PRIME MINISTER

PRESIDENT MUBARAK'S VISIT - MEDIA

We have received through the Egyptian Ambassador a request
that you should give Egyptian television an in-depth interview
after the President's visit. We understand that the interviewer
has recorded interviews with President Mitterand and Chancellor

Schmidt.

Quite apart from your existing commitments next week which
would make an interview difficult to schedule, there are dangers
that an in-depth interview for the Egyptians would expose you to

considerable Jewish criticism in this country as well asLIsrael

——————————

I have discussed this with John Coles and we are agreed that
the request should be turned down. However, the Ambassador will
be very disappointed and it would help, in turning down the request,
if we left open the possibility that you might be prepared to
consider an extremely short (1 - 13 minute) news interview in the
grounds of Chequers immediately after the President's departure.
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President Mubarak's Visit
Press Facilities at Chequers

o
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I was asked to speak to the Chequers Trustees about the
possibility of an interview at Chequers tomorrow, after the Prime
Minister's meeting with President Mubarak, for an Egyptian
journalist and TV camera, either outside the house or, if wet,
in the liawtrey Room.

Lord Campbell is greatly dismayed by this proposal. He says
that he has been a Trustee of Chequers for many years, and the
Trustees have consistently striven to protect the privacy of the
Prime Minister from the Press at Chequers. II foreign Jjournalists
are to have a facility of this kind, Lord Campbell does not see
how anything can be done to stop this being invariably demanded
and granted.

lie offers this view through no wish to restrict the freedom
of action of the Prime Minister, but from his long-standing concern

for privacy at Chequers.

I have not yet been able to contact Sar Ralph Verney, who I
would expect to take a somewhat more relaxed view.

Lord Campbell will certainly want to bring the general
question up at the next meeting of the Trustees.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

3 February 1982

A J Coles Esq
Private Secretary
No 10 Downing Street
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EGYPTIAN TELEVISION : REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW WITH THE PRIME MINISTER

il The Egyptian Ambassador has asked if the Prime Minister would
give an interview to Egyptian television, who are preparing a
round-up of President Mubarak's visit to the United States and
Europe. I understand that President_ Mitterand and

Prime Minister Spadolini have already given interviews in this
connection.

D It would put us in a bad light if the Prime Minister were the
only one of President Mubaraks's hosts to refuse. I therefore
recommend that the Prime Minister should agree to give a short
interview to Egyptian television as soon as possible after
President Mubarak's visit, confining herself to a few brief

remarks about its successful outcome.
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President Mubarak's Visit:

Interview with the Prime Minister

Mr Hosny Emam, London Bureau Chief of the Middle East
News Agency (the official Egyptian agency) asked for an
exclusive interview with the Secretary of State on the
occasion of Mr Mubarak's visit.

As Lord Carrington will be away at the time, I understand
that the Prime Minister has agreed to give a written interview
to MENA. I enclose the list of questions provided by the
agency. We shall submit draft answers by close of play on

Tuesday 2 February.
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10 Downing Street










