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MIPT: VISIT TO PARI'S BY PRESI DENT MUBARAK

1. THE ELYSEE HAVE TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT AS THE TALKS BETWEEN

THE TWO PPESIDENTS TOOK PLACE WITH ONLY AN | NTERPRETER PRESENT IT
HAS NOT YET BEEN POSSIBLE FOR FRENCH OFFiClALS THEMSELVES TO OBTAIN
A FULL ACCOUNT. FOR THE SAME REASON THE QUAI D’ORSAY HAVE NOT

YET FIXED A TIME FOR A COMMUNITY BRIEFING.

2, 1T SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE TALKS CENTRED CN PRESIDENT M1 TTERRAND’S
FORTHCOMING VISIT TO | SRAEL ON 3-5 MARCH, AND ON WAYS IN WHICH
FRANCE’S NEW DI ALOGUE Wi TH | SRAEL COULD BE MADE HELPFUL TO EGYPT,

3. THIS HELP |S MOST LIKELY TO BE OVER THE QUESTION OF PALESTINI AN
AJTONOMY |N THE AFTERMATH OF |SRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM SINAI ON

25 APRIL. PRESIDENT M!TTERRAND HAS RUN VARIOUS TRAILERS FOR HIS
INTENTION TO TALK TO THE ISRAELIS ABOUT PALESTINI AN RIGHTS, THERE
HAVE ALSO BEEN HINTS THAT FRANCE WILL MAKE SOME KIND OF EFFORT

TO PERSUADE THE | SRAELIS TO STOP FLOGGING THE DEAD HORSE OF A
LIMITED FORM OF AUTONOMY S0 THAT THE FAHD PLAN CAN HAVE A CHANCE,

4, IF THIS }'S CORRECT, FRENCH POLICY |$ NOT VERY DIFFERENT IN
ESSENCE FROM THE UK’S OR THAT OF THE TEN GENERALLY. BUT THE
FRENCH GOVERNMENT DOES ALL | T CAN TO CONVEY THE IMPRESSION THAT
IT IS AHEAD OF THE OTHER EUROPEANS IN |NFLUENCE ON ISRAEL, IN
SUPPORT_FOR A PALESTINI AN STATE, AND_IN SUPPORT FOR THE FAHD PLAN.
SEEN FROM PARIS, THE FRENCH HAVE BEEN ADROTT IN DOING THIS, AND
THERE ARE AS YET NO OBVIOUS SIGNS THAT THE MISTRUST OF FRANCE
EXPRESSED FOR EXAMPLE TO HM AMBASSADOR AT AMMAN HAS HAD ANY
SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS ON FRENCH |NTERESTS.

5. THE VISIT OF PRESIDENT MUBARAK WILL HAVE BEEN USEFUL TO

THE FRENCH IN SEVERAL RESPECTS:

(A) 1T HAS STRENGTHENED THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH

EGYPT. APART FROM THE MAIN ARAB-| SRAEL THEME, THERE MUST HAVE BEEN

A COMPARING OF NOTES ON LIBYA (BOTH COUNTRIES SEEM TO BE MOVING

WARILY TOWARDS A RAPPROCHEMENT), THE SUDAN (THE FRENCH HAVE PUT

UP 14 MILLION POUNDS FOR THE LATEST BALING OUT OPERATION) AND /PERHAPS
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PERHAPS | RAN (THERE HAVE BEEN RUMOURS, DENIED BY THE EGYPTIANS,

THAT DURING HIS STAY HERE PRESIDENT MUBARAK SAW MR BAKHTI AR, THE
FORMER | RANI AN PRIME MiNI STER, NOW OPERATING FROM PARIS). THE
MEETING Wi TH FRENCH BUSINESSMEN SHOWS THAT THE FRENCH

HAVE ALSO USED THE VISIT TO GIVE A FURTHER SHOVE TO THEIR FLOURI SHING
MOMMERCI AL RELATIONS WITH EGYPT.

(B) 1T HAS MADE FRANCE LOOK LIKE A POTENTIALLY USEFUL PARTNER TO
THE MODERATE ARAB STATES, ESPECIALLY SAUDI ARABIA, WHICH APPEAR

TO BE SHAPING UP FOR A RECONCILIATION WITH EGYPT. IN THIS
CONNECTION 1T IS RUMOURED THAT PRESIDENT MUBARAK HAD A SECRET
MEETING IN FRANGE WITH KING HASSAN OF MOROCCO, WHO HAS BEEN STAYING

ON PRIVATELY IN FRANCE AFTER SEE|NG PRESI DENT M| TTERRAND LAST
WEEK.

(C) 1T HAS REINFORCED THE GENERAL IMPRESSION WHICH THE FRENCH
GOVERNMENT WISHES TO GIVE TO THE WORLD AND THE FRENCH PUBLIC

THAT FRANCE HAS AN IMPORTANT AND |NDEPENDENT ROLE TO PLAY IN THE
MI DDLE EAST,
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