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PRESIDENT MUBARAK’S VISIT TO WASHINGTON

DRAPER, STATE DEPARTMENT, BRIEFED US TODAY ON MUBARAK’S VISIT,
\DDITION TO TWO SESSIONS OF TALKS WITH THE PRESIDENT AND A WHITE
DtNNER, MUBARAK HAD SEPARATE MEETINGS WITH BUSH, HALG,




2 THE ATMOSPHERICS OF THE VlSlT HAD E:EN EXCELL“NT MUBARRﬁnmm&u sl
HAD BEEN IMPRESSIVE — VIGOROUS, ARTICULATE AND MORE

3ELF ~ASSURED THAN THE AMERICANS HAD PREVIOUSLY SEEN HIM,

HE CLEARLY KNEW HIS OWN MIND AND HAD RESPGNDED BLUNTLY TO. SOME
SHARP QUESTIONING FROM MEMBERS OF CONGRESS (HE ADVISED ONE
COMGRESSMAN WHO WAS ARGUING FOR US BASES IN SINA} TO QUOTE GO

BUY A MAP UNQUOTE), DRAPER ADDED THAT MUBARAK HAD SUCCEEDED

iN PUTTING HIS OWN UNOSTENTATIOSU AND LOW-KEY IMPRINT ON THE VISIT,
FOR EXAMPLE BY WEARING A LOUNGE SUIT TC THE PRESIDENTS BLACK TIE
DINNER AND-BY HOT OFFERING A RETURN DINNER,

3, MUBARAK HAD BEEN ANXIOUS TO MAKE THE POINT THAT THE AMER|CANS
DD NOT NEED TO WORRY ABOUT THE GENERAL TENOR OF EGYPTIAN POLICY,
THE PURCHASE OF MIRAGES, THE RETURN OF SOVIET TECHNICIANS AND
RELAXATION OF ARRANGEMENTS ON THE EGYPT/LIBYA BORDER WOULD NOT .
AFFECT EGYPT®S CLOSE ASSOCIATION AND FRIENDSHIP

WITH THE US. EQUALLY, MUBARAK HAD MADE |IT CLEAR THAT EGYPT WOULD
MAINTAIN HER IDENTITY — THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF A CLIENT STATE
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE US — AND WOULD FROM TIME TO TIME SAY THINGS
WHiCH WERE NOT STRICTLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH AMERICAN POLICY.

&, OH THE PEACE PROCESS MUBARAK ACCEPTED THE AMERICAN VIEW THAT
CAMP DAVID WAS STILL THE ONLY GAME IN TOWN AND REAFFIRMED EGYPTIAN
 WILLINGNESS TO CONTINUE THE AUTONOMY TALKS AFTER |SRAELI
WITHDRAWAL FROM THE SINAI, HE EXPRESSED CONFIDEMCE THAT THE
;saAeLss WOULD WITHDRAW AND SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT ALLOW
"E£GYPT/ISRAELI RELATIONS TO DETERIORATE, THOUGH HE LEFT THE
IMPRESSION THAT THE EGYPTIANS M) GHT BE MORE OUTSPOKEN ABOUT
§{SRAEL! ACTIONS AFTER 25 APRIL. BOTH IN PUBLIC AND IN THE
PRIVATE TALKS, MUBARAK SPOKE OF THE NEED FOR PALESTINIAN SELF-
BETERMINATION, FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN kNTlTY
AND FOR A US/PLO DIALOGUE WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF MUTUAL AND
SIMULTANEOUS RECOGNITION BY THE ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS, THIS
_ ECHOES THE LINE TAKEN BY SADAT ON HIS VISIT HERE LAST AUGUST,
'BUT THE REFERENCE TO A PALESTINIAN ENTITY IS NEW,




SIDERABLE DISCUSSION OF REGIONAL
AND STRATEGIC ISSUES, INCLUDING POLAND AND AFGHANISTAN,
MUBARAX HAD ARGUED VIGOROUSLY BOTH WITH THE ADMINISTRATION AND
ON THE HILL FOR MORE US AID TO SUDAN AND SOMALIA. ON LIBYA
[MUBARAK HAD GENTLY EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN THAT THE VISIBILITY
QF THE US POSITION MIGHT BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE AND FEED QADHAFI'S
£GO, MUBARAK HAD EXPRESSED CONCERN TOG ABOUT THE STABILITY OF THE
ARAB GULF STATES, ESPECIALLY IN THE WAKE OF THE IRANIAN
. SPONSOWED COUP ATTEMPT IN_BAMRAIN, HE HAD QUESTIONED QUOTE TO SCME
|| DEGREE UNQUOTE US MILITARY STRATEGY IN THE REGION AND HAD
[ #ADE THE POINT THAT IT WAS UNLIKELY TO MAKE PROGRESS WITHOUT A
COMPREHENSIVE POLITICAL STRATEGY,

6. DRAPER SAID THAT THE AMERICANS DID NOT EXPECT MUBARAK TO RUSH
INTO THE ARMS OF THE MODERATE ARABS AFTER 25 APRIL. HE WAS IN

NG RURRY AMD EGYPTIAN PRIDE IN ANY CASE DICTATED THAT

THE OTHER ARABS SHOULD MAKE THE FIRST MOVES. MUBARAK HAD WARNED
THAT HE MIGHT HAVE TO SAY THINGS ABOUT THE FAHD PLAN WHICH

WERE D!VERGENT FROM THE US POSITION, BUT HAD ADDED THAT THE
AMERICANS SHOULD NOT TAKE ANY SUCH STATEMENTS AS IMPLYING
A WEAKENED EGYPTIAN COMMITMENT TO [CAMP DAVID,

7. MUBARAK HAD ATTACHED IMPORTANCE TO THE DISCUSSION OF BILATERAL
I1SSUES, AN ECONOMIC AGREEMENT 1S TO BE MADE PUBLIC ON 5 FEBRUARY:
IT WwiLL NOTE PROPOSED EGYPTIAN ECONOMIC REFORMS AND WILL INDICATE
THAT THE US ECONOMIC A)D -PROGRAMME SHOULD BE SHAPED TO ASSIST

THEM (THOUGH DRAPER MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE AID WAS NOT

CONDITIONAL ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REFORMS), IN EFFECT THIS
MEANS THAT, SUBJECT TO CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL, US AID FUNDS WiLL

BE DIVERTED FROM SPEC)FIC PROJECTS, ESPECIALLY CONSTRUCTION
PROJECTS, AND DEVOTED TO SUPPORT OF EGYPTIAN POLICIES IN SUCH
SECTORS AS EDUCATION AND HOUSING, MORE FUNDS WITHIN THE US AID
PEOGRAMME WILL BE EARMARKED FOR THE PURCHASE OF COMMODITIES

(1E ALMOST ANY IMPORT FROM THE US). AGREEMENT HAS ALSO BEEN REACHED
ON THE PROVISION OF DOLLARS 275 MILLION UNDER THE PL 483 PROGRAMME:
THIS WILL GIVE THE EGYPTIANS RATHER MORE THAN DOLLARS 1.5 MILLION
TONNES OF WHEAT WHICH THEY WERE PROMISED,
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8, MUBARAK HAD CQMPLAINED OVER TFE ThﬁMS OF US MILITARY AID
AND THE LONG DELIVERY TIMES. (MUBARAK TOLD THE SENATE FOREIGN
RELATIONS COMMITTEE THAT HE HAD DECIDED TO BUY MIRAGES ONLY BECAUSE
1T TOOX SO LOMG TO ACQUIRE AMERICAN AIRCRAFT). THE AMERICANS HAD
AGREED TO PROVIDE DOLLARS 1,3 BILLION IN FMS CREDITS FOR FY 83
{AN INCREASE OF DOLLARS 429 MILLION ON THE FY 82 FIGURE)
OF WHICH DOLLARS 422 MILLION WOULD BE VIRTUALLY FREE GRANTS,
DRAPER SAID THAT MUBARAK WOULD BE ABLE TO PORTRAY THIS AS
A CUMSIDERABLE CONCESSiON AND THAT |7 WOULD ALLOW THE
EGYPTIANS TO PLACE MILITARY ORDERS EARLIER.

9, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT RAS BANAS, DRAPER CONFIRMED
THAT THE AMERICANS DID NOT EXPECT TO ACHIEVE A WRITTEN AGREEMENT,
THERE HAD BEEN AN INGONCLUS)VE EXCHANGE ABOUT WHETHER IT WOULD
MOT BE BETTER TO MAKE MORE USE OF FACILITIES AT CAJRD WEST,

WHERE THE US HAVE HITHERTO PLANNED ONLY TO PREPOSITION AVIATION
FUEL, THE AMERICANS WOULD BE FOLLOWING THIS UP,

13. DRAPER SUMMED UP THAT THE VIS|T HAD GONE VERY WELL.

THE AMERICANS HAD TAKEN SOME PAINFUL DECISIONS, GIVEN

CURRENT PRESSURES ON THE BUDGET, TO GIVE MUBARAK MOST OF

WHAT HE WANTED IN THE BILATERAL CONTEXT AND THE EGYPTIANS HAD
BEEN APPRECIATIVE, OUR CONTACTS ON THE HILL SUGGEST THAT THERE,
700, MUBARAK MADE A GOOD.IMPRESSION,
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