when she deploys to the South Atlantic
next month.
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