10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretar)

ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS: NORTHERN IRELAND

The Prime Minister held a meeting with the Northern
eland Secretary and the Foreign Secretary this afternoon
to discuss points made in their respective minutes of 27 and
28 September. Sir Robert Armstrong and Sir Percy Cradock

were also present..

Balance of advantage in the Agreement

It was suggested that the Agreement as it stood offered
the United Kingdom few obvious advantages. That was
certainly-how it would be perceived by the Unionists. To
those who argued that the Agreement held out the prospect of
closer co-operation against terrorism, the riposte would be
that it should not be n ssary for the United Kingdom to
say a pr-pp for Iris P ion in this field. 1In the

Irish side were likely to
prove not just a thorn in the esh but a positive thicket
of bramb e e w no clear commitment by the
SDLP to )—OP in devolved gove I in the North.
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....each retains responsibility for the decisions and
administration of government within its own
jurisdiction."

It was essential to secure this change, to leave no doubt

that executive authority rested exclusively with the United
Kingdom.

It was also agreed that an al
found for "constitute"
"act as" or "serve as"

ternative word should be
in paragraph 5(c). This might be

Draft Summary of the Agreement

Concern was expressed about a number of the expressions
used in the Summary which did not exactly tally with terms
used in the Agreement itself or might, because of their
abbreviated form, give rise to misinterpretation of the
nature of the Agreement. 1In particular:

in paragraph 1
should read
status of

"about the status of Northern
"confirming (or reaffirming) the
Northern Ireland.”

1n paragraph 4,

first indent, it should be
....views and proposals on certain matter
Northern Ireland as covered by this

words
stration.
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It was agreed that the Northern Ireland Secretary and
= rorngn Secretary should seek an early mveting with
Barry in the United Kingdom to reach clear under-
dings about the way in which an agreement would operate
c They would also pursue the question of Irish
ion to the Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism.
message should also be prepared for the Prime
r to send to the Taoiseach on this latter point.
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ing this letter to Len Appleyard (Foreign and
ffice) and to Sir Robert Armstrong.

O

Commonweal




