LDVINCE COPIRS @ ZBB-CER mmammrm e \
: _ Junlz |MMED!ATE &
-y (¢) b o 5 W

:‘("IE'/(:'T I C],w DU @ 4 1 DOV,

‘—‘-::—3‘3'1 \Y] vfru«maa.&

'(2)

HD/CORS DERD b e
RESISZ:T CLERK :

CONF1DENTIAL

FM BRITISH INTERESTS SECTION TEHRAN 3110562 v/“(/
T0 1¥#ZDIATE FCO :

TELEGIAM NO 383 OF 31 AUGUST 81,

INFO PRIORITY BAGHDAD, WASHINGTON AND STOCKHOLM.

ASSASSINATION OF i'RANIAN PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER.

1. 1S REPORTED BY NEWS SERVICES WORLDWIDE, PRESIDENT RAJAL,

THE PRIME MINISTER DR BAHONAR, AND AT LEAST ONE MEMBER OF THE
PRIME MINISTER’S STAFF WERE KILLED IN A BOMB EXPLOSION AT THE
PRIME “INISTRY IN CENTRAL TEHRAN YESTERDAY AFTERNOON (33 AUGUST).
THEIR FUNERALS WERE HELD THIS MORNING WITHOUT INCIDENT. PUBLIC
OFFICES ARE CLOSED FOR THE DAY AND OFFICIAL MOURING WILL CONTINUE
UNTIL THE END OF THE WEEK, THE CITY HAS A STUNNED AlIR.

e T Ty R
92, IT iS REPORTED THAT THE EXPLOSION TOOK PLACE DURING A
MEETI%G OF THE SUPREME DEFENCE COUNCIL AND THAT ONE OR TwO
OTHER “INISTERS, INCLUDING THE NEW DEFENCE MINISTER, WERE
ALSC KILLED, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION
OF TH!1S, AN EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE CABINET WAS HELD LAST
EVENING AT WHICH THE PRESIDENT OF THE MAJLES, RAFSANJANI,
WAS FRESENT. THEY TOOK UNSPECIFIED SPEC)AL MEASURES, NO
QUET TO _INTENSIF CURITY. APART FROM KHOMEINI QIwSELF,




DIUST TO INTENSIFY SECURITYe APART FROM KHOMEINI HIMSELF,
RAFSANJANI 1S NOW PERHAPS THE MOST PUBLICLY PROMINENT AND
INFLUENTIAL LEADER OF THE REGIME. HE AND OTHERS HAVE
EXPRESSED THEIR DETERMINATION THAT DESPITE THE MARTYRDOM
OF THEIK FELLOWS THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION SHOULD CONTINUE.

3.  THE PRESIDENCY HAS BEEN ASSUMED BY A THREE=MAN PROVISIONAL
COUNCIL COMPRISING RAFSANUANI, AYATOLLAN ARDEBILI (PRESIDENT

OF THE SUPREME COURT) AND ONE OTHER. |T WOULD NORMALLY BE

THE PRIME MINISTER AND IT §S NOT CLEAR WHO IS TAKING THIS PLACE 1
THERE WAS NO OFFICIAL DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER. ACCORDING TO

THE CONSTITUTION A NEW PRESIDENT SHOULD BE ELECTED WITHIN

53 DAYS AND HE MUST THEN NOMINATE THE PRIME MINISTER. WE

DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THE PROVISIONAL COUNCIL CAN SHORT=CIRCUIT
THIS BY NOMINATING A PRIME MINISTER THEMSELVES.

LN NO GROUP HERE HAS AS YET CLAIVED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
EXPLOSION, FOR WHICH THE AUTHORITIES ARE PREDICTABLY BLAMING
AGENTS OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM. THE MOJAHEDIN-E KHALQ

MUST BE CONSIDERED PRIME CANDIDATES. WE BELIEVE THEY HAVE THE
CAPACITY TO MOUNT SUCH A SOPHISTICATED OPERATION THOUGH IT
BEARS LITTLE RELATION TO THE RECENT OFTEN AMATEURISH ATTACKS
ON RELIGIOUS FIGURES. THE LATTER WERE PROBABLY CARRIED OUT
BY FRINGE MOJAHEDIN MILITIA, WHEREAS THE BOMBING

OPERATION WOULD SEEM TO HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY PLANNED BY HARD-
CORE ELEMENTS. THE STRONG MODERN BUILDING WAS RIPPED APART
AND IT 'S REPORTED THAT BODIES WERE UNRECOGN!SABLE., [T COULD
HAVE BEEN NO- EASY-TASK TO INFILTRATE SUCH A CHARGE OF
EXPLOSIVES INTO A TOP LEVEL MINISTERIAL MEETING,
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5= FOLLOQ!NG THE EARLIER EXPLOSION AT THE IRP HEADQUARTERS

IN JUNZ, THIS INCIDENT HAS DEMONSTRATED THE CURRENT IRANIAN
LEADERSHIP’S CONTINUED INABILITY TO PREVENT OPPONENTS
PENETRATING ITS INNER COUNCILS. THE VACANT PCST WILL NO DOUBT
BE FILLED IN DUE COURSE, THOUGH THE QUEUE OF VOLUNTEERS MAY NOT
BE A VERY LONG ONE. BUT THERE WILL BE A DANGER OF THE REGIME
LOSING CREDIBILITY IF THE NEXT APPOINTEES ARE ALSC STRUCK DOWN.
THE MAJORITY VIEW OF EXPERIENCED OBSERYERS HERE 1S THAT THE
REGIME iS STRONG ENOUGH TO MAINTAIN CONTROL DESPITE SUCH

EVENTS. THE MULLAHS AND THEIR RELIGIOUS SUPPORTERS HAVE THEIR
BACKS TO THE WALL AND HAVE A STRONG VESTED INTEREST IN
MAINTAINING REFRESSION AND CONTROL., OPPOSITION ELEMENTS
THEMSELVES SEEM, FROM WHAT WE KNOW OF THEIR VIEWS, TO BE THINKING
SORE IN TERM OF A GRADUAL EROSION OF SUPPORT FOR THE REGIME IN
THE NEXT SiX MONTHS TO ONE YEAR FOLLOWING A MARKED DETERIORATION
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MHE NEXT 81X MONTHS TO ONE YEAR FOLLOWING A MARKED DETERIORATION
IN THE ECONOMIC SITUATION. BUT EXCEPT FOR SOME SECTIONS OF

THE LOWER INCOME GROUPS THE REGIME SEEMS TO ME NOW TO BE
INTENSELY UNPOPULAR AND | WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED AT ANY
CONVULSIONS WHICH MIGHT TAKE PLACE.,

€. IN THE MEANTIME, THE PROCESS OF BUILDING A STABLE GOVERN-
MENT CAPABLE OF TAKING DECISIONS HAS ONCE AGAIN BEEN INTERRUPTED,
WHICH MEANS WE CAN EXPECT LITTLE MOVEMENT ON MATTERS AFFECTING
OUR OWN INTERESTS. ;
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