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TELEGRAM NUMBER 195 OF 5 AUGUST 1981
INFO STOCKHOLM AND BAGHDAD,

. YOUR TELNO 3173 MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS TO PRESIDENT RAJAL,

1, PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER
TO PRESIDENT RAJAl AFTER FOREWARNING THE SWED]SH EMBASSY:
&
BEGINSs | CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR RECENT ELECTION AS
_PRESIDENT OF IRAN, | LOOK FORWARD T0 GOOD RELATIONS WITH YOUR
COUNTRY ON THE BASIS OF MUTUAL UNDERSTAND]NG.
i / = ENDS,
2, WE ARE NOT SEEKING PUBLICITY FOR THIS, BUT KATURALLY HAVE KO
OBJECTION IF THE IRANIANS WISH To PUBLICISE IT.

_CARRINGTON i
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Mohammad Ali Rajai, formerly Prime Minister, was elected
President of Iran on 24 July with 95% of the votes cast. He was
——— —

officially inaugurated as Bani Sadr's successor on 2 August. The
elections were stage-managed : Rajai was the official candidate of
the Islamic Republican Party; 69 candidates were declared
unsuitable; and the three other candidates withdrew on the eve of
the election. Rajai is an extreme Muslim fundamentalist whose
election consolidates the ruling Islamic Republican Party's hold on

Iranian politiecs.

Nicholas Barrington, the newly arrived Head of the British
Interests Section in Tehran, has suggested that a message of
congratulations should be sent as a sign to the Iranian Government of
our desire to maintain contacts. As you are aware, throughout the
recent difficult period in Anglo-Iranian relations, we have maintained
a flow of messages to this end. Lord Carrington recently sent a
message to the new Iranian Foreign Minister. France, the FRG, Italy
and Belgium have already sent messages. In full awareness of the
difficulties of the proposal, THE Lord Privy Seal nonetheless thinks
that, for the sake of our future relations, and of Mr Pyke, who remains
in custody, there would be a case for the Prime Minister sending a
short message of congratulations to President Rajai.

/I therefore

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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I therefore enclose a draft telegram to Tehran instructing
Mr Barrington to hand over a message, after consulting the Swedes
who protect our interests in Iran. If the Prime Minister agrees,
I should be grateful if you would arrange for it to be despatched.

bt

R

S J Gomersall
Private Secretary to the
Lord Privy Seal
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Sir J Graham
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News Dept

Copies to:—

Embassy:
Begins I congratulate you on your recent election

as President of Iran. I look forward to good relations

with your country on the basis of mutual understanding

L
ftad-pespeet. Ends.

2. We are not seeking publicity for this, but natursiiy

have no objection if the Iranians wish to publicise it.



